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YAYASAN
MUDRA

SARASWATI
SWARI

Founded in 2004, Yayasan Mudra Swari Saraswati is an 
independent, not-for-profit foundation committed to enriching 
the lives and livelihoods of Indonesians through community-
building arts and cultural programs. It was founded by Janet 
DeNeefe and Ketut Suardana as a healing project in response to 
the first Bali bombing in 2002.

The primary goal of the Foundation is to give full expression 
to the creative needs of Indonesia, its individuals, and its 
communities, while simultaneously showcasing the diversity 
and rich cultural traditions of the archipelago to the world. 
Creating an ongoing space for cross-cultural exchange – and 
open-minded dialogue and exploration – lies at the heart of the 
Foundation.

It achieves this through its two core initiatives: Ubud Writers & 
Readers Festival and Ubud Food Festival. Through these Festivals 
and associated activities, the Foundation promotes Ubud as a 
center for arts and culture, showcases the artists, writers, chefs 
and producers of Indonesia on the international stage, and helps 
Indonesians to reach their potential through educational and 
capacity-building programs.

The Festivals rely on the support of patrons, donors, partners 
and you – our audiences. If you are interested in getting involved 
and providing much-needed assistance and sponsorship, 
such as through our Writers Patron Program or Friends of the 
Festival Program, please visit yayasansaraswati.org or email 
partnership@yayasansaraswati.org. 
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From humble beginnings 16 years ago, Ubud 
Writers & Readers Festival has evolved into 
Indonesia’s leading platform for sharing its 
authors, artists and activists with the world, and 
one of the world’s leading literary festivals. We are 
thrilled to be included in The Telegraph’s list of five 
best literary festivals around the world in 2019. 

Our milestone 15th year last year was very 
special. It will be hard to beat. But there’s 
something in the air right now – a crackling 
hunger for diverse voices from lesser-known 
regions, for works in translation by people of 
color, for stories that open one’s eyes to worlds 
completely unlike one’s own. 

For 16 years UWRF has prided itself on sharing 
these stories, and now we feel like the global 
literary community is finally catching up. I think 
the fact that a relatively small and intimate event 
in Indonesia, which is delivered by a not-for-profit 
foundation, is now listed among the world’s best 
literary festivals is nothing short of extraordinary.

Naturally it could not have happened without the 
support of our Festival family – a strong network 
of partners, donors, supporters, and volunteers 
who help bring the event to life each year. I 
want to extend my heartfelt thank you to each 
individual and business who has supported us 
this year, and throughout our 16 years. 

From Aceh to Zimbabwe, this year’s Festival 
will unite brave voices, creative minds and 
bold thinkers from across the archipelago 
and 29 other countries. I am so excited about 
sharing our 16th year with you, and celebrating 
Indonesia’s incredible storytellers. 

Janet DeNeefe
Founder & Director

Om Swastyastu dan Suasti Prapta para penulis 
dan pencinta sastra diperhelatan UWRF 2019 
dengan tema Karma.

Karma adalah hukum sebab akibat dan Dharma 
sebagai code and conduct, dalam ajaran Budha 
jika ada aksi pasti akan ada reaksi. Karma 
seseorang sangat menentukan cepat lambatnya 
proses pencapaian pembebasan, tergantung dari 
kualitas Catur Marga yang dipraktekan, seperti; 
Bhakti, Karma, Jnana dan Raja Yoga Marga. 
Sejatinya setiap kelahiran secara kodrat berbekal 
empat hal, yaitu suka, duka, lara, dan pati, inilah  
yang menjadi tantangan secara Sekala atau 
Niskala yang harus dihadapi supaya manusia bisa 
hidup harmonis.

Pohon yang ditanam buahnya jatuh tidak 
akan jauh dari pohonnya. Dimensi waktu dan 
perbuatan masa lalu akan menentukan warna 
seseorang disaat sekarang, bahkan warna 
tersebut akan menentukan di masa yang akan 
datang. Maka sepatutnya manusia dalam 
berkarya, segala bentuk dari perbuatan yang 
dilakukan adalah sebagai persembahan suci dan 
tiada untuk kepentingan pribadi Nis Kama Karma. 

Demikian, atas nama Yayasan Mudra Swari 
Saraswati kami menghaturkan terimakasih 
kepada semua Sponsor, Pemerintah, Kepolisian 
RI, Sukarelawan, Pecalang Ubud dan Penestanan, 
Puri Agung, dan masyarakat Ubud serta 
penghargaan atas kerja keras tim sehingga UWRF 
2019 bisa terlaksana dengan baik. 

Om Shanti Shanti Shanti.

Dr. Drs. Ketut Suardana M. Phil
Founder of Yayasan Mudra Swari Saraswati

Atas Asung Kertha Nugraha Ida Sanghyang 
Widi Wase, Tuhan Yang Maha Esa, kami 
mengucapkan selamat datang kepada seluruh 
peserta Ubud Writers & Readers Festival, yang 
diselenggarakan mulai tanggal 23 – 27 Oktober 
2019, dengan tema Karma. Ini adalah tahun ke-16 
penyelenggaraan UWRF.

Kepercayaan umat hindu di Bali dalam menjalani 
kesehariannya disebut “Panca Srada” yaitu; 
Percaya dengan adanya Tuhan Yang Maha Esa, 
Ida Sanghyang Widi Wase. Percaya dengan 
adanya  Atma. Percaya dengan adanya KARMA 
PALA. Percaya dengan adanya Samsara 
(Punarbhawa). Percaya dengan adanya Moksa.

“Karma“ bisa diartikan kegiatan atau kerja, 
sedangkan “Pala” adalah buahnya atau akibat 
dan hasilnya. Karma sebagai Tema UWRF 2019 
ini, semoga menghasilkan buah yang manis, 
lezat serta yang bisa meningkatkan kesadaran, 
memberi solusi, inspirasi, serta menjaga 
keseimbangan kehidupan Sekala dan Niskala. 

Saya mengucapkan selamat dan penghargaan 
atas kerja keras dan usaha panitia penyelenggara, 
para dharmawan yang berpartisipasi sebagai 
sponsor, Yayasan Mudra Swari Saraswati sebagai 
wadah  sehingga Ubud Writers & Readers 
Festival bisa berjalan sesuai dengan harapan kita 
bersama, lancar, dan sukses.

Om Santi Santi Santi Om.
Tjokorda Raka Kerthyasa S.sos, M.si.
Festival Patron

Congratulations to Ubud Writers & Readers 
Festival on its 16th year. 
 
The Festival is a magical experience and has 
grown to be one of the world’s top literary 
gatherings, where storytellers from across the 
archipelago and the world come together for 
stimulating conversation, creative exchange and 
to celebrate literature and art.
 
I hope you enjoy this year’s Ubud Writers & 
Readers Festival.

Nick Cave
Festival Patron
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FESTIVAL STAFF

GOVERNMENT

THANK YOU

FESTIVAL CONSULTANTS

CURATORIAL  COMMITTEE

TRANSLATION TEAM

UBUD PATRONS

WRITERS PATRONS

FRIENDS OF FESTIVAL

THANK YOU

Janet DeNeefe – Festival Founder & Director
Kadek Sri Purnami – General Manager
I Wayan Juniarta – National Program Manager
Saraswati Ratnanggana – Partnership Manager
Ayundari Gunansyach – Marketing Manager
Widiatmini – Accounting Coordinator
Eka Septiarti – Administrative Coordinator
Abut Suka Merta – Production Coordinator
Ari Putrayasa – Senior Partnership Coordinator
Wening Larasati – Partnership Coordinator
Ade Ardhana – Partnership Coordinator
Gustra Adnyana – Community Coordinator
Sarrah Monessa – Program Coordinator
Primadita Rahma Ekida – Program Coordinator
Harni Hapsari – UFF Assistant Manager
Tiara Mahardika – National Media Coordinator
Gungde Dwi Udyana – Senior Graphic Designer
Yogi Pradana – Graphic Designer
Yola Chandra – Volunteer Coordinator
Stanislaus Eko – Volunteer Coordinator
Reindy Bagaskara –Travel Officer 
Nagoya Pande – Production Assistant

Kementerian Pariwisata Republik 
Indonesia
Badan Ekonomi Kreatif Indonesia 
Mabes Polri
Gubernur Bali
Kapolda Bali
Dinas Pariwisata Provinsi Bali 
Dinas Kebudayaan Provinsi Bali
Brimob Polda Bali 
Bupati Gianyar
Kapolres Gianyar
Dandim Gianyar
Dinas Pariwisata Gianyar 
Dinas Kebudayaan Kab. Gianyar 
Dinas Sosial Kab. Gianyar
Dinas Komunikasi dan Informatika 
Kab. Gianyar
Badan Pengelola Keuangan dan 
Aset Daerah Kabupaten Gianyar
Camat Ubud 
Kapolsek Ubud
Lurah Ubud
LPM Ubud
Danramil Ubud
Desa Pekraman Ubud
Desa Pekraman Penestanan 
Desa Pekraman Lungsiakan
Desa Pekraman Sayan
Pecalang Desa Ubud 
Pecalang Desa Penestanan

Alexis Drevikovsky  – International Program 
Julia Winterflood  – International Media

Leila S. Chudori
Warih Wisatsana
Putu Fajar Arcana

Debra Yatim 
Julia Winterflood 
Pamela Allen 
Suzan Piper 
Toni Pollard 

Puri Agung Ubud
Tjokorda Raka Kerthyasa 
Tjokorda Gde Putra Sukawati 
Tjokorda Oka Artha Ardana 
Sukawati 
Tjokorda Gde Raka Sukawati 
Tjokorda Ngurah Suyadnya 

Anthony Cottan
Australasian Association of Writing 
Programs (AAWP)
Colin Singer 
Future Leaders 
I Wayan Juniarta
Peter Johnson - Vidhi Law Office

Jeffrey & Anna Mellefont 
Karen Dwarte 
Monash University Publishing
Patti Manolis

All our interns 
All our private donors 
All our volunteers 
Andika Dana Pratama
Aqmarina Andira
Astari Pinasthika Sarosa
Chrisantya Angelita
Dewi Suardana
Feby Bramandewi
Gus De Gunawan
Harun Arrasyid
Joanna Savill
Kadek Handayani
Komang Irfa Novita Sari
Lyndy Cooke
Richard Llewellyn
Staff of Casa Luna Group 
Staff of Honeymoon Guesthouse 
Staff of Indus Restaurant 
Sue Tweddell & Tony Parkinson
Suzanty Sitorus
Tannia Margaret
Tantri Ika Pramudita
Tony Wheeler & Maureen Wheeler
Virginia Helzainka

Bali Island School Full Page Ad - UWRF19 Booklet.ai   1   9/26/19   5:17 PM
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PRINCIPAL MEDIA PARTNERS

MEDIA PARTNERS

EMERALD PARTNERS

www.cosmopolitan.co.id

2019 PARTNERS

FOUNDERS SUPPORTED BY

MAJOR PARTNER

GOLD PARTNERS

SILVER PARTNERS

BRONZE PARTNERS

2019 PARTNERS
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2019 PARTNERS

DIAMOND ACCOMMODATION PARTNERS

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

PEARL ACCOMMODATION PARTNERS
!

Villa 
Sebali 

K O R I  U B U D
Resort  & Spa

MEDIA SUPPORTERS

2019 PARTNERS
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WELCOME TO
UBUD WRITERS & READERS 

FESTIVAL

THEME

OUR VENUES

GETTING
AROUND

From humble beginnings in 2004, Ubud Writers & Readers Festival has evolved into one of the world’s top literary and arts 
events – an annual pilgrimage for lovers of literature, conversation, and big ideas.

Bringing together some of the world’s most powerful voices in a melting pot of artists, authors, thinkers and performers, the 
Festival is a platform for meaningful exchange and cross-cultural dialogue. A place where artists and audiences alike can discuss 

shared inspirations, ideas and concerns, the Festival transcends cultural and geographical boundaries to create
a global community.

Across five days, Ubud Writers & Readers Festival delivers an extensive range of events – from fiery conversations to intimate 
literary lunches, gripping live performances and hands-on workshops. With 180+ speakers appearing in 150+ events across 20+ 

venues, the Festival transforms the artistic village of Ubud into a thriving creative hub for five days each year. 

Like many of the Festival’s previous themes, this 
year’s is drawn from a Hindu philosophy, but this 
time it’s one that is known universally. 

For Balinese Hindus, Karma Phala is the spiritual 
principle that each action has a consequence equal 
in force, and similar in form. “Karma Phala nak cicih” 
describes the belief, and cicih means certain and 
swift.

The conversations between literary luminaries, 
emerging writers, and leading journalists will ask 
whether we truly understand the consequences of 
our actions, and how we can best respond to the 
actions of others. They will delve into the heart of 
every gripping story: decision and consequence.

For its 16th year, the Festival worked with 
community visual artist Samuel Indratma,
to create an artwork reflecting the theme.

Main Venues

Around Ubud 

Shuttle 

Parking

Transport

MERCHANDISE

MEDIA

Festival Hub
@ Taman Baca 

The Festival’s Main Program is held 
across three venues: Festival Hub @ 
Taman Baca, Indus Restaurant, and 
Neka Museum. These venues are all 
within walking distance of each other 
on Jalan Raya Sanggingan. (Jalan is 
street in Indonesian.)

Special Events, Workshops, Cultural 
Workshops, and the Festival Club 
take place at various venues across 
Ubud, along with some Art Exhibitions, 
Book Launches, Film Screenings and 
Children & Youth events.

See the Directory on page 78 for all 
event locations.

A free shuttle runs between the three 
Main Venues and Museum Puri Lukisan 
on Jl. Raya Ubud. It runs between 
8:00–18:00 daily, every 30 minutes. 
Please wait at the Shuttle Point sign.

Please note that parking at the Festival 
Hub @ Taman Baca is limited. We 
suggest parking at Neka Museum and 
taking the shuttle to the Festival Hub.

Looking for a taxi or ojek (motorbike 
taxi) to get to your accommodation or 
next destination? Our staff can help 
you book transport at the Transport 
Center. Please note the Festival does 
not cover transport fees.

On our merchandise, we are honored 
to feature the custom artwork created 
for this year’s Festival by Samuel 
Indratma. T-shirts, tote bags, and 
notebooks can be purchased at the 
Official Merchandise Stall. Please check 
our website for prices.

If you are an accredited journalist 
here to cover the Festival, please 
collect your Media Pass from the 
Media Center, below the original Indus 
Restaurant. For interview and media 
requests please email  
media@ubudwritersfestival.com.

Taman Baca is the heart of the Festival. 
Here you will find:

• Box Office – Where you can 
purchase tickets to all events. 
If you have already purchased 
tickets online, exchange them 
at the Box Office for 4-Day Pass 
lanyards or 1-Day Pass wrist 
bands. The Box Office accepts 
Indonesian Rupiah and has credit 
card facilities.  

• Information Center – Any 
questions? Our staff and 
volunteers are ready to help you.

• Transport Center – Our volunteers 
can help you book transport.

• First Aid – The First Aid team are 
on duty from 10:00–22:00.

• UWRF program areas – Main 
Program, Live Music & Arts, and 
Film Screenings.

• Joglo @ Taman Baca – The home 
of some Book Launches. 

• Kebun and Kubu – The new 
homes of some Children & Youth 
events.

• Bookshop – Find UWRF speakers’ 
books at our official bookshop, 
supported by Gramedia Pustaka 
Utama and Periplus.
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• Taman Puisi – Translated as Poetry 
Park, this space devoted to writing 
and expression hosts the Piknik 
Puisi dan Ekspresi over three 
evenings. 

• Food & Beverage Stalls – Feeling 
hungry after a fiery discussion? 
Head to the stalls for delicious 
local dishes.

• Water Refill Stations – Fill up your 
water bottle at our donation-
based water refill stations.

• Indus Restaurant – Indus 
Restaurant is temporarily 
operating at a new location next 
to the Joglo @ Taman Baca. The 
original Indus is still one of the 
three Main Program venues.   

See the Festival Hub @ Taman Baca 
map on page 77 for locations.
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SCHEDULE
CHANGES

CONNECT
WITH US

ubudwritersfestival.com contains the 
most up-to-date schedule and speaker 
information. For schedule and speaker 
changes please check our website 
and social media, or visit the 
Information Center. 

Connect with the Festival on social 
media and help us bring Indonesia to 
the world. Use the hashtag #UWRF19 
so we can find and share your content. 

Out of respect to speakers and your 
fellow audience members, please put 
your phone on silent and do not use 
flash photography.

                 @ubudwritersfest

TICKETING
Online 

In Person 

MAIN PROGRAM
PASSES

4-Day and 1-Day Passes can be 
purchased on our website, via 
TryBooking or Eventbrite. All other 
event tickets can be purchased from 
the individual event pages. Bank 
transfers are also possible. Please see 
our website for details.

Tickets can be purchased from the 
Festival Box Office at Taman Baca, Jl. 
Raya Sanggingan, from 21–27 October, 
8:00–17:00. The Box Office accepts 
cash (Indonesian Rupiah), Visa 
and MasterCard. 

A second Main Program Only Box 
Office is located at Neka Museum, 
exclusively for the sale and collection of 
1-Day and 4-Day Main Program Passes. 
Only cash is accepted.

Tickets to events outside the Main Program must be purchased separately, online 
or at the Box Office. 

Questions? 
E: ticketing@ubudwritersfestival.com | P: +62 361 977 408 

From intimate in-conversations with 
leading authors, artists and activists, to 
fiery debates on some of the world’s 
most pressing issues, the Festival’s 
Main Program takes place from 24–27 
October. 

The 4-Day Pass includes entry to 
all 70 Main Program sessions, and 

MAIN PROGRAM
PASS TYPE IDR PRICE

4-DAY PASS

Indonesian (all Indonesian
nationals) 750,000

International (all international 
visitors) 4,400,000

KITAS/Resident/ASEAN (proof 
of applicable visa or passport 
required)

2,200,000

International Student (full-time 
student ID required) 1,500,000

Indonesian Student (proof of 
student ID required) 250,000

1-DAY PASS

Indonesian (all Indonesian 
nationals) 250,000

International (all international 
visitors) 1,430,000

KITAS/Resident/ASEAN (proof 
of applicable visa or passport 
required)

720,000

International Student (full-time 
student ID required) 490,000

the Closing Night Party at Blanco 
Renaissance Museum.

The 1-Day Pass includes entry to 
all Main Program sessions on your 
selected day. Only the 1-Day Pass 
for 27 October includes entry to the 
Closing Night Party.

MAIN PROGRAM

From intimate conversations between leading authors, artists, thinkers and performers, to fiery debates on 
some of the region’s most pressing issues, the Main Program takes place from 24–27 October.

Spanning 70 sessions over four days, it’s held across three Main Program Venues: Festival Hub @ Taman 
Baca, Indus, and NEKA Museum, which are all within walking distance of each other on Jl. Raya Sanggingan. 
 A free shuttle runs between each venue and Museum Puri Lukisan on Jl. Raya Ubud every 30 minutes, 
from 8:00 to 18:00.

OCTOBER 2524 26 27
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                                          09:00–09:45
   NEKA Museum

                                          10:15–11:30
   Taman Baca

                                          11:45–12:45
   Taman Baca

                                          13:00–14:15
   Taman Baca

                                          10:15–11:30
   NEKA Museum

                                          11:45–12:45
   NEKA Museum

                                          13:00–14:15
   NEKA Museum

                                          14:30–15:30
   NEKA Museum

                                          10:15–11:30
   Indus

                                          11:45–12:45
   Indus

                                          13:00–14:15
   Indus

                                          14:30–15:30
   Indus

24 October

24 October

24 October

24 October

24 October

24 October

24 October

24 October24 October

24 October

24 October

24 October

Festival Welcome

Karma and Kindness

Indonesian Emerging 
Writers 2019 

Read to Me: Mother Tongue

The Price of Democracy 

The Crime Scene

Islam Today

Megan K. Stack: Women’s 
Work

Asia Pacific Futures on the 
Page, Stage and Screen 

Lucy Inglis: Milk of Paradise

Enlightenment for All

Location, Location, Location

With: Janet DeNeefe

With: Andy Craven-Griffiths, Debby Loekito 
Goeyardi, Dian Sasmita, Maria Harfanti,  
Rio Helmi*

With: Chandra Bientang, Lita Lestianti, 
Ilhamdi Putra, Nurillah Achmad, Heru 
Sang Amurwabumi, Ketut Yuliarsa*

With: Yirga Gelaw Woldeyes, Nazli 
Karabiyikoglu, Ilhamdi Putra, Setyawan 
Samad, Miguel-Manso, Rodaan Al Galidi

With: Maria Hartiningsih, Nirwan 
Dewanto, Garin Nugroho, Frank Palmos, 
Stanley Widianto, Debra Yatim*

With: Mark Brandi, Mirandi Riwoe,
Patrick Winn, Gill Westaway*

With: Andreas Harsono, Eliza Vitri 
Handayani, Maryam Azam, Terence Ward, 
Michael Vatikiotis*

With: Megan K. Stack, Janet Steele*With: Melanie Mununggurr-Williams, 
Richard Oh, Kadek Sonia Piscayanti, 
Sally Breen*

With: Lucy Inglis, Kate Evans*

With: I Ketut Sandika, IGA Darma Putra, 
Rio Helmi, Kadek Sonia Piscayanti, Ketut 
Yuliarsa*

With: H.M. Naqvi, Pitchaya Sudbanthad, 
Robbie Arnott, Guy Gunaratne, Suneeta 
Peres da Costa*

Join us as Ubud Writers & Readers 
Festival begins with a traditional 
Balinese welcome dance, a warm 
welcome from our Founder and 
Director Janet DeNeefe, and two 
keynote speeches. In 2019 we 
celebrate 16 years as Southeast Asia’s 
leading festival of words and ideas.

Around the world, kindness is 
synonymous with karma: make a 
conscious choice to do good to others 
and good will come to you. But despite 
our best intentions, true kindness 
often eludes us. Listen closely as our 
panelists share what kindness can look 
like today.

Each year we put a call out to emerging 
writers across the archipelago: send us 
your stories. In 2019 we received 1,253 
submissions, the highest number since 
the program’s inception in 2008. Five 
were selected for our annual Bilingual 
Anthology. Come and meet this year’s 
Indonesian Emerging Writers.  

We’ve gathered a stellar lineup of 
UWRF’s finest to regale you with 
readings in their mother tongues. 
There’s nothing left for you to do but 
pick up some lunch from a Festival 
food stall, sit back and soak up the 
sounds of a good story.

Jakarta’s deadly riots following the 
announcement of Indonesia’s 17 April 
elections overshadowed what had 
been a peaceful process. Jokowi’s 
victory came as a relief for the nation’s 
moderate voters, but the riots left 
the question of how 68 million voters’ 
disappointment will play out. Our panel 
investigates the price of democracy.

When it comes to crime readers can’t 
get enough. We devour cosy classics, 
whodunnits and courtroom dramas, 
and are eternally fascinated by  
hard-boiled detectives, organized 
crime syndicates, plot twists and 
forensics. Our panel inspects the  
scene and zooms in on the appeal of a 
life of crime.

In the second half of this century 
Muslims will likely surpass Christians 
as the world’s largest religious group, 
according to Pew Research Center. 
From fractious headlines to peaceful 
personal practice, our panelists 
share insights into the intersection of 
religion, identity and politics.

Women employing women, mothers 
employing mothers: hiring domestic 
help has long been the solution for 
mothers seeking work/family balance. 
Former war journalist and new mother 
Megan K. Stack examines class, 
privilege and the apportioning of labor 
when faced with the inequalities of 
parenthood, and reflects on how her 
life becomes intertwined with those of 
the women who work for her.

In a 2019 Entertainment Weekly 
interview, Amy Tan reflected on 
the 30 years since The Joy Luck Club 
was published, commenting on 
the remarkable difference in Asian 
representation in literature and film. 
This panel weighs in on what has 
changed for Asia Pacific literatures on 
the page, stage and screen. 

Poppy tears, opium, heroin, fentanyl: 
poppy latex is a commodity without 
rival. Acclaimed cultural historian Lucy 
Inglis takes us on an epic journey 
from ancient Mesopotamia to modern 
America and Afghanistan with tales 
of addiction, trade, crime, sex, war, 
literature, medicine and, above all, 
money, as she charts the evolution of 
the milk of paradise.

Cacao circles, crystal alchemy, cosmic 
consciousness… the diversity of Bali’s 
spiritual and wellness activities is 
astounding. Bali has become a melting 
pot of ceremonies and practices, local 
and foreign, traditional and modern. 
Join these Balinese writers to examine 
the confluence of traditional teachings 
and their contemporary incarnations.

When setting looms large, readers 
close a book missing the location 
within as much as they miss its 
characters. From sprawling capitals to 
ancient wilderness, these writers have 
infused cities and landscapes with 
prismatic personalities and swathes 
of the fantastic, resulting in gripping 
reads where the setting is the star.

                                          14:30–15:30
   Taman Baca

24 October

Writing Mental Health 

With: Kate Richards, Lindsay Wong, Rudi 
Waisnawa, Valiant Budi, Luke Williams*

Mental health is increasingly part of 
public debate, but in many cultures 
and contexts it still carries stigma and 
shame. No strangers to mental illness, 
our panelists invite you to share an 
important conversation about how we 
live with mental illness as artists, and 
how we create art about mental health.

                                          15:45–17:00
   NEKA Museum

                                          15:45–17:00
   Indus

24 October 24 October

Parag Khanna: The Future
is Asian

Lemn Sissay: My Name is 
Why

With: Parag Khanna, Erin Cook* With: Lemn Sissay, Kate Evans*

Economic and strategic partnerships 
are burgeoning across Asia and the 
region is sharing governance and trade 
linkages like never before – the ‘Asian 
Century’ is much bigger than you might 
think. Get ready to see the world, and 
the future, from an Asian point of 
view as leading global strategist Parag 
Khanna brings his new book to the 
UWRF stage.

Amid the onslaught of highly addictive 
digital gadgets and games, Made 
Taro travels across Bali and beyond, 
teaching children about the magic of 
traditional games, songs and folklore. 
Listen in as this year’s UWRF Lifetime 
Achievement Award winner narrates 
his nearly four decades of celebrating 
folklore and oral storytelling.

                                          15:45–17:00
   Taman Baca

24 October

The Hijab Files

With: Uzma Jalaluddin, Lita Lestianti, 
Nurillah Achmad, Maryam Azam*

*Moderator

Spiritual garment, fashion 
accessory, piece of armor, symbol 
of empowerment: the hijab is no 
one thing. We hear from Muslim 
women whose writing about hijabs 
is far beyond the trope of the silent, 
oppressed veiled woman. They are 
restoring dignity to the hijab and its 
wearers with a dash of sass.
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22 23#UWRF19 #UWRF19

                                          09:00-10:00
   Taman Baca

                                          10:15–11:30
   Taman Baca

                                          09:00–10:00
   NEKA Museum

                                          10:15–11:30
   NEKA Museum

                                          09:00–10:00
   Indus

                                          10:15–11:30
   Indus

25 October

25 October

25 October

25 October

25 October

25 October

Throwing Out the Rule Book

Imagining the Past

Rise of the Tiger 

Yotam Ottolenghi: Simple

Guy Gunaratne: In Our Mad 
and Furious City

The Karma of Comedy

With: H.M. Naqvi, Jamie Marina Lau, Lala 
Bohang, Sam Cooney*

With: Iksaka Banu, Azhari Aiyub, 
Alessandro Baricco, Toni Jordan, 
Sebastian Partogi*

With: Seno Gumira Ajidarma, Andreas 
Harsono, Leila S. Chudori, Stanley 
Widianto, I Wayan Juniarta*

With: Yotam Ottolenghi, Joanna Savill*

With: Guy Gunaratne, Kate Evans*

With: James Roque, Lindsay Wong, Rhik 
Samadder, Maeve Marsden*

It takes an adventurous writer to 
throw tried and tested structures out 
the window and play with the infinite 
possibilities of text – and an even 
more intrepid reader to go along for 
the ride. Meet the savvy scribes who 
are breaking all the rules of traditional 
literary architecture, and are getting 
away with it in fine style.

Weaving fiction with historical threads 
is no easy feat. It demands a constant 
juggling act between the factual and 
the imaginary, reality and memory. 
Our panel explores the challenges 
and triumphs of breathing life into 
historical characters they’ve never  
met and narrating events they’ve  
never witnessed.

Indonesia is Southeast Asia’s largest 
economy and the world’s 16th largest. 
By 2030, it’s predicted to be the fourth 
largest. What will it take to get there? 
What is needed to ensure equitable 
development across the country? Join 
our panel of diverse voices as they 
dissect what’s required for Indonesia 
to be Asia’s next roaring tiger.

“In this day and age recipes are 
abundant... I love that I can learn a 
little bit more, whether it’s political, 
philosophical, historical, or personal.” 
For Yotam Ottolenghi, food is always 
a gateway to bigger conversations. 
This is a rare chance to hear from one 
of Britain’s most-loved food writers, 
in conversation with longtime food 
journalist and explorer, Joanna Savill.

“We’re sure Guy is set for big things,” 
said Metro on the release of Guy 
Gunaratne’s novel In Our Mad and 
Furious City, a snapshot of 48 hours 
in the estates of London. Meet the 
writer celebrated for his joyful use of 
language, vivid depictions of social 
alienation, and timely dissection of 
racial tension.

From gentle mockery to caustic 
sarcasm, there’s a victim at the butt 
of most good laughs. Must comedy 
be cruel to work, and does that mean 
comedians have a free pass when it 
comes to how they treat others? We’ve 
convened a round table of comedic 
writers and performers to dissect 
whether good comedy and good 
karma are mutually exclusive.

                                          11:45–12:45
   NEKA Museum

                                          11:45–12:45
   Indus

25 October 25 October

Andreas Harsono: Race, 
Islam and Power 

Lindy West: The Witches 
are Coming

With: Andreas Harsono, Janet Steele* With: Lindy West, Clementine Ford*

Andreas Harsono has covered 
Indonesia for Human Rights Watch 
since 2008. His new book Race, Islam 
and Power: Ethnic and Religious Violence 
in Post-Suharto Indonesia is the result 
of 15 years of documenting how race 
and religion have become increasingly 
prevalent in the nation’s politics. Join 
him in conversation with Indonesian 
media expert, Janet Steele.

There’s no stopping feminist firebrand 
Lindy West as she takes on trolls, fat 
shamers, gender stereotypers, pop 
culture and politicians with biting 
clarity and sass. Hear from the writer 
Esquire called “one of our foremost 
thinkers on gender” on the eve of the 
launch of her latest essay collection, 
The Witches are Coming.

                                          11:45–12:45
   Taman Baca

25 October

Bali’s Art Activists 

With: Debby Lukito Goeyardi, Rudi 
Waisnawa, Marmar Herayukti, Kadek 
Sonia Piscayanti*

The work of the island’s contemporary 
artists and writers is a window into 
Bali beyond the beaches and swaying 
palms. Meet a literacy activist fostering 
a love of reading among local children, 
a sculpture artist sparking a return 
to eco-friendly materials, and a 
photographer documenting the lives of 
Balinese living with mental illness.

                                          13:00–14:15
   Taman Baca

                                          13:00–14:15
   NEKA Museum

                                          14:30–15:30
   NEKA Museum

                                          13:00–14:15
   Indus

                                          14:30–15:30
   Indus

25 October25 October

25 October

25 October

25 October

Indonesian, Elsewhere Rhik Samadder: I Never Said 
I Loved You

The Role of the Arts in 
Cultural Diplomacy

Lessons Learned 

How Can Bali Survive? 

With: Cynthia Dewi Oka, Innosanto 
Nagara, Michelle Tanmizi, Laksmi 
Pamuntjak, Ketut Yuliarsa*

With: Rhik Samadder, Darryl Whetter*

With: Ashwini Devare, Michael Vatikiotis, 
Yusi Avianto Pareanom, Janet Steele*

With: Maria Hartiningsih, Lala Bohang, 
Yusi Avianto Pareanom, Alessandro 
Baricco, Debra Yatim*

With: Putu Fajar Arcana, Janet DeNeefe, 
Agung Suryawan Wiranatha, Iwan 
Dharmawan, Rio Helmi*

Around 9 million Indonesians live and 
work overseas, along with countless 
descendants of Indonesian migrants. 
Our panel of orang Indonesia living 
in diaspora recount their personal 
experiences of what it means to be 
Indonesian elsewhere.

Rhik Samadder’s memoir about mental 
illness, bad acting, backpacking with his 
mother, and the infinite ache of being 
alive was described by The Guardian’s 
Kate Kellaway as “one of the most 
eccentric and uplifting memoirs [she 
has] ever read.” Brace yourself as 
Rhik regales us with the story of that 
most unlikely of books: the hilarious 
depression memoir.

“We’re fractured nations because we’re 
not reading or translating each other,” 
said Malaysian author Bernice Chauly 
during the UWRF17 panel on ASEAN’s 
50th anniversary. Join our panel of 
experts as they compare experiences 
of cultural diplomacy, and invite us to 
consider how the arts can break down 
barriers and connect people across 
languages, cultures and politics.

“When you come out of the storm,  
you won’t be the same person who 
walked in,” muses Murakami in Kafka 
on the Shore. A seasoned journalist, a 
visual artist, a revered storyteller, and 
Italy’s most renowned contemporary 
writer reflect on their most significant 
life lessons, and how they influence 
their work.

A small island of 4.3 million, Bali 
received almost 16 million tourists 
last year. Tourism-related business 
comprises 80% of the economy, 
making it an indispensable source of 
livelihood and primary cause of social, 
cultural and ecological change. Join our 
panel as they ask the difficult question, 
how can Bali survive?

                                          14:30–15:30
   Taman Baca

25 October

Weapons of Mass Distortion 

With: Andreas Harsono, Nirwan Dewanto, 
Famega Syavira Putri, Stanley Widianto, Erin 
Cook*

Indonesia has 800,000 hoax-
distributing sites, according to the 
Ministry of Communication and 
Information Technology. What is the 
relationship between rising social 
media use and religious conservatism? 
How is it being used for political gain? 
Join our panel as they unravel these 
weapons of mass distortion.

                                          15:45–17:00
   NEKA Museum

                                          15:45–17:00
   Indus

25 October 25 October

Sartorial Art for Impact Is All Contemporary Fiction 
Speculative Fiction?

With: Didiet Maulana, Eliza Vitri Handayani, 
Idanna Pucci, Carly Findlay*

With: Claire G. Coleman, Krissy Kneen, 
Michelle Tanmizi, Pitchaya Sudbanthad, 
Astrid Edwards*

Speculative fiction has lurked in the 
shadows of the literary scene for years 
while realism stole the limelight. As our 
natural and political spheres crumble, 
spec fic’s dystopian worlds don’t seem 
so different. In this timely conversation, 
our panelists ask whether we’re now 
at the point where all contemporary 
fiction is in fact speculative fiction.

                                          15:45–17:00
   Taman Baca

25 October

Outside, Inside 

With: Jenny Zhang, Lou Drofenik, 
Emiliano Monge, Raymond Antrobus, 
Norman Ince*Meet our panel of creatives who 

tell stories with textiles. Whether 
advocating for the conservation of 
traditional Indonesian weaving, finding 
joy in bursts of color, or dressing to 
defy censorship and oppressive beauty 
norms, our panel of fashionistas know 
that clothes truly maketh the human. 
This is sartorial art for social impact.

Migrants are frequently represented 
as outsiders in literature, powerless 
and vulnerable. Our panel is rewriting 
tropes of migration in groundbreaking 
ways, granting agency to people on 
the move and as they settle and grow 
roots in new places. By reframing these 
stories of social exclusion, suddenly 
migrants are the new insiders. 
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24 25#UWRF19 #UWRF19

                                          09:00-10:00
   Taman Baca

                                          10:15–11:30
   Taman Baca

                                          09:00–10:00
   NEKA Museum

                                          10:15–11:30
   NEKA Museum

                                          09:00–10:00
   Indus

                                          10:15–11:30
   Indus

26 October

26 October

26 October

26 October

26 October

26 October

Behrouz Boochani & Omid 
Tofighian: No Friend But the 
Mountains

Vice Up Your Life

Sanam Maher: A Woman 
Like Her

Precious Peatlands 

Language Life Support 

Domestic Spaces

With: Behrouz Boochani (via live stream), 
Omid Tofighian, Kirsti Melville*

With: Jorge Franco, Luke Williams, Robert 
Evans, Valiant Budi, Lucy Inglis*

With: Sanam Maher, Clementine Ford*

With: Nirarta Samadhi, Butet Manurung, 
Nirwan Dewanto, Saras Dewi, I Wayan 
Juniarta*

With: Tara June Winch, Moe Clark, 
Putu Supartika, Raymond Antrobus, 
Michael Vatikiotis*

With: Archana Pidathala, Fiona Wright, 
Megan K. Stack, Fanny J. Poyk, Astrid 
Edwards*

Behrouz Boochani fled Iran in 2013, 
seeking asylum in Australia, and has 
been detained on Manus Island ever 
since. He wrote his award-winning 
book No Friend But the Mountains via 
WhatsApp, which was translated from 
the Farsi by Omid Tofighian. They share 
insights into the global refugee crisis 
and their unique relationship. 

The world as we know it was built 
on bad behavior, from dance and 
debauchery to trash talk and tripping. 
Our panelists dig deep to uncover 
the many and magnificent ways vice 
has influenced history and how we 
continue to crave it today. Harmless 
fun, character building or the path to 
self-destruction? You decide.

In 2016, Pakistan’s first social media 
celebrity Qandeel Baloch was 
murdered: an ‘honor killing’ at the 
hands of her own brother. Journalist 
Sanam Maher was compelled to write 
Qandeel’s story. Join Sanam as she 
reflects on the woman behind it, and 
life for young Pakistanis – where they 
find themselves in society, and where 
they would like to be.

Indonesia has 36% of the world’s 
tropical peatlands. Home to thousands 
of endangered species, this crucial 
habitat is severely threatened. Come 
and learn about conservation, and how 
literature can connect us with nature.

Supported by Pantau Gambut and WRI 
Indonesia.

An estimated 7,099 languages 
are spoken in the world. Political 
persecution, a lack of preservation 
and globalization mean that every two 
weeks another dies. With each death 
we lose identity, art, literature and oral 
storytelling traditions. Our panel looks 
at the impact of this loss and shares 
strategies for keeping languages alive.

The domestic, the interior and the 
personal have traditionally been 
relegated to the realm of women’s 
writing, which in recent years has 
been dismissed as too small to attract 
significant readership, critical acclaim 
and writing awards. Our panelists look 
beyond the censure and speak out in 
praise of the domestic.

                                          11:45–12:45
   NEKA Museum

                                          11:45–12:45
   Indus

26 October 26 October

Susan Orlean: We Are All 
Storytellers

Reza Aslan: God: A Human 
History

With: Susan Orlean, Ariel Leve* With: Reza Aslan, Terence Ward*

Susan Orlean’s curiosity has fueled a 
career researching flowers, famous 
dogs and fires. A bestselling author 
who has written prolifically for The New 
York Times, her latest book, The Library 
Book, is a homage to libraries and the 
essential role they have played in her 
life. This is an unmissable session for 
lovers of a good story. 

Born into a Shia Muslim family that 
migrated to the US after fleeing 
the Iranian Revolution, Reza Aslan 
converted to Christianity as a teen and 
then returned to Islam. He is now a 
religious scholar, bestselling author, 
broadcaster and commentator. He 
shares his insights into aspects of 
global faiths both human and divine. 

                                          11:45–12:45
   Taman Baca

26 October

You Can’t Be What You
Can’t See

With: Innosanto Nagara, Rizka Ramli, 
Simi Genziuk, Clementine Ford*

You can’t be what you can’t see – for 
children, stories play a fundamental 
role in illuminating things once unseen 
and recognizing subjects once taboo. 
Superheroes and everyday heroes, 
underdogs and activists come alive 
as our panel ensures diversity and 
representation in books for little ones.

                                          13:00–14:15
   Taman Baca

                                          13:00–14:15
   NEKA Museum

                                          14:30–15:30
   NEKA Museum

                                          13:00–14:15
   Indus

                                          14:30–15:30
   Indus

26 October26 October

26 October

26 October

26 October

Read to Me: PoetryThe Unsung Heroes of 
Literature 

Tony Wheeler: On Travel

Rewriting the Classics

Peripheral Vision 

With: Helena Natasha, Theoresia Rumthe, 
Irwan Bajang, Jenny Zhang, Andy Craven-
Griffiths, Eunice Andrada

With: Aleko Shugladze, Omid Tofighian, 
Sebastian Partogi, Gill Westaway*

With: Tony Wheeler, Fiona Wright*

With: Emiliano Monge, Mirandi Riwoe, 
Uzma Jalaluddin, Toni Jordan*

With: Theoresia Rumthe, Setyawan 
Samad, Faisal Oddang, Olin Monteiro*

We’ve gathered a stellar lineup of 
UWRF’s finest to regale you with all 
things poetic. There’s nothing left for 
you to do but pick up some lunch from 
a Festival food stall, sit back and soak 
up the sounds of a good stanza.

Translators are literature’s unsung 
heroes. Transposing literal meaning 
never cuts it: translators always rely 
on context, making constant calls of 
judgement. It’s due to their efforts 
readers can travel to places unknown. 
Our panel of translators and translated 
writers address the impact translation 
has on how we see the world.

Described by The New York Times as 
“the trailblazing patron saint of the 
world’s backpackers and adventure 
travelers,” Lonely Planet Co-founder 
Tony Wheeler’s new book On Travel is a 
celebration of the good things it brings. 
But with overtourism endangering 
cultures and fuel emissions 
endangering the planet, can we travel 
with a clear conscience? Tony shares 
his thoughts on travel today.

Dante’s Divine Comedy woven into a 
story about human trafficking. Pride 
and Prejudice as a Muslim rom com 
in modern-day Toronto. The ‘Malay 
trollope’ in W. Somerset Maugham’s 
The Four Dutchmen revisiting her lack 
of agency. Join us for a discussion with 
authors who’ve rewritten classics – as 
homage, critique or both.

A nation of more than 17,000 islands 
yet – just like with its presidents – when 
it comes to publishing those from 
outside Java are too often overlooked. 
But the eastern winds of change are 
blowing, and demand for regionally 
diverse voices is growing. Hailing from 
eastern Indonesia, these writers will 
share their challenges and triumphs to 
be recognized on the national stage.

                                          14:30–15:30
   Taman Baca

26 October

Compete or Collaborate? 

With: Jessica Jackley, Robert Evans, Sam 
George-Allen, Kirsti Melville*

Living within a community can stoke 
the embers of our competitive 
side. From creatives to women to 
entrepreneurs, our panel of team 
players urges us to consider shifting 
that competitive streak into a drive 
to collaborate. Bring your community 
spirit as they unpack the impact of 
working alongside others and the 
outcomes for all involved.

                                          15:45–17:00
   NEKA Museum

                                          15:45–17:00
   Indus

26 October 26 October

Talking ‘Bout a Revolution Tasting Memories

With: Novuyo Rosa Tshuma, Suneeta Peres 
da Costa, Azhari Aiyub, Norman Ince*

With: Bara Pattirajawane, Joanna Savill, 
Lou Drofenik, Archana Pidathala*

“Food is the best way to explore 
a culture,” says our Founder and 
Director Janet DeNeefe. For these 
foodie scribes, writing about it is also 
the best way to explore family history 
and national pride. Whether weaving 
food into fiction or crafting recipes, 
our panel dishes on the discoveries 
that are only possible when we let our 
tastebuds do the talking.

                                          15:45–17:00
   Taman Baca

26 October

Homegrown Heroes 

With: Rizqi Rinaldy Mosmarth, Rizka 
Ramli, Putu Supartika, Richard Oh*

Countries on the precipice of 
revolution make for fascinating literary 
fodder. Travel back to times a-changin’ 
for Indonesia, Angola and Zimbabwe – 
from colonial regime to revolutionary 
uprising to aftermath. Meet the writers 
who have so boldly and evocatively 
captured these defining and 
unforgettable moments in history.

Indonesian comic superheroes have 
long been in the stranglehold of 
foreign character translations. But the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe is creating 
demand for local superheroes, along 
with Gundala, a recent film based on 
Hasmi’s character created in 1969. Join 
our panel as they sketch reasons why 
now is the time for homegrown heroes 
to shine.
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26 27#UWRF19 #UWRF19

                                          09:00-10:00
   Taman Baca

                                          09:00–10:00
   NEKA Museum

                                          09:00–10:00
   Indus

27 October27 October 27 October

Millennial MemoirLife After #MeToo Richard Fidler: Back in Time

With: Bri Lee, Karoline Kan, Lindsay Wong, 
Krissy Kneen*

With: Nazli Karabiyikoglu, Sanam Maher, 
Eliza Vitri Handayani, Joan Arakkal, Sam 
George-Allen*

With: Richard Fidler, Astrid Edwards*

Memoirs are no longer seen as the 
domain of those at the end of long 
and accomplished lives: millennials 
are writing fresh and compelling 
stories, tackling everything from the 
legal system to life in the shadow of 
Tiananmen Square to mental health. 
Our panelists compare experiences of 
putting their lives on the page.

#MeToo is “a movement representing 
probably the greatest collaboration of 
women since the suffragettes”, says 
Sam George-Allen. With the hashtag 
in regular rotation in 85+ nations and 
aftershocks still rippling across the 
world, a diverse lineup of feminists 
discuss life after #MeToo.

Richard Fidler is taking his gift for 
storytelling back in time. He has 
traipsed through Istanbul uncovering 
legendary Constantinople with his 
son, and journeyed to the sites of the 
beautiful and bloody Icelandic sagas 
with his friend Kári Gíslason. Now he 
takes the UWRF stage to talk about 
his love of history and travel, and the 
stories where the two meet.

                                          10:15–11:30
   Taman Baca

                                          10:15–11:30
   NEKA Museum

                                          10:15–11:30
   Indus

27 October27 October 27 October

Reading in the Age of 
Instagram

Walk the Thought Blending In, Blending Out

With: Kadek Sonia Piscayanti, Helena 
Natasha, Kathrin Honesta, Irwan Bajang, 
Famega Syavira Putri*

With: Amit Janco, Jamil Jan Kochai, Jono 
Lineen, Tony Wheeler*

With: Eunice Andrada, Tara June Winch, 
Melati Suryodarmo, Adriaan van Dis, 
Jonathan Miller*

As we grow increasingly screen-
addicted, how can books compete? 
The impact of social media addiction 
and binge-watching on our reading 
habits has become a major concern for 
individuals and publishers alike. Meet 
the creatives striving to bring art and 
literature to public attention in screen-
obsessed Indonesia.

From Jesus to Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 
Austen to Abramović, Dickens to 
Darwin, the big thinkers needed to keep 
moving to keep thinking. Our panel 
reflects on the importance of putting 
one foot in front of the other, from the 
science of strolling to spiritual quests in 
Spain and adventures in Afghanistan.

In our globalized world, love, work, 
curiosity and the quest for a better life 
mean we’re moving across borders, 
languages and cultures like never 
before. Our panelists have all called 
multiple places home – as children or 
as adults – and they join us to reflect 
on how living between spaces enriches 
our lives, and at what cost.

                                          11:45–12:45
   NEKA Museum

                                          11:45–12:45
   Indus

27 October 27 October

Akala: Natives Moving Pictures

With: Akala, Kirsti Melville* With: Citra Marina, Mira Jacob, Peter van 
Dongen, Samuel Indratma, Darryl Whetter*

Award-winning hip-hop artist Akala’s 
bestselling Natives: Race and Class in 
the Ruins of Empire is a searing polemic 
on race and class in the British Empire. 
With a life and outlook shaped by 
these elements, Akala takes us from 
the personal to the universal as he 
confronts the issues at the heart of the 
legacy of Britain’s racialized empire.

The way we consume stories is rapidly 
changing, and the popularity of graphic 
novels, memoirs and other types of 
visual storytelling for adult audiences 
proves images can capture captivating 
narratives. Join these skilled sketchers 
from around the world as they discuss 
the joys and challenges of transforming 
words into poignant pictures.

                                          11:45–12:45
   Taman Baca

27 October

Indonesian Cinema as Soft 
Power  

With: Seno Gumira Ajidarma, Richard Oh, 
Garin Nugroho, Rayya Makarim,
Leila S. Chudori*

With a vast market and burgeoning 
production power, our film industry 
has huge potential. Recently, local films 
and industry members have enjoyed 
rising international prominence. Could 
Indonesian cinema be a form of soft 
power to expand the nation’s impact 
in regional and global cultural scenes? 
Join our panel to find out.

                                          13:00–14:15
   Taman Baca

                                          13:00–14:15
   NEKA Museum

                                          14:30–15:30
   NEKA Museum

                                          13:00–14:15
   Indus

                                          14:30–15:30
   Indus

27 October27 October

27 October

27 October

27 October

In Defense of PoetsResa Boenard: A Landfill Life 

Irvine Welsh: Choose Life

Water’s Edge 

Word of Mouth 

With: Cynthia Dewi Oka, Theoresia 
Rumthe, Raymond Antrobus, Melanie 
Mununggurr-Williams*

With: Resa Boenard, Ade Putri 
Paramadita*

With: Irvine Welsh, Sam Cooney*

With: Ilhamdi Putra, Setyawan Samad, 
Mirandi Riwoe, Faisal Oddang, Kadek 
Sonia Piscayanti*

With: Jamil Jan Kochai, Karoline Kan,
Moe Clark, Claire G. Coleman*

From the poet in the attic to feisty slam 
poets and the pithy poets of Instagram, 
it’s all too easy to stereotype these 
lovers of rhythm and rhyme. But the 
resurgence of poetry means poets are 
having their moment. Join these poets 
from around the globe as they come 
together in defense of their people.

Covering 110 hectares and receiving 
more than 7,000 tons of trash daily, 
Bantar Gebang in Bekasi, West Java 
is Southeast Asia’s biggest open 
landfill. It’s also home to thousands of 
scavengers. For more than 14 years, 
Resa Boenard has brought education 
and empowerment to the children and 
women of this community. Join her for 
a tour of a dump she calls home.

It’s been 26 years since Irvine Welsh 
gave the world Trainspotting, the  
book deemed by Rebel Inc. “the best 
book ever written by man or woman” 
that went on to define a generation. 
Since then he’s written 11 more books, 
plus plays and adaptations. Give Born 
Slippy. NUXX a spin, then listen in as he 
reflects on a life spent with razor- 
sharp words.

Distant shores and intimately familiar 
beaches have been a constant source 
of inspiration for creative minds since 
time immemorial. What does the sea 
bring to their hearts? A sunrise of 
elation or sunset of melancholy? Settle 
in as our panel combs through the 
flotsam and jetsam of their lifelong 
fascination with the water’s edge.

Oral storytelling traditions have never 
lost their grip on us. Whether it’s family 
history being passed on, breathing 
life into cultural wisdom, or for pure 
entertainment, there’s an intimacy 
and honor in being a listener, and 
masterful skill in sharing the story. Our 
panel reveals the effect oral storytelling 
has had on their creative lives.

                                          14:30–15:30
   Taman Baca

27 October

Bali’s Poet-Priests

With: IGA Darma Putra, Putu Supartika, 
Prof. I Wayan Rai S, I Wayan Juniarta*

Danghyang Nirartha and Ida Pedanda 
Made Sidemen are the brightest 
beacons for Balinese writers navigating 
the complex terrain of the island’s 
traditional literature. These writers 
reflect on the influence and legacy 
of these kawi-wiku (poet-priests), 
particularly on their teachings about 
using literature as a tool for sharpening 
the mind and soothing the soul.

                                          15:45–17:00
   NEKA Museum

                                          15:45–17:00
   Indus

27 October 27 October

Multilingual Wordsmiths Made Taro: A Lifetime of 
Storytelling

With: Rodaan Al Galidi, Yirga Gelaw 
Woldeyes, Tara June Winch*

With: Made Taro, Ketut Yuliarsa*

Amid the onslaught of highly addictive 
digital gadgets and games, Made 
Taro travels across Bali and beyond, 
teaching children about the magic of 
traditional games, songs and folklore. 
Listen in as this year’s UWRF Lifetime 
Achievement Award recipient narrates 
his nearly four decades of celebrating 
folklore and oral storytelling.

                                          15:45–17:00
   Taman Baca

27 October

Decision and Consequence

With: Aleko Shugladze, Kate Richards, 
Matt Morgan, Prabhu Darmayasa,
Bri Lee*

Crafting the perfect sentence in one’s 
mother tongue is hard enough, without 
the complications that working in a 
second language brings. But that hasn’t 
stopped this panel. Not content to 
create in just one language, they share 
accounts of their personal experiences 
of the joys and frustrations of 
becoming multilingual wordsmiths.

For Balinese Hindus, Karma Phala 
is the principle that each action has 
a consequence equal in force, and 
similar in form. No one, real or fictional, 
is immune from it – from intensive care 
to species conservation, this principle 
is at work. Our panel analyzes the 
weight of decision and action, and who 
bears the consequence.
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SPECIAL Events

SPECIAL EVENTS

From intimate literary lunches with Festival headliners to long table dinners with the  
region’s most exciting voices, our Special Events take place at Ubud’s top-rated  
restaurants and resorts.

With limited spaces available, we strongly advise that Special Events are booked in  
advance. Please bring your booking confirmation to the event as proof of purchase,  
either printed or on your device.

OCTOBER 2423 25 26 27

Gala Opening & Writers 
Dinner

Rhyme and Reason in the 
Region

Front Line, Front Page

A Storyteller’s Lunch

A Foodie’s Lunch with Yotam 
Ottolenghi

Stories of Seeking Asylum

Arts of the Archipelago

Cocktail Hour with Yotam 
Ottolenghi

Thinking Big at bridges 

Stories by the Sea

Join our Gala Opening at Ubud Royal 
Palace, featuring key speakers and 
traditional Balinese dance. Then, 
head to Casa Luna where you’ll rub 
shoulders with the Festival’s stars at 
our private Writers Dinner. Make new 
friends over Balinese fare as you get 
ready for the Festival to unfold.

Includes welcome drink, Balinese dinner 
and dessert.

We’re bringing together old favorites 
and new voices as UWRF’s finest 
writers from across the region gather 
for a long table dinner. Indulge in 
exceptional Indian cuisine while our 
writers regale you with tales of this 
forever fascinating, dizzyingly diverse, 
most populous part of the world.

Includes welcome drink and sharing
plate dinner.

Whether reporting from far flung 
locales or the world’s trouble spots, 
telling stories of tragedy or triumph, 
the work of a foreign correspondent is 
never dull. We’ve managed to pin down 
the industry’s finest to share some of 
the highs and lows that have defined 
their careers in the foreign bureau. 

Includes three cocktails, two mocktails 
and canapés.

Ignite your imagination at breathtaking 
Alila Ubud. Susan Orlean, Richard 
Fidler, and Lucy Inglis breathe life into 
research, bringing to light stories at 
once true and incredible. Join them for 
a lunch less ordinary as they take you 
on a journey through space and time.

Includes welcome drink and 3-course 
Balinese lunch.

Yotam Ottolenghi has reset the table 
and reinvented the way many home 
cooks get creative. Festival food lovers 
have the chance to sit down together 
for a feast of Ottolenghi sharing dishes, 
while Yotam shares the secrets of his 
culinary life.

Includes welcome drink and sharing
plate feast.

An unprecedented 70.8 million people 
around the world have been forced 
from home, and refugee writers are 
bringing first-hand accounts onto front 
pages and family bookshelves. Join 
Festival guests from diverse regions as 
they share stories of escape, injustice, 
and new beginnings.

Includes welcome drink and Asian buffet 
lunch.

Join us for a magical evening at Padma 
Resort, featuring Papuan dance, 
poetry readings, and a solo recital by 
Jakarta-born pianist and composer 
Ananda Sukarlan. The Sydney Morning 
Herald named him “one of the world’s 
leading pianists … at the forefront of 
championing new piano music”.

Includes canapés, wine and juice, an 
optional buffet dinner, and transfers.

As the sun sets over Campuhan Ridge, 
Festival foodies will gather for one 
of UWRF’s most anticipated Special 
Events. For an intimate cocktail hour, 
chef, restaurateur and food writer 
Yotam Ottolenghi takes us behind the 
scenes of a career in kitchens and on 
the page.

Includes three cocktails and canapés.

We’ve gathered three of the Festival’s 
big thinkers for a one-night-only 
celebration. Join religious scholar Reza 
Aslan, risk-taking journalist Sanam 
Maher, and professional globetrotter 
Tony Wheeler at bridges for dinner and 
a banquet of big ideas.

Includes welcome drink and three-
course dinner.

Ubud Writers & Readers Festival’s 
Stories by the Sea returns to the iconic 
Tandjung Sari Hotel for one night 
only. Join renowned storyteller Idanna 
Pucci and bestselling author and New 
Yorker staff writer Susan Orlean for 
conversation ranging across books, 
writing, and the passions that unite 
writers and readers.

Includes welcome drink, dinner and 
dessert.

  23 October   18:00–23:00
  IDR 1,800,000    Ubud Royal Palace   

  24 October   18:00–21:00
  IDR 950,000    Maison  

  24 October   17:30–19:30
  IDR 600,000    Desa Visesa   

  25 October   12:00–14:30
  IDR 850,000    Alila Ubud

  26 October   12:00–14:30
  IDR 2,200,000    Casa Luna

  27 October   12:00–14:30
  IDR 800,000    Plataran Ubud

  24 October   17:30–19:30
  IDR 400,000    Padma Resort 

  25 October   17:30–19:00
  IDR 1,600,000    Indus Restaurant   

  26 October   18:30–21:30
  IDR 1,000,000    bridges   

  27 October   19:00–21:00
  IDR 500,000    Tandjung Sari 

With: Janet DeNeefe

With: Please see our website for lineup

With: Frank Palmos, Andreas Harsono, 
Jonathan Miller, Megan K. Stack

With: Susan Orlean, Richard Fidler, Lucy 
Inglis, Toni Jordan

With: Yotam Ottolenghi, Joanna Savill, 
Janet DeNeefe 

With: Behrouz Boochani (via live stream), 
Omid Tofighian, Rodaan Al Galidi, Tara 
June Winch

With: Ananda Sukarlan

IDR 688,000

With: Yotam Ottolenghi, Joanna Savill, 
Janet DeNeefe 

With: Reza Aslan, Sanam Maher, Tony 
Wheeler, Gill Westaway

With: Susan Orlean, Idanna Pucci, Ariel 
Leve



32 33#UWRF19 #UWRF19

G
ra

p
h

ic
 D

es
ig

n
er

 /
/ 

S
te

lla
 M

az
za

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE
SEAFOOD & GRILL

  JL. RAYA LUNGSIAKAN #64 I UBUD
HP/WA: +62 813 98 625 483

daily 3pm - midnight
@velvetubud  

An exclusive, hidden heaven for lovers of 
authentic Mexican cuisine, creative cocktails 

and a unique Ubud atmosphere.

velvetbali.com   

lazycats.
your home away from home...

 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNER - COFFEE - COCKTAILS 
Jl. Raya Ubud No.23, Ubud, Gianyar, Bali - open daily 8am-10pm
lazycats007@gmail.com Tel: +62 (0) 813 3882 2589 @lazycatscafe
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                                          14:00–17:00
   Element by Westin Bali Ubud

                                          14:00–17:00
   Taksu Spa & Restaurants

                                          14:00–17:00
   The Samaya Ubud

                                          10:00–13:00
   Kori Ubud Resort Spa & Restaurant

                                          10:00–13:00
   Element by Westin Bali Ubud

                                          10:00–13:00
   Kori Ubud Resort Spa & Restaurant

                                          10:00–13:00
   Full Circle, a concept by Expat. Roasters

                                          14:00–17:00
   Kori Ubud Resort Spa & Restaurant

                                          14:00–17:00
   The Samaya Ubud

                                          14:00–17:00
   Taksu Spa & Restaurants

                                          10:00–13:00
   Menzel Ubud

                                         14:00–17:00
   Taksu Spa & Restaurants

23 October

24 October

25 October

27 October24 October

25 October

26 October

27 October24 October

25 October

26 October

27 October

WORKSHOPS

PRICE

Sharpen your literary abilities with our Workshop series, conducted by 
some of the Festival’s most dynamic authors, artists, thinkers and  
performers in various venues across Ubud.

With limited seats available, we strongly advise that Workshops 
are booked in advance. Please bring your booking confirmation 
to the event as proof of purchase, either printed or on your device.

International:   IDR650,000
Resident:          IDR450,000
National:           

OCTOBER 2423 25 26 27

Writing for Healing

Writing and Performing
Stand-Up Comedy

Writing the Wilderness

Short Story Secrets Creative Karma

Getting Real Dialogue Out of 
Your Characters

Investigative Writing

Writing IntimacyWalking and Creativity

Spoken Word Beyond Slam

Mengabadikan Kisah Kelana

Improv for Ideation

With: Olin Monteiro

With: James Roque

With: Robbie Arnott

With: Novuyo Rosa TshumaWith: Clare Fisher

With: Mira Jacob

With: Patrick Winn and Pailin Wedel

With: Toni JordanWith: Jono Lineen

With: Melanie Mununggurr-Williams

With: Famega Syavira Putri

With: Paige Leacey

Women and members of minority 
groups face myriad challenges. 
Contribute your voice to a discussion 
about how you can do good and 
produce your own good karma.
This workshop is designed to create 
a safe healing safe space for sharing 
stories and finding the happiness you 
deserve. Come dressed for writing
and yoga.

Stand-up comedy is one of the most 
raw and intimidating forms of self-
expression. It’s also one of the best 
ways to show truths, and has the ability 
to hold a mirror to society by disarming 
people with laughter. Learn the basics 
of where to begin as a comedian and 
how to bring the funny out of you.

For as long as humans have existed, 
we’ve told stories that seek to make 
sense of the natural world around 
us. Covering myths, fables, novels 
and non-fiction, explore how to write 
about the wilderness in ways that feel 
fresh, exciting and true – and why it’s 
important that we do.

How can the short story form help you 
hone your craft? In this workshop you’ll 
interrogate the elements of brevity, 
assess various writers’ styles, complete 
short writing exercises and explore 
the boundaries of fiction. Come ready 
to discuss the practice of revision and 
how to successfully establish a
writing routine.

What is the relationship between 
karma and creativity? How can the 
concept of karma be narrated and 
described through creative writing? 
Explore these questions and more with 
award-winning novelist and short story 
writer, Clare Fisher. Through a series 
of interactive writing, reading and 
discussion exercises you will expand 
and explore your own creative karma.

Do you dread writing dialogue? Feel 
your work falls flat on the page? Do 
you love it in the moment and then 
upon rereading worry it isn’t serving 
the story? In this workshop you’ll study 
how dialogue works, dissect when and 
why it sounds contrived, and create 
strategies to keep it feeling believable 
and alive.

Wildly curious about a place that’s hard 
to reach? Unsure how to convince 
elusive people to open up? Come 
and hear insights for capturing real 
life stories and composing creative 
non-fiction. Patrick Winn, an author 
covering the criminal underworld, and 
investigative journalist Pailin Wedel 
offer a guide to drawing narratives out 
of hidden places.

Writing intimate scenes in fiction is 
complex. Will readers laugh? What will 
my parents think? In this post-Christian 
Grey world, it’s harder than ever to 
write authentically about the bedroom. 
This no-holds-barred workshop will 
explore the use of fictional intimacy 
to show yearning, fear, pain, hope, 
vulnerability and tenderness.

For four million years walking has 
inspired human creativity. Author 
and museum curator Dr Jono Lineen 
explains how to unlock your creative 
power using humankind’s simplest 
locomotion. Through talks and practice 
you’ll learn how walking generates our 
most innovative states of mind and 
how different styles can assist creatives 
in overcoming artistic obstacles. Come 
dressed for walking.

Australian Poetry Slam Champion 
Melanie Mununggurr-Willams will guide 
you through the tough times, the joys 
and the big changes as you explore 
emotions through your senses. Craft 
powerful poems, stories, monologues 
and messages as Melanie challenges 
your writing techniques and pushes 
abstract concepts into concrete imagery.

Apa yang dibutuhkan oleh seorang 
travel writer untuk menghasilkan cerita 
perjalanan – yang tidak hanya sekadar 
memaparkan informasi, tetapi juga 
menyentuh hati dan menjadi sumber 
inspirasi? Bersama Famega Syavira 
Putri, ubah pengalaman traveling Anda 
menjadi sebuah tulisan yang berkesan.

Lokakarya ini disampaikan dalam 
Bahasa Indonesia.

When Einstein struggled to solve a 
complex equation, he’d often take 
violin breaks. After several hours of 
fiddling, he found he could return to 
his calculation and crack it with ease. 
Expunging creative or inspirational 
blockage often only requires the 
courage to get out of one’s own way – 
what better method than through the 
age-old playtime of theatre sports?
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CULTURAL WORKSHOPS

UWRF is an opportunity to delve deeper into Balinese society. Led by Ubud’s most 
respected guides, our Cultural Workshops are rich in Balinese and Indonesian cultural 
heritage, from the art of batik painting to the language of offerings.

With limited spaces available, we strongly advise that Cultural Workshops are booked in 
advance. Please bring your booking confirmation to the event as proof of purchase, either 
printed or on your device.

OCTOBER 2524 26 27

Market Tour and
Cooking Class

Batik Painting

Herb Walk

Bahasa Indonesia Breakfast

 Culinary Jalan-Jalan

Early Morning Yoga

Basa Bali Breakfast

The Language of Offerings

For traveling foodies and curious 
cooks, discovering local produce at 
traditional markets is an essential 
holiday ingredient. With the Casa 
Luna Cooking School team, learn 
about Balinese cuisine’s colorful array 
of herbs and spices at Ubud Central 
Market, then return to the Cooking 
School to prepare a lavish Balinese 
feast, accompanied by a glass or two of 
local rice wine or iced hibiscus tea.

Iconic for both its artistry and long 
history, Indonesia’s batik is designated 
by UNESCO as a Masterpiece of Oral 
and Intangible Heritage of Humanity. 
Whether printing with a cap or 
designing freehand with the canting, 
this intimate workshop is a chance 
to explore the processes, tools and 
techniques for you to produce a 
beautiful batik painting.

This workshop will introduce you 
to the wealth of natural remedies 
growing wild around Ubud. Guides Lilir 
and Westi have studied Usada Bali, a 
traditional Balinese book of healing, 
and have spent much time researching 
Balinese plants and using them in their 
daily lives. 

Includes fresh coconut drink or herbal 
drink.

Kick-start your Festival day with 
traditional Balinese treats and coffee, 
while learning the basics of Bahasa 
Indonesia with the bubbly team from 
Cinta Bahasa. Learn key greetings, 
the dos and don’ts, as well as useful 
Indonesian phrases that will help you 
make the most of your time in Ubud.

Includes Balinese treats and coffee, and 
language booklet. 

This is a rare opportunity to visit the  
homes of Ubud’s culinary legends, and 
learn about their dishes which have 
delighted people for decades. The 
finale is a feast of authentic Balinese 
food in the charming surrounds of 
Casa Luna, Festival Director Janet 
DeNeefe’s iconic restaurant.

Includes breakfast of suckling pig, and 
betutu chicken and duck at Casa Luna.

Embrace your morning sun salutations 
overlooking Campuhan Ridge with our 
free yoga session. Please bring your 
own yoga mat. 

Funds raised from this event will support 
Yayasan Mudra Swari Saraswati’s 
community-building programs. 
Supported by Swami Vivekananda 
Cultural Centre.

Kick-start your Festival day with 
Balinese treats and coffee, while 
learning the basics of Basa Bali with 
the team from Cinta Bahasa. Learn key 
greetings, the dos and don’ts, as well 
as useful Balinese phrases that will 
help you make the most of your time 
in Ubud.

Includes Balinese treats and coffee, and 
language booklet. 

With their intricately woven leaves and 
pretty collection of petals, you’ve no 
doubt admired the Balinese Hindu 
offerings adorning homes, streets and 
temples. Now you can discover the 
reasons behind the rituals. This is a 
rare opportunity to learn about the 
Balinese Hindu belief system and the 
rich variety of ancient offerings and 
ceremonies held across the island.

  24 October   08:00–13:00
  IDR485,000        

  25 October   10:00–14:00
  IDR550,000        

  27 October   08:00–11:00
  IDR350,000        

  24 October   08:00–08:45
  IDR150,000        

  26 October   06:00–09:00
  IDR500,000        

  27 October   07:00–08:00
  IDR50,000        

  25 October   08:00–08:45
  IDR150,000        

  26 October   11:00–13:00
  IDR350,000        

Meet at Casa Luna

Nirvana Pension

Meet at Casa Luna

Joglo @ Taman 
Baca.

Meet at Casa Luna

Joglo @ Taman 
Baca

Joglo @ Taman 
Baca.

Nirvana Pension

CU
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                                          10:00–12:00
   Kebun @ Festival Hub

                                          10:00–12:00
   Yellow Coco Creative Nest

                                          10:00–12:00
   Campuhan College

                                          10:00–12:00
   Campuhan College

                                          14:00–16:00
   Kubu @ Festival Hub

24 October 24 October24 October 25 October24 October

CHILDREN & YOUTH

The Festival isn’t just for established voices – it’s a place to encourage budding ones to 
grow. Designed for aspiring Affandis and Dee Lestaris, our Children & Youth program is 
a series of hands-on workshops spanning writing, drawing, poetry and performance.

OCTOBER 24 25 26 27

Create Your Own Superhero Seeds of Wellbeing Young Journalists Club Melihat Puisi Dari DekatM is for Movement 

With: Rizqi R. Mosmarth With: Susan Allen, SusiawanWith: Sebastian Partogi With: Ilhamdi PutraWith: Innosanto Nagara

Pow! Crunch! Bang! Kaboom! Crash! 
Zap! Smash! Have you ever wanted 
to invent your own superhero comic? 
Rizqi R. Mosmarth (better known as 
Ecky) is an editor, writer, and comic 
artist. He will guide you through the  
the A–Z of the comic making process, 
and show you how to create your own 
comic of 4–8 pages.

Suitable for ages 7+. Bilingual.

Through movement, voice work and 
mandala creation we will connect 
with the seeds of our wellness within.
We will also plant vegetable seeds for 
our community. This program was 
inspired by Thich Nhat Hanh’s work 
in mindfulness for children and Dewa 
Nyoman Batuan’s life work of beautiful 
mandala journeys.

Suitable for ages 6+. Bilingual.

Sebastian Partogi has been working 
as a journalist for Indonesia’s English 
newspaper The Jakarta Post since 2013, 
specializing in stories about arts and 
literature. If you dream of being a 
reporter, Ogi will help you take the first 
step towards sending your work to the 
editor’s desk. Maybe you’ll be writing 
the headlines one day.

Suitable for ages 13+. English.

Mari belajar gaya dan teknik menulis 
puisi dengan memanfaatkan hal-hal 
yang dekat dengan kita. Perspektif 
tersebut berguna untuk memudahkan 
peserta masuk ke inti bahasan melalui 
imaji yang dapat dilihat, didengar, 
disentuh, serta dirasakan untuk 
kemudian dituangkan ke dalam puisi. 

Untuk usia 13–17 tahun. Bahasa 
Indonesia.

Join this reading and sharing session 
with Innosanto Nagara’s new book, M 
is for Movement, in the spotlight. The 
story of a child born at the dawn of a 
social movement, it encourages you 
to grow up with confidence and be a 
proactive citizen. 

Suitable for ages 8–12. English.

                                          10:00–12:00
   Kubu @ Festival Hub

25 October

Heroes and Karma

With: Yuichiro Hara

Who are the heroes in your life? How 
did they become who they are? In this 
workshop, we will weave reality with 
imagination to create a little myth. 
By the end, you’ll have a story that 
explores the karma of your personal 
hero that mixes the past and the 
present.

Suitable for ages 12–18. English. 
Supported by Jakarta Intercultural 
School.
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                                          14:00–16:00
   Kebun @ Festival Hub

                                          10:00–12:00
   Kebun @ Festival Hub

                                          10:00–12:00
   Kubu @ Festival Hub

27 October27 October 27 October

Develop Your Poetry Creative Writing through 
Circus Skills

Every Picture Tells a Story 

With: Maryam AzamWith: Simi Genziuk With: Chandra Bientang 

In this workshop, writer and teacher 
Maryam Azam will share the theories 
and techniques that guide her poetic 
practice. You will have the opportunity 
to use these strategies to write and 
refine your own poetry and receive 
individual feedback. 

Suitable for ages 13–17. English.

Circus is a fun and interactive way 
to access your inner creative writing 
process. It can be used as a tool for 
team building and overcoming many 
different obstacles. In Simi’s workshop, 
you will learn some basic circus 
skills while writing a story and most 
importantly having fun!

Suitable for ages 6–12. English.

What do you see? What do you hear? 
How do you like to tell stories? Let 
your imagination run wild when you 
use pictures to feel inspired. In this 
workshop you will create your own 
unique stories in response to different 
pictures. There’s no limit to your 
imagination and creativity here.

Suitable for ages 12–15. Bilingual.

                                          14:00–16:00
   Kebun @ Festival Hub

                                          10:00–12:00
   Kubu @ Festival Hub

                                          14:00–16:00
   Campuhan College

                                          10:00–12:00
   Kebun @ Festival Hub

                                          10:00–12:00
   Villa Kitty Foundation

26 October26 October 26 October

26 October26 October

Eco-Friendly Ogoh-OgohWriting About Magical 
Places

Karma Speaks: Public 
Speaking 

Sampah PuppetsPurr-fect Cat Character

With: Marmar HerayuktiWith: Robbie Arnott With: Leizel Deogrades Placer

With: Super Funky ArtistsWith: Hezky Kurniawan

Let’s make an ogoh-ogoh with Marmar! 
Marmar is a traditional Balinese 
architect and is leading the movement 
for eco-friendly ogoh-ogoh. Learn 
about basic bamboo weaving and 
using recycled paper to create your 
monster. Help save the environment 
with your creativity!

Suitable for ages 15+. Bilingual.

Do you love forests, mountains, rivers 
and oceans? Do you think the real 
world is just as marvelous as anything 
you can imagine? This workshop will be 
a fun couple of hours where we’ll learn 
how to write about powerful, magical 
places – both real and imaginary.

Suitable for ages 12–18. English. 

How do you feel when you stand in 
front of a crowd to make a speech? 
Do you feel nervous? Excited? Perhaps 
a bit of both? Explore good and bad 
karma as you overcome speaking 
anxiety and conquer your fear of public 
speaking.

Suitable for ages 13–16. English. 
Supported by Jakarta Intercultural 
School.

Let’s get super funky making puppets 
from trash! Learn how to make mini 
marionettes from recycled materials, 
then film them in a short digital story. 
The expert Pelangi School teachers will 
guide you through bringing puppets 
to life. Come along and let your own 
puppet tell your story. 

Suitable for ages 7–12. Bilingual.

Calling all aspiring illustrators, or 
anyone who loves to draw! Young 
Indonesian illustrator Hezky 
Kurniawan and the team from Villa 
Kitty Foundation will guide you in 
creating your very own cat character. 
Experiment with watercolors to make 
your character purr-fect!

Suitable for ages 9+. Bilingual.
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                                          14:00–16:00
   Kebun @ Festival Hub

25 October

Short Story Session

With: Lita Lestianti 

Do you like writing short stories,
but sometimes don’t know where 
to start? Join children’s book author 
Lita Lestianti to learn how to dig for 
ideas, develop themes, and create 
characters. Lita will show you how to 
find the most interesting ending, 
every time.

Suitable for ages 7+. Bilingual.

GANESHA 
BOOKSHOP 
BALI
Specialising in books on Indonesia, 
New, Used, Rare and Antiquarian. 
And the Books for Bali Project 
fostering literacy and reading for 
pleasure in the Balinese community 
by donating books to local schools 
and libraries.

Cnr of Jalan Raya and Jalan Jembawan, Ubud
Tel: 62 361 970320  |  www.ganeshabooksbali.com

fa-Ganesha Bookshop 2.indd   1 9/13/19   9:42 AM
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                                     16:00–17:30
   Sri Ratih Cottages

                                     16:30–18:00
   Sri Ratih Cottages

                                     14:00–15:30
   DUMBO

                                     16:00–17:30
   DUMBO

                                     14:00–15:30
   Joglo @ Taman Baca

                                     14:00–15:30
   Joglo @ Taman Baca

                                     16:00–17:30
   Joglo @ Taman Baca

25 October

24 October

25 October

24 October
26 October

25 October

25 October

bobo

Ear of the Ocean: Worlds 
Beyond Words

The Enjoyment Plan

The Day Hope and History 
Rhymed in East Timor and 
Other East Timor Stories

Rahasia Salinem

Sambal Nation

With: Irma Lengkong Mikkonen

With: Susan Allen, Susiawan

With: Robert Bentley

With: Patrick Walsh
With: Sili Suli

With: Wisnu Suryaning Adji & Brilliant 
Yotenega

With: Bara Pattiradjawane

This collaborative art and storytelling 
book is about Bobo the basset 
hound, who accompanied Irma in her travels from Great 
Britain to Western Europe since he was young. Their 
journey of discovery reveals how Bobo can bring out human 
characteristics that, from time to time, we tend to forget. 
Artwork by Hanafi Muhammad.

Ear of the Ocean: Worlds Beyond 
Words is a stunning and visceral 
collection of poems that merges the mystic with the mundane 
in exploration of nature, life embodied, culture, imagination 
and creativity. The collection includes Susan and her husband 
Susiawan’s original heARTwork and photography. The book is 
printed on recycled paper with vegetable dyes.

Here’s a radical idea: rather than 
plan for our retirement, let’s plan 
for our enjoyment. Would you make an enjoyment plan and 
make sure you could take early enjoyment? Go from full-time 
employment to full-time enjoyment, and make that enjoyment 
last as long as possible. You only get one life that you 
remember – so why not enjoy it?

This lively collection was published to 
coincide with the 20th anniversary of East Timor’s improbable 
Brexit from Indonesia. It includes wry accounts of Dili traffic, 
roosters and motley characters, but never strays too far from 
the belief that even a messy past is a friend to lean on, even 
for resistant Indonesia.

Surya is a buffalo herdsman from 
Toraja who must find Mataallo, 
Mentari’s sister, who was kidnapped in Rantepao. His search 
takes Surya to Djogja where he meets a palace dancer named 
Rembulan. Surya is forced to make a long adventurous 
journey full of challenges to Sagarmatha in Nepal to 
free Mataallo.

This book is in Indonesian.

Salinem is a courtier, a woman whose 
life is devoted to tending to the 
needs of the royal family. Throughout her life, which spanned 
nearly a century from 1923 to 2013, she struggled with a 
series of dark events. Only before her death did the mystery 
of Salinem’s life unfold.

This book is in Indonesian. Supported by Storial.co.

From one of the nation’s best-loved 
culinary personalities, Chef Bara’s 
new recipe book explores the diversity of Indonesian sambal 
through 45 recipes from across the archipelago. Despite the 
dramatic regional variation, they have one thing in common: 
the pleasure of spiciness which is so essential to Indonesia’s 
food landscape. This launch is strictly for those who like it hot!

                                     16:00–17:30
   Joglo @ Taman Baca

24 October

One Man’s Climb:
A Journey of Trauma, 
Tragedy and Triumph
on K2

With: Adrian Hayes

Adrian Hayes details a deeply moving story of the beauty and 
brutality of life and death on the world’s notorious second 
highest mountain. Absorbing and self-reflective, his journey is 
as much a lesson in human development, real relationships, 
and our lives in the world below as it is a story of climbing a 
mountain. Foreword by Sir Ranulph Fiennes.

BO
O

K Launches

                                     14:00–15:30
   Sri Ratih Cottages

26 October

A Yellow House 

With: Karien van Ditzhuijzen

When Indonesian domestic worker 
Aunty M joins a Singaporean family, 
ten-year-old Maya is determined to hate her. After they rescue 
another domestic worker from an abusive employer, they 
meet more and more women in need and Maya discovers 
a new world. This coming-of-age story explores the plight of 
migrant domestic workers in Singapore and their relationships 
with the families they work for.

BOOK LAUNCHES

Across the Festival, authors both emerging and established release their publications at 
our free Book Launch series. Join them to show your support for new words in
the world.

OCTOBER 24 25 26 27

                                     14:00–15:30
   Joglo @ Taman Baca

24 October

Nagabumi III: Hidup dan 
Mati di Chang’an

With: Seno Gumira Ajidarma

Following the War Tiger, his lover 
Amrita’s suspected killer, the 
Nameless Swordsman from Javadvipa continues his journey 
from the mystical city of Shambala to Chang’an. This book 
follows the chaos that burdens the city, the lives of the 
castrated people who play with power, and the complex 
network of secrecy that continues to take its toll.

This book is in Indonesian.

Surya, Mentari dan 
Rembulan



44 45#UWRF19 #UWRF19

The Colour of Things 
Unseen
                                     14:00–15:30
   The Elephant

                                     16:00–17:30
   Joglo @ Taman Baca

27 October

27 October

UWRF19 Bilingual 
Anthology

With: Annee Lawrence

With: Lita Lestianti, Nurilla Achmad, 
Ilhamdi Putra, Heru Sang Amurwabumi, 
Chandra Bientang

Adi leaves his village in Central Java to 
attend art school in Sydney, Australia. 
After four years of study and a successful exhibition, Adi 
summons the courage to begin a relationship with his artist-
model friend, Lisa. This is the story of an artist’s journey, of 
cross-cultural love and connection in a foreign country, and of 
the return home after 15 years.

Each year we put a call out to emerging writers across 
the archipelago: send us your stories. From hundreds of 
submissions, the most outstanding new Indonesian voices are 
published in our annual Bilingual Anthology, alongside pieces 
selected by the curatorial team. Join us to celebrate.

Supported by the Indonesian Writers Patron Program.

                                     16:00–17:30
   The Elephant

                                     14:00–15:30
   Joglo @ Taman Baca

26 October

27 October

FAITH: The Art of Sasya 
Tranggono

Tutur Feminis Meluruhkan 
yang Biner

With: Sasya Tranggono

With: Yulia Dwi Andriyanti

Indonesian culture is unique among 
other Eastern societies. Even though 
it has been influenced by India, China and the Islamic world, 
this culture does not rest so much on a corpus of written texts 
as on oral and visual traditions – being Indonesian means 
identifying with wayang and dance.

This coloring book is a collection 
of thoughts and feelings based 
on conversations with five women who are leaders in their 
respective areas. They are writers, strategists, scholars and 
facilitators who are committed to social transformation with 
feminist values as a platform and strategy.

This book is in Indonesian.
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                                     16:00–17:30
   Joglo @ Taman Baca

26 October

Fall Baby 

With: Laksmi Pamuntjak, Gill Westaway

Fall Baby follows the lives of Siri and 
Dara, one a globetrotting visual artist, 
the other a political activist. Siri is the illegitimate daughter 
of Amba and Bhisma. Dara is Siri’s best friend-turned-foe. 
It is a novel about the intricacies of art, religion, politics and 
history in a troubled Indonesia, but also about family, identity, 
motherhood, and the sisterhood of women.

Supported by Penguin Random House SEA Pte Ltd and Gramedia 
Pustaka Utama.



46 47#UWRF19 #UWRF19

Where birds and people meet
www.balibirdpark.com

COME MAKE 
NEW FRIENDS

balibirdparko�cialbalibirdparko�cial balibirdpark bali bird park

Jl. Serma Cok Ngurah Gambir, Singapadu, Gianyar  |    +62 361  299352  |       info@balibirdpark.com

BKSDAPKBSI
9:00 - 17:00

Tuesday 11:00
Friday 14:30

All day
9:45, 12:45,

13:30
10:00 & 13:1510:30 & 16:009:30 & 12:45

12:00,13:30,
16:30

11:30 & 15:00

2018

GET

by showingthis artworkuntil 30 November 2019

Where birds and people meet
www.balibirdpark.com

ART EXHIBITIONS

                                          10:00–17:00
   Njana Tilem Museum

                                          17:00–22:00
   Taman Baca

                                          10:00–22:00
   Taman Baca

                                          11:00–19:00
   Workshop

                                          09:00–20:00
   Littletalks

                                          10:00–22:00
   Casa Luna

                                          09:00–17:00
   NEKA Museum

                                          08:00–16:00
   Ubud Diary

12 October

24 October

24 October

26 October

19 October

24 October

26 October

26 October

There is No Truth, Only 
Honesty

Gundala: A 50 Year Journey

Stories from Mt. Agung

Sagilik Saguluk Art Fair

X Visit Bali Year X #3

Karma Phala

Maladjustment

Diversity of Visual 
Language 

Sanggar Bares is a children’s drawing 
community founded in 2017 by 
Balinese artist Nyoman Bratayasa to 
nurture freedom of imagination and 
expression.

Exhibition runs from 12 October–31 October, with the launch at 
16:00 on 12 October.

Gundala was created and published 
by Hasmi in 1969. 50 years later, 
Gundala is still one of the most 
famous Indonesian superhero 
characters. This exhibition will showcase the art of Hasmi and 
many young artists who now continue the legacy.

This exhibition runs from 24 October–27 October. 

In February 2018, Yayasan Mudra 
Swari Saraswati visited children at 
a camp for Mount Agung evacuees 
in Karangasem. They shared their 
stories of trauma through drawing and poetry. This exhibition 
honors their resilience and patience. 

Exhibition runs from 24 October–27 October.

Some of Bali’s most prolific artists 
have brought together works by 
some of Indonesia’s most interesting 
contemporary artists, ranging from 
street art, prints and ceramics to contemporary batik.

Sagilik Saguluk Art Fair runs from 26 October–2 November, with 
the launch at 15:00 on 26 October.

Since 2003, Slinat (“silly in art”) has 
captured local social issues through 
his highly distinctive works. When 
we view old images of Bali we 
romanticize its beauty. But when we look now, all is different.

Exhibition runs from 19 October–19 November, with the launch at 
19:00 on 19 October.

In creating the UWRF19 artwork, 
community visual artist and Apotik 
Komik Co-founder Samuel Indratman 
imagined the Festival’s theme as a 
human cycle that continues to spin, forever returning. 

Exhibition runs from 24 October–24 November, with the launch at 
19:00 on 24 October.

Bringing together key works by 
Arahmaiani, I GAK Murniasih, and 
Mary Lou Pavlovic, Maladjustment 
explores violence against women and 
intercultural feminisms.

Exhibition runs from 26 October–24 November, with the launch at 
17:00 on 26 October.

This exhibition celebrates the diverse 
visual language of the historical Ubud 
School of Painting and the Balinese 
Hindu philosophies Tri Hita Kirana, 
Sekala Niskala, and Bhuana Agung and Bhuana Alit. 

Exhibition runs from 26 October–26 November, with the launch at 
14:00 on 26 October.
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LIVE MUSIC 
& ARTS
What happens when you bring 180 of the world’s leading authors, artists, thinkers and performers 
together in one place? A powerful live music and arts program showcasing local and international 
talent. All Live Music & Arts events are free except PechaKucha and Closing Night Party.

Check our website for schedules and performer bios.

                                         20:00–22:30
   Betelnut

23 October

Women of Words 
Poetry Slam

PechaKucha

Global performance phenomenon PechaKucha – now in more than 
1,000 cities – sees Festival artists present 20 images for 20 seconds 
each. With dozens of daring ideas set to bubble over it’s always a 
raucous and racy capacity crowd, so be sure to secure your
spot early.

Tickets available at the door. 

  24 October   19:30–21:00
  IDR 100,000        Betelnut

For the annual Women of Words Poetry 
Slam we’re looking for powerful poems 
exploring feminist karma. Mother tongues, 
Indonesian, English, free verse or rhyme 
– raise your voice and find strength in the 
power of women in the spotlight. Register 
to participate on the door one hour before. 

Supported by Arts for Women/PWAG 
Indonesia.
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                                                       17:00–18:30
   Taman Baca

                                                       18:30–18:50
   Taman Baca

                                                       20:00–23:00
   Betelnut

                                                       19:00–20:00
   Betelnut

24, 25, 26 October

24 October

25 October

26 October

Piknik Puisi dan 
Ekspresi  

Moving Poetry

Poetry Slam

Poétique Ensemble

As the sun sets, head to Taman Puisi for an hour 
devoted to your own writing and expression. 
Piknik Puisi dan Ekspresi (Poetry and Expression 
Picnic) is open to all word weavers wishing to share 
their works with kindred spirits and appreciative 
audiences.

Grab a chair and settle in as Festival poets bring 
their work to life. From the page to the stage, poetry 
is always a fundamental part of UWRF, so join us at 
Taman Baca as we celebrate the moving power
of poetry.

The annual Poetry Slam is one of UWRF’s most sizzling 
events. From global poets to local sensations, who will win 
the crowd? Register to participate on the door one hour 
before. Minimum age for participants is 18. 

Supported by The Barrett Reid Foundation, honoring the late 
Shelton Lea. 

Matthias Gault grafted a cello string onto his viola 
and taps his instrument like a drum. Ayouba Ali’s 
voice leads us to the crossroads of classical, pop 
and world music. Mona El Yafi’s poems rest at the 
edge of words and song. Poétique Ensemble’s music, 
poems and silences resonate with love, humor and 
lightness.

Supported by Institut Français Indonesia.

                                         18:00–18:30
   Taman Baca

                                         19:00–20:00
   Taman Baca

24 October

25 October

Indian Dance

Simi’s Circus

On the evening of the second day of UWRF, don’t leave 
the Festival Hub too early as you won’t want to miss the 
joyous movements of these enchanting dancers.

Supported by Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre.

Roll up, roll up! An emerging author, Simi Genziuk has spent 
20 years performing as a trapeze artist with traditional 
circuses around Australia and with contemporary circuses 
around the world. She’s here to make her UWRF debut and 
dazzle you with the magic of circus!

                                         21:00–23:00
   Betelnut

26 October

[untitled]

Join host Maeve Marsden for an evening of tales from 
the margins, stories of pride, prejudice and finding 
community through a shared experience of difference. 
Maeve’s award-winning storytelling event sells out regularly 
around Australia. Surprising, hilarious, heartwarming and 
heartbreaking, [untitled] shows how we create our own 
histories, disrupting and reinventing conventional ideas 
about narrative, family, and love.

With: Maeve Marsden, Sebastian Partogi, Nazli 
Karabiyikoglu, Mira Jacob, and others

                                         21:15–22:00
   Taman Baca

26 October

Moe Clark: Poetic 
Transformation

Métis performing artist Moe Clark draws from multilingual 
lyricism to create meaning rooted in personal legacy. 
Join the looping pedal mistress, spoken word poet and 
nomadic songbird for a magical Saturday evening under 
the stars.

With: Moe Clark
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The final night of the Festival is a magical evening with Festival friends old and new. 
Come and meet the team behind UWRF, then join us on the dancefloor for powerful 
performances as we celebrate our 16th year as one of the world’s top literary events.

Tickets only available at the door. The Closing Night Party is free for 4-Day Pass holders, 27 
October 1-Day Pass holders, Speakers, Volunteers and Festival Partners.

With: Celtic Room, The Hydrant, Akala, 
Irvine Welsh

  27 October         19:00–23:00
  Int. IDR 150,000

     Idn. IDR 100,000
Blanco Museum

19:10 – 19:40        Celtic Room
19:40 – 20:00        Festival Closing Ceremony
20:00 – 21:00        Akala
21:00 – 22:00        The Hydrant
22:00 – 23:00        Irvine Welsh

CLOSING
NIGHT PARTY

Irvine WelshAkalaThe Hydrant
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                                     15:00–16:30
   Betelnut

                                     20:00–22:00
   Taman Baca

                                     19:00–21:30
   Paradiso

                                    15:00–17:00
   Betelnut

                                    15:00–16:40
   Betelnut

                                    15:00–16:45
   Betelnut

                                    16:00–17:15
   Betelnut

                                    18:00–21:15
   Taman Baca

23 October

25 October

26 October24 October

26 October

27 October25 October

26 October

All is Forgiven, Because We 
Have Been Happy (2017)

Kucumbu Tubuh Indahku 
(Memories of My Body) (2018)

27 Steps Of May (2018)CINEMAWITHOUTWALL 
Showcase

JAFTA Short Films Showcase

Bibliographia (2013)The Woven Path: Perempuan 
Tana Humba (2019)

Aruna dan Lidahnya (Aruna 
and Her Palate) (2018)

Directed by Katia Engel and Paul 
Agusta, this documentary explores 
the life of poet, cultural activist, and 
playwright Leon Agusta, who was born 
in Sigiran, Lake Maninjau, West Sumatra 
in 1938. His craft was fueled by pain of 
the past, but also the love that touched 
his life. His activism was driven by love 
for his birthplace and commitment to 
the betterment of others.

Legendary director Garin Nugroho’s 
new film explores the winding inner 
journey of a Javanese Lengger Lanang 
dancer. Before its Indonesian premiere 
it had alve, including at the Festival of 
the Three Continents in France in 2018.

Loosely based on the rapes of Chinese 
Indonesian women during the May 
1998 riots, 27 Steps of May tells the 
story of May who was gang raped when 
she was 14. Directed by Ravi Bharwani 
and written by Rayya Makarim, it 
focuses on how a traumatized May and 
her guilt-ridden father take steps to rise 
out of the pain.

CINEMAWITHOUTWALL is a movement 
that gathers  young filmmakers around 
the world to collaborate, create and 
screen films that can bridge boundaries 
and make an impact. This showcase 
features the International Film Lab 
2019 films, in which filmmakers create 
and screen their films in seven days, 
followed by a film by Institut Seni 
Indonesia Denpasar students.

Supported by CINEMAWITHOUTWALL.

Jamaica Film and TV Association (JAFTA) 
is a non-profit representing Jamaica’s 
film and television industry. These films 
were created by JAFTA members as part 
of the JAFTA Propella Program.

Supported by JAFTA Jamaica Film and TV 
Association

A film by João Manso and Miguel-
Manso, a Portuguese poet part of this 
year’s Main Program. In the summer of 
1969, four friends rode a raft down the 
rivers Zêzere and Tago, which flow from 
the middle of Portugal to the ocean. 
40 years later, one of their sons writes 
about their adventure as a metaphor 
of Portuguese travel literature from the 
16th and 17th centuries.

Prominent director Lasja F. Susatyo’s 
two-part documentary illuminates the 
struggles and dreams of women in 
Sumba, East Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia. 
Known for its spectacular scenery and 
magnificent traditional textiles, Sumba’s 
cultural customs are still vibrantly alive 
– but at what cost to women’s positions 
in family and society? By examining 
wedding and death rituals, Lasja seeks 
answers.

Directed by Edwin, Aruna dan Lidahnya 
is an adaptation of the novel by Laksmi 
Pamuntjak. Aruna embarks on a 
culinary adventure with her two best 
friends, but along the way she meets 
someone from her past. While sampling 
local specialties, their conversations 
reveal many hidden secrets.

With: Caecilia Sherina

With: Danielle Russell

With: Miguel-Manso

With: Garin Nugroho

With: Rayya MakarimWith: Olin Monteiro

With: Laksmi Pamuntjak, 
Bara Pattiradjawane

FILM
PROGRAM
Pull up a seat and settle in for our free Film Program. With many sessions including 
a Q&A with directors, actors and scriptwriters, it’s your chance to meet the stars of 
Indonesia’s burgeoning film industry. Please check our website for age restrictions. 
No registration required.

FILM
 Program
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                                          17:00–18:00
   Bar Luna

                                          20:45–22:00
   Bar Luna

                                          19:30–20:30
   Bar Luna

                                          19:30–20:30
   Bar Luna

                                          18:15–19:15
   Bar Luna

                                          17:00–18:00
   Bar Luna

                                          20:45–22:00
   Bar Luna

                                          19:30–20:30
   Bar Luna

                                          18:15–19:15
   Bar Luna

                                          17:00–18:00
   Bar Luna

24 October

24 October

25 October

26 October24 October

25 October

25 October

24 October

25 October

26 October

FESTIVAL CLUB
@ BAR LUNA

As the sun sets, pull up a seat, order a cocktail and immerse yourself in the Festival Club 
@ Bar Luna’s free nightly program. No need to book, just bring yourself, your curiosity 
and a good sense of humor as some of the Festival’s hottest performers take to the Bar 
Luna stage.

OCTOBER 24 25 26

Jessica Jackley and Reza 
Aslan: An Interfaith Life

The Poets Club

Didiet Maulana: Indonesian 
Chic

A Storyteller’s Life Inside Studios

Frank Palmos: Living 
Dangerously

On the Road Again

Boy Mestizo

Jenny Zhang: Sour Heart

Claire G. Coleman: The Old 
Lie

With: Jessica Jackley, Reza Aslan

With: Maeve Marsden, Andy Craven-
Griffiths, Cynthia Dewi Oka, Miguel-
Manso, and other Festival poets

With: Didiet Maulana

With: Adriaan van Dis, Peter van Dongen, 
Norman Ince

With: Alexandra Corradini

With: Frank Palmos, Erin Cook

With: Jamil Jan Kochai, Darryl Whetter, 
Amit Janco, Famega Syavira Putri,
Luke Williams

With: James Roque

With: Jenny Zhang, Sam Cooney

With: Claire G. Coleman, Astrid Edwards

Indonesia has one of the world’s 
most religiously diverse populations 
– but can different faiths co-exist in a 
marriage? With interfaith unions on 
the rise, Christian Jessica Jackley and 
Muslim Reza Aslan think they can. Join 
them for a deeply personal chat about 
different backgrounds, shared values, 
raising kids – and how essentially all 
marriages bring together two people 
with different beliefs.

Rhythm, verse, stanza, space. Poetry 
has a way of going straight to the 
heart. Join host Maeve Marsden as 
she serenades you while some of 
the Festival’s star wordsmiths whip 
up a night of fantastic flights, deep 
contemplation and rousing roof-raising 
to reconnect you with the magic of 
being in the moment.

In 2011, Didiet Maulana established 
his own brand, Ikat Indonesia, with a 
mission to develop Indonesian woven 
fabric as the focus of his fashion line. 
He has garnered international praise 
for showcasing Indonesia’s signature 
woven patterns in comfortable yet 
chic cuts. Meet the young Indonesian 
fashion designer with an eye for style 
and a heart for his homeland.

Adriaan van Dis’ book Repatriated 
was published to great acclaim and 
translated around the world – so 
naturally, the next step was to team up 
with Peter van Dongen for the graphic 
novel adaptation. These two Dutch 
creatives reflect on the collaborative 
process, their Indonesian roots and 
the life of a storyteller.

The artist’s studio is a sacred space 
where magic happens. Art historian 
Alexandra Corradini has stepped 
into the private creative realms of 
Indonesian contemporary artists, and 
explored their studios and lives in 
Inside Studios. She invites you to take a 
sneak peek into private worlds as she 
takes you on a photographic tour.

Veteran Australian journalist, translator 
and historian Frank Palmos was one 
of the obvious inspirations for the 
novel The Year of Living Dangerously, 
which was adapted into a film starring 
Mel Gibson. As one of the first foreign 
journalists on the scene during some 
of Indonesian’s most history-defining 
moments, he looks back on a life on 
the front line of reporting.

We’ve gathered a stellar lineup of 
UWRF’s finest globetrotters to regale 
you with travel stories both tall and 
true. There’s nothing left for you to do 
but order a beer or cocktail at the bar, 
find a seat, then sit back and soak up 
the sounds of a good story.

Kiwi-Filipino comedian James Roque 
always thought that all his hang-ups 
about race came from moving to New 
Zealand as a kid. However, he’s since 
realized he’d accidentally checked in 
some baggage on the plane ride there. 
Buckle in as he unpacks that baggage. 
Who knows what will come out of it?

Centered on a community of 
immigrants precariously balanced on 
the edge of poverty in 1990s New York 
City, the stories that make up Sour 
Heart examine the ways that family 
and history can weigh us down, but 
also lift us up. The New Yorker called 
this collection “obscene, beautiful, 
moving” – join Jenny Zhang at this in-
conversation and find out why.

Claire G. Coleman burst onto the scene 
with the incredibly clever Terra Nullius 
(no spoilers!) Her follow-up novel, The 
Old Lie, examines just what happens 
when we fail to learn from the past. 
Spend an hour in Claire’s dystopian 
worlds and discover why she is a writer 
to watch.

                                          18:15–19:15
   Bar Luna

26 October

Mira Jacob: Good Talk

With: Mira Jacob

Written with humor and vulnerability, 
Mira Jacob’s deeply relatable graphic 
memoir is a love letter to the art 
of conversation. Take this unique 
opportunity to hear from Mira about 
the hope that hovers in our most 
difficult questions, and how it can be 
laid out on the page in words
and pictures.

FESTIVAL CLU
B @

 Bar Luna

                                          20:45-22:00
   Bar Luna

26 October

A Shared Past and Future

With: Armando Ello, Esmay Usmany, Lara 
Nuberg, Robin Block

Join four storytellers from The Netherlands 
with a family history in Indonesia as they 
explore the influence of Indo-Dutch roots, 
colonialism and migration on their work. 
Through conversation and performance, 
they explore the karma of storytelling: how 
do the stories of past generations impact 
us and which ones do we choose to pass 
on to the next generation? 
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www.ubudvillagejazzfestival.com

For more info visit

ubudvillagejazzfestival ubudvillagejazz ubudvillagejazzfestival

perfect
vision

FRINGE EVENTS
The Festival doesn’t just bring Ubud to life – it also heads to  
Sanur, home of Rumah Sanur, the island’s most progressive 
Creative Hub.

                                          17:00–20:00
   Rumah Sanur

                                          14:00–17:00
   Maestro Room, Rumah Sanur

26 October26 October

Peringatan Bulan Bahasa 
2019

Making Events Accessible

With: Seno Gumira Ajidarma, Lala BohangWith: Carly Findlay

Memperingati Hari Sumpah Pemuda pada tanggal 
28 Oktober, LPM Suara Satwa mengadakan 
talkshow, perlombaan cipta puisi dan cipta poster 
bagi pelajar dan mahasiswa seluruh Indonesia. 
Kegiatan ini bertujuan untuk mematik api dalam jiwa 
anak bangsa hingga mampu menjadi bibit harapan 
terbudayanya bahasa. Dengan membakar semangat 
anak muda, kami berharap mereka mampu 
mengarungi makna tentang sastra dan Indonesia.

Authors, publishers, festivals and the 
wider arts sector need to make events 
accessible. Join Carly Findlay as she 
takes you through some practical 
advice about event accessibility, 
outlining how better accessibility leads 
to a bigger audience, which means 
more sales and a more welcoming 
environment for everyone.

SATELLITE PROGRAM
As not all young Indonesian literature lovers can 
attend the Festival, each year we take the Festival 
to them. After UWRF our free Satellite Program 
provides a valuable opportunity for local writers 
and readers to experience the magic of UWRF, while 
introducing international writers to Indonesia’s rich 
cultural tapestry. In previous years we’ve traveled 
from Medan to Makassar, Padang to Palu. In 2019, 
the Festival will connect with literary communities in 

Jakarta, Banten, Semarang, East Kalimantan and 
South Kalimantan.

Visit our website for program schedules and to 
register your attendance.

Supported by the Australian Embassy Jakarta, 
Embassy of the United States, and Pemerintah  
Kota Semarang.
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Born in 1958, Alessandro Baricco is an 
author of essays, novels and theatrical texts 
translated and represented all over the world. 
He also wrote and directed the film Lesson 21. 
Alessandro founded Holden Academy in Turin, 

a university where students learn storytelling techniques.

Supported by the Embassy of Italy and the Italian Cultural Institute, 
Jakarta.

Alessandro Baricco • Italy

Food writer, food stylist, F&B consultant,
Co-founder of Beergembira and owner of 
Kedai Aput, Ade Putri Paramadita is also part 
of Aku Cinta Makanan Indonesia – a movement 
to promote the preservation of traditional 
Indonesian foods. Ade has been on the judging panel of Aqua 
Reflection’s Jakarta’s Best Eats and Iron Chef Indonesia.

Archana Pidathala is the author of Five 
Morsels of Love, a cookbook based on her 
grandmother’s 1974 Telugu cookbook, Vanita 
Vantaklu. In 2017, Five Morsels of Love was 
shortlisted for the prestigious Art of Eating 
Prize, which recognizes excellence in food writing. She lives in 
Bangalore.

Aleko Shugladze was born in Tbilisi, Georgia, 
in 1965. From 1989 to 1993 he worked for the 
Georgian Film Studio, and from 1994 to 1997 
was an artist at the Performance Theatre.
Aleko began writing in 1989 and in 2017 won 
the Saba Literary Prize for Best Novel of the Year.

Supported by Writers’ House of Georgia.

Andy Craven-Griffiths is a poet and playwright 
from the UK. He is a previous Glastonbury Slam 
Champion and BBC Verb New Voice. His debut 
play, Joygernaut, is about kindness, and will tour 
nationally in the UK in 2020. Andy is currently 
completing a PhD in creative writing at University of Leicester.

Dr Agung Suryawan Wiranatha holds a 
Master’s degree from Griffith University 
in Australia, and PhD from the University 
of Queensland. He is Director of Udayana 
University’s Centre of Excellence in Tourism, 

and teaches as part of its Master and Doctoral Degree in Tourism 
and in Environmental Studies. 

A lawyer by training, Canadian Amit Janco is a 
writer, artist and serial walker. After surviving 
a devastating tumble from a bridge while 
cycling in Cambodia, she landed in Bali, where 
she turned to writing. (Un)Bound, Together: A 

Journey to the End of the Earth (and Beyond) is her first book.

Adriaan Van Dis is an acclaimed Dutch novelist. 
Raised in a colonial family with colored roots 
in the Dutch Indies, he deals with themes of 
identity and war traumas. He has written three 
successful and award-winning novels about 

an uprooted family torn apart by silenced grief. Migration and 
integration are his themes.

Annee Lawrence is interested in exploring 
cross-cultural connection and the way identity 
shape-shifts in an unfamiliar place and culture. 
She was awarded the inaugural Asialink Tulis 
Australian-Indonesian Writing Exchange in 

2018 and has published in New Writing, Griffith Review, Hecate, and 
Cultural Studies Review. The Colour of Things Unseen is her debut 
novel.

Akala is a BAFTA and MOBO award-winning 
hip-hop artist, writer and social entrepreneur, 
as well as Co-founder of The Hip-Hop 
Shakespeare Company. He has led innovative 
projects in the arts, education and music 
across Southeast Asia, Africa, India, Australia and New Zealand. 
Natives, his recently published memoir, is a Sunday Times 
bestseller.

Andreas Harsono has covered Indonesia 
for Human Rights Watch since 2008. He has 
reported for The Jakarta Post, Bangkok’s Nation 
and Kuala Lumpur’s Star, and edited Pantau, 
a magazine on journalism in Jakarta. His book 
Race, Islam and Power: Ethnic and Religious Violence in Post-Suharto 
Indonesia was published in 2019 by Monash University.

Ade Putri Paramadita  • Indonesia Archana Pidathala • India

Aleko Shugladze • Georgia

Andy Craven-Griffiths • UK

Agung Suryawan Wiranatha • Indonesia 

Amit Janco • Canada/Indonesia 

Adriaan van Dis • The Netherlands

Annee Lawrence • Australia 

Akala • UK

Andreas Harsono • Indonesia

Carly Findlay is an award-winning writer, 
speaker and appearance activist, writing on 
disability and appearance diversity. Her first 
book, a memoir called Say Hello, was released 
in January 2019. She is also editing Growing Up 

Disabled in Australia with Black Inc Books and has appeared on the 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s You Can’t Ask That.

Supported by the Australian Embassy Jakarta.

Carly Findlay • Australia

Celebrity chef Bara Pattiradjawane debuted 
on television with his own cooking show. He 
now focuses on his YouTube channel Bara 
Supercook, and on writing cooking books. 
His previous book The Colourful Stories of 

Indonesian Cooking was in the top three at the 2018 Gourmand 
World Cookbook Awards.

Bara Pattiradjawane • Indonesia

Ariel Leve is an author, journalist and 
columnist. Her work has appeared in The New 
York Times, The Wall Street Journal, Vanity Fair 
and many other publications. She wrote the 
memoir An Abbreviated Life and her TED talk 

has been seen around the world. Ariel splits her time between 
New York and Bali.

Ariel Leve • USA

Acehnese writer Azhari Aiyub won the Poets 
of All Nations’ Free Word Award in 2005. 
Perempuan Pala and The Garden of Delights & 
Other Tales is his collection of short stories. In 
2018, his novel Kura-kura Berjanggut received 
the Khatulistiwa Award for prose. His works are published in 
various languages.

Butet Manurung graduated from Padjadjaran 
University in Indonesian Anthropology and 
Literature and holds a Master of Anthropology 
from the Australian National University. She 
founded the Orang Rimba education program 
in 1999 and the Sokola Institute in 2003. Her book Sokola Rimba 
(The Jungle School) was adapted into a film by Miles Films.

Ashwini Devare is a former correspondent 
with BBC’s Asia Business Report and the author 
of two books. Her latest, Lost at 15, Found at 
50, is a coming-of-age memoir that chronicles 
her personal journey from Moscow to Sikkim 

to Singapore against the backdrop of historic political events.

Behrouz Boochani holds a Masters degree 
in political geography and geopolitics. He is 
a Kurdish-Iranian journalist, scholar, cultural 
advocate, writer and filmmaker; and a political 
prisoner incarcerated by the Australian 

Government in the Manus Island Regional Processing Centre 
(Papua New Guinea).

Behrouz will appear via live stream.

Astrid Edwards is a writer, teacher, podcaster, 
director and bibliophile. She teaches writing at 
the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology 
University, hosts The Garret: Writers on Writing, 
and serves on the Melbourne Writers Festival 
Board. Her writing is published in The Age, The Sydney Morning 
Herald, Future Women and Australian Book Review.

Bri Lee’s memoir of inequality in the Australian 
legal system, Eggshell Skull, was longlisted for 
The Stella Prize, shortlisted for the Australian 
Indie Book Awards, and won the People’s 
Choice Award at the 2019 Victorian Premier’s 
Literary Awards and the 2018 Nib Award. Her freelance writing 
has appeared in The Monthly, The Guardian and elsewhere.

Azhari Aiyub • Indonesia

Butet Manurung • Indonesia 

Ashwini Devare • India

Behrouz Boochani • Iran

Astrid Edwards • Australia

Bri Lee • Australia
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Cynthia Dewi Oka is a poet, activist, and author 
of Salvage: Poems and Nomad of Salt and 
Hard Water. Her work has appeared in espnW, 
Hyperallergic, Guernica, Academy of American 
Poets, American Poetry Review, and Kenyon 

Review. With Asian Arts Initiative, she created Sanctuary: A Migrant 
Poetry Workshop for immigrant poets in Philadelphia.

Supported by the Embassy of the United States. 

Cynthia Dewi Oka • Canada/Indonesia/
USA

Jakarta-born Chandra Bientang has been 
familiar with the world of books since 
childhood. In 2007 she majored in philosophy 
at University of Indonesia and started learning 
about literature. After graduating she worked 
as a public relations officer and content writer. Her works can be 
read at ceripic.wordpress.com. Her first novel is forthcoming. 

Supported by the Indonesian Writers Patron Program. 

Didiet Maulana is Creative Director of IKAT 
Indonesia by Didiet Maulana. As a fashion 
designer, he dedicates himself to advancing 
the fashion direction of Indonesian and Asian 
textiles. Nurturing pride in wearing textile crafts 
among younger generations is IKAT Indonesia’s main vision.

Clementine Ford is an award-winning writer, 
broadcaster and public speaker based in 
Melbourne, Australia. Clementine is the 
bestselling author of the feminist manifesto 
Fight Like a Girl and Boys Will Be Boys.

Debra Yatim is an activist, journalist, columnist 
and documentary filmmaker and Founder of 
three NGOs in Indonesia. She has published 
five poetry collections, and written a cycle of 
one-woman plays about polygamy. Driven by 
compassion and a proud sense of justice, Debra is an advocate for 
human and minority group rights. 

Claire G. Coleman is a Wirlomin Noongar 
woman whose ancestral Country is in South 
Coast Western Australia. Her novel Terra 
Nullius won a Black&Write! Fellowship and 
a Norma K Hemming Award, and has been 

shortlisted for The Stella Prize and an Aurealis Award. The Old Lie is 
her second novel.

Dr Darryl Whetter is the author of four books 
of fiction and two poetry collections. His most 
recent book is the climate-crisis novel Our 
Sands, forthcoming from Penguin Random 
House. A Canadian, he is the inaugural 

Director of the new MA Creative Writing at Lasalle in Singapore.

Engineer by training, brand manager by trade, 
and storyteller at heart, Citra Marina creates 
art as a reminder that not everything in this 
world must make sense. Her debut You’re 
Not As Alone As You Think is a collection of her 

drawings done during her daily train commute, featuring her 
original character ChooChoo.

Born and raised in Ambarawa, Central Java, 
Dian Sasmita graduated from Universitas 
Sebelas Maret’s Law Faculty, and received her 
lawyer’s license in 2007. She has served child 
protection NGO Sahabat Kapas for almost ten 

years. Her dedication has been recognized with the Kartini Award, 
Sarinah Award, and Tupperware SheCan Award.

Clare Fisher writes fiction and teaches creative 
writing. Her first novel, All the Good Things 
(Viking, 2017) won a Betty Trask Award and has 
been translated into five languages. Her short 
story collection How the Light Gets In (Influx 
Press, 2018) was longlisted for the Dylan Thomas Prize and the 
Edgehill Short Story Prize.

Debby Lukito Goeyardi is a children and teen’s 
book author, literacy activist, Chairperson of 
Forum TBM Kota Denpasar, SCBWI Indonesia’s 
Assistant Regional Advisor, and one of 
Komunitas Kanaditya’s Founders. She believes 
a small good deed can have a big impact if we do it positively, 
sincerely, and continuously. 

Chandra Bientang • Indonesia Didiet Maulana • Indonesia

Clementine Ford • Australia 

Debra H. Yatim • Indonesia

Claire G. Coleman • Australia 

Darryl Whetter • Canada/Singapore 

Citra Marina • Indonesia

Dian Sasmita • Indonesia

Clare Fisher • UK

Debby Lukito Goeyardi • Indonesia

Frank Palmos opened Indonesia’s first foreign 
newspaper bureau in 1964 and co-founded 
Jakarta Foreign Correspondents Club in 1965. 
He was honorary translator to President 
Sukarno and political leaders from 1965–1970. 

Frank’s bestselling works include Ridding the Devils and the English 
version of The Sorrow of War. His major Indonesian histories are 
considered essential reading.

Supported by Writing Western Australia. 

Frank Palmos • Australia/Indonesia

Faisal Oddang writes poetry collections and 
novels. He received the 2014 ASEAN Young 
Writers Award, 2014 and 2018 Penulis Cerpen 
Terbaik Kompas, and 2015 Tokoh Seni Tempo. 
His latest books are the short story collection 

Sawerigading Datang dari Laut and the novel Raymond Carver 
Terkubur Mi Instan di Iowa.

Faisal Oddang • Indonesia

Eliza Vitri Handayani is an internationally 
published novelist and artist. Her novel, From 
Now On Everything Will Be Different, examines 
how free Indonesia became after Reformasi. 
She is the Founder and Director of InterSastra, 

which publishes the Unrepressed series and held House of the 
Unsilenced and Fashion ForWords art events.

Eliza Vitri Handayani • Indonesia

Eunice Andrada is a Filipina poet based 
between Parañaque, the Philippines and 
Sydney, Australia. Flood Damages (Giramondo 
Books, 2018) is her first collection of poetry. 
Her work has won the 2014 John Marsden and 
Hachette Australia Poetry Prize, and been shortlisted for the 2018 
Fair Australia Prize and the 2019 Victorian Premier’s Literary Award 
for Poetry.

Fiona Wright is a writer, editor and critic from 
Sydney, Australia. Her book of essays Small Acts 
of Disappearance won the 2016 Kibble Award 
and the Queensland Literary Award for non-
fiction. Her poetry collections are Knuckled and 
Domestic Interior. Her new essay collection is The World Was Whole.

Emiliano Monge is a Mexican writer and 
political scientist. A columnist for the 
newspaper El País, he contributes to national 
and international publications. He has 
published the novels The Arid Sky, Among the 

Lost, and No Contar Todo, and the short story collection Arrastrar 
Esa Sombra. His work has been translated into many languages. 

Supported by the Embassy of Mexico. 

Famega Syavira Putri is a writer and journalist 
for BBC Indonesia. In 2017, she traveled 
23,181 km solo by land from Indonesia to 
Africa, through 18 countries and 44 cities. She 
published her first book about the journey, 

Kelana: Perjalanan Darat dari Indonesia Sampai ke Afrika, in 2018.

Erin Cook is a journalist and analyst based 
in Southeast Asia with a strong focus on the 
Philippines and Indonesia. She is a co-host 
of the Indonesia dan Lain-Lain podcast and 
curates the Dari Mulut ke Mulut newsletter 
focusing on the biggest stories, insightful analysis and emerging 
trends in Asia.

Born in the city of Bima in East Nusa Tenggara, 
Fanny J. Poyk has been writing short stories, 
novels, biographies, and motivational books 
and articles since the 1980s. One of her short 
stories was included in 20 Cerita Pendek Terbaik 
Kompas, and her book Narkoba Sayonara won Penerbit Erlangga’s 
writing competition.

Eunice Andrada • Australia/The Philippines

Fiona Wright • Australia

Emiliano Monge • Mexico

Famega Syavira Putri • Indonesia

Erin Cook • Australia

Fanny J. Poyk • Indonesia
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Heru Sang Amurwabumi was born in Nganjuk, 
East Java. He started writing when he joined 
the One Day One Post Writing Community in 
2016, which has published several anthologies. 
At the beginning of 2019, he campaigned 

for the literacy movement in his homeland by establishing the 
Nganjuk District Literacy Activist Community.

Supported by the Indonesian Writers Patron Program.

Heru Sang Amurwabumi • Indonesia

Beginning his career as a film critic, Garin 
Nugroho was a pioneer of the new generation 
of Indonesian filmmakers post-1990. His 
internationally award-winning films have 
screened in various cities from Berlin to 
Cannes. He has received France and Italy’s highest cultural honors, 
and received the Indonesian President’s Culture Award in 1999.

Helena Natasha is a poet, content creator, 
and copywriter. Starting out by writing 
commissioned poetry and connecting with 
readers via Instagram, she has built a reader 
community online. She has published two 
books, a poetry book (Love, Spelled in Poetry) and a guided journal
(A Starry Journal for the Dreamers).

I Made Iwan Darmawan began writing short 
stories in 2000. His first novel, Ayu Manda 
(2010), became a research resource in 
Indonesia and abroad, the results of which 
were published as the textbook Sex and 
Sexualities in Contemporary Indonesia: Sexual Politics Health Diversity 
Representation (Routledge, London 2014).

Guy Gunaratne lives between London and 
Malmö, Sweden. His first novel In Our Mad 
and Furious City was nominated for multiple 
international awards including The Man 
Booker Prize, The Dylan Thomas Prize, The 

Goldsmiths Prize and The Jhalak Prize. He has worked as a 
journalist and documentary filmmaker covering human rights 
stories.

Hezky Kurniawan is an illustrator who creates 
paintings, murals, children’s book illustrations 
and book covers. He collaborated with 
author Dewi Lestari for the cover of her book 
Aroma Karsa, and two other works for digital 

book titles published by Steller. Classical literary images greatly 
influence his work.

Gill Westaway lives on the island of Lombok, 
Indonesia, and runs a small guesthouse. In 
her former incarnation working for the British 
Council, she collaborated closely with writers 
and artists managing and chairing literary 

events. She currently works with Indonesian publishers, editing 
and translating literary works from Indonesian into English.

Manager of Suara Saking Bali online magazine, 
I Putu Supartika’s Balinese and Indonesian 
works have appeared in local and national 
media. His books include Joged lan Bojog Lua 
ane Setata Ngantiang Ujan rikala Bintange 

Makacak in Langite (2017) and Meme Mokoh (2019), a translation of 
Putu Oka Sukanta’s works into Balinese. 

Karachi-based H.M. Naqvi is the award-winning 
author of Home Boy. His second novel, The 
Selected Works of Abdullah the Cossack, has 
been called “gorgeous, utterly original” by John 
Freeman and a “delirious love letter to Karachi” 
by The Wall Street Journal. He has worked in the financial services 
industry and taught creative writing. 

I Ketut Sandika completed his postgraduate 
studies at Institut Hindu Dharma Negeri in 
Denpasar. He is now a lecturer there, majoring 
in yoga and health sciences as part of the Shiva 
Tantra course. He researches mysticism, art 
and culture from across the archipelago, especially the Tantra 
Nusantara.

Garin Nugroho • Indonesia

Helena Natasha • Indonesia

I Made Iwan Darmawan • Indonesia

Guy Gunaratne • UK

Hezky Kurniawan • Indonesia 

Gill Westaway • Australia/UK

I Putu Supartika • Indonesia

H.M. Naqvi • Pakistan

I Ketut Sandika • Indonesia
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Jessica is an entrepreneur, investor, and 
speaker. Her work focuses on financial 
inclusion, the sharing economy, and social 
justice. She is best known as a Co-founder of 
Kiva, the world’s first p2p microlending website. 

She is the author of Clay Water Brick: Finding Inspiration from 
Entrepreneurs Who Do the Most with the Least.

Jessica Jackley • USA

Jamie Marina Lau is a writer and artist. Her 
debut novel Pink Mountain on Locust Island 
was published in 2018 by Brow Books. She is 
currently working on her next two books and 
writing/producing music.

Jenny Zhang is the author of the story collection 
Sour Heart and the poetry collection Dear Jenny, 
We Are All Find. She is the recipient of the Pen/
Bingham Award for Debut Fiction and the LA 
Times Art Seidenbaum Award for First Fiction.

Supported by the Embassy of the United States. 

Jonathan Miller was born in Ireland, grew 
up in Southeast Asia, and is now based in 
Bangkok, Thailand. He has worked with the 
BBC, and covered revolutions, wars and natural 
disasters (and some happy stories too) for 
Britain’s Channel 4 News as Foreign Affairs Correspondent. He has 
won multiple Royal Television Society and Amnesty International 
awards.

Melbourne-born Janet DeNeefe, Founder and 
Director of Ubud Writers & Readers Festival 
and Ubud Food Festival, has lived in Bali for 
over three decades. Her latest book Bali: 
Food of My Island Home followed her memoir 

Fragrant Rice. She also owns Casa Luna, Indus Restaurant, and 
Honeymoon Guesthouse and Bakery in Ubud.

Dr Joan Arakkal, author of Slice Girls, advocates 
for the modernization of surgery through 
the removal of archaic attitudes that exclude 
women from the surgical workforce. Trained 
as an orthopedic surgeon in India and 

admitted as a Fellow of the UK Royal College of Surgeons, she is 
the recipient of numerous academic and research awards.

Supported by Writing Western Australia.

Jamil Jan Kochai was born in Peshawar, 
Pakistan, but originally hails from Logar, 
Afghanistan. He was a Truman Capote Fellow 
at the Iowa Writers’ Workshop and his fiction 
has appeared in Ploughshares, A Public Space, 

and The O. Henry Prize Stories. 99 Nights in Logar is his debut novel.

Jono Lineen was born in Belfast, Northern 
Ireland at the start of the Troubles. He grew up 
in Canada and spent almost 20 years traveling 
the world working as a forester, mountain 
guide, and humanitarian relief worker. He is a 

senior curator at the National Museum of Australia.

Janet Steele is a Professor of Journalism at 
George Washington University, where she 
teaches narrative journalism. Her most recent 
book, Mediating Islam: Cosmopolitan Journalisms 
in Muslim Southeast Asia, focuses on journalism, 
Islam, and democracy. She divides her time between Jakarta, 
Indonesia and Washington, DC, USA.

Joanna Savill is a lifetime food traveler, 
journalist and events director. She is a former 
TV presenter, author of more than 20 guides to 
eating out, and regularly contributes to many 
Australian and international magazines. She is 
delighted to be back for her third Ubud Writers & Readers Festival.

Jamie Marina Lau • Australia

Jenny Zhang • China/USA

Jonathan Miller • UK/Ireland

Janet DeNeefe • Australia/Indonesia 

Joan Arakkal • Australia/India

Jamil Jan Kochai • Afghanistan/USA

Jono Lineen • Australia/Canada

Janet Steele • USA/Indonesia

Joanna Savill • Australia

I Wayan Juniarta is a journalist who finds 
solace in crafting essays after a tragically failed 
attempt at poetry. His first and probably last 
book, Bungklang-Bungkling, records the hilarity 
and ludicrousness of Balinese men. When he’s 
not writing, he can be found pedaling towards the island’s most 
serene spots. 

I Wayan Juniarta • Indonesia

James Roque is the Filipino stepson of New 
Zealand comedy. He’s been part of the New 
Zealand International Comedy Festival since 
2012. He is one third of popular sketch 
comedy group Frickin Dangerous Bro and 

is a Co-founder of Proudly Asian Theatre, a theatre company 
established to empower Asian artists onstage in New Zealand.

James Roque • New Zealand/The Philippines

Ilhamdi Putra was born in Padang, West 
Sumatra. A student of the Masters Program in 
Law at Andalas University, Padang, he is also a 
researcher at the Bung Hatta Anti-Corruption 
Study Center. His poetry and political studies 

have appeared online and in print, and in several joint anthologies.

Supported by the Indonesian Writers Patron Program. 

Ilhamdi Putra • Indonesia

Professor Dr I Wayan Rai was born in 1955. 
He is currently the Rector of Institut Seni dan 
Budaya Indonesia in Papua. He is a writer, 
composer, researcher, and lecturer on 
Balinese and Papuan art and culture.

I Wayan Rai • Indonesia

As a child Iksaka Banu’s writing was published 
in Kompas and Kawanku magazine, and he also 
created the Samba Si Kelinci Perkasa comic 
for Ananda magazine. In 2014, his colonialism 
stories collection Semua untuk Hindia won the 
Khatulistiwa Award for prose. His two other books, Ratu Sekop and 
Sang Raja were published in 2017.

Irwan Bajang’s works include the poetry 
collection Sketsa Senja (2006), and the novels 
Rumah Merah (2008), Malam Tanpa Ujung 
(2014), and Hantu, Presiden, dan Buku Puisi 
Kesedihan (2017). Through Indie Book Corner, a 
publishing institution he founded in 2009, Irwan has edited dozens 
of Indonesian writers.

Florentine by birth and Balinese by adoption, 
Idanna Pucci wrote The Epic of Life and Brazza 
in Congo: A Life and Legacy, which inspired her 
documentary, Black Africa White Marble. She 
produced Talk Radio Tehran and her latest 

books are The Lady of Sing Sing and The World Odyssey of a Balinese 
Prince.

Innosanto Nagara is a children’s author, 
activist, and graphic designer. He is the author 
of the bestselling alphabet book A is for Activist 
as well as Counting on Community, My Night in 
the Planetarium, and The Wedding Portrait. His 

newest book, M is for Movement, is an illustrated chapter book set 
in Indonesia.

IGA Darma Putra was born in Bangli, Bali. His 
lyrical prose collection Bulan Sisi Kauh (2017) 
won the Sastera Rancage Prize in 2018. He 
is part of the Komala Bangli Sastra group, 
which is oriented towards modern Balinese 
literature, and transcribes old works onto lontar (traditional palm 
leaf manuscripts).  

Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, Irvine Welsh is the 
author of 12 novels including the international 
million-copy bestseller Trainspotting and its 
sequel Porno, both adapted into iconic films 
by Danny Boyle. Irvine serves as the Official 
Ambassador of the Homeless World Cup and currently lives in 
Miami. His most recent novel is Dead Men’s Trousers.

Iksaka Banu • Indonesia

Irwan Bajang • Indonesia

Idanna Pucci • France/Italy

Innosanto Nagara • USA/Indonesia

IGA Darma Putra • Indonesia

Irvine Welsh • UK
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Lita Lestianti is a housewife. She graduated 
in Planologie and studied in France for one 
year. Lita joined the writing community Forum 
Lingkar Pena Malang in 2014. In 2017 she 
won a contest conducted by the Ministry of 

Education and Culture’s Language Agency to write children’s 
stories and contributed again in 2018. 

Supported by the Indonesian Writers Patron Program. 

Lita Lestianti • Indonesia

Lala Bohang is a visual artist and writer. 
Since 2009 she has participated in several 
international group exhibitions. In 2016 
she published the book series The Book of 
Siblings which this year ended with The Book 
of Imaginary Beliefs. She’s curator of the book imprint Pear Press 
under Gramedia Pustaka Utama.

Lindy West is a New York Times contributing 
opinion writer and author of the bestselling 
memoir Shrill: Notes from a Loud Woman and 
the upcoming essay collection The Witches 
Are Coming. She is executive producer of 
Hulu’s 2019 television adaptation of Shrill. In 2015 she co-
founded the reproductive rights destigmatization campaign 
#ShoutYourAbortion.

Luke Williams flew to Kuala Lumpur coming 
down off crystal meth without plans or much 
cash. What followed was a three-year adventure 
in opium, Buddhism, sex work, Bali, India, a 
prison and then a psych ward. It all, he hopes, 
makes for good reading.

Lemn Sissay is a BAFTA-nominated award-
winning writer, international poet, performer, 
playwright, artist and broadcaster. He is a 
Member of the Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire for services to literature and 

won a Pen Pinter Prize in 2019. He is Chancellor of the University 
of Manchester.

Lou Drofenik grew up in Malta and now lives 
in regional Victoria, Australia. She has written 
poetry, short stories, and novels. She is a 
three-time winner of the Malta National Book 
Council Award. Her latest novels are Love in the 

Time of the Inquisition and The Reluctant Healer.

Supported by the National Book Council Malta. 

Leila S. Chudori’s first novel Pulang (Home) 
won a Khatulistiwa Literary Award in 2013 and 
has been translated into five languages. Her 
second novel Laut Bercerita (2017) was adapted 
into a short film. The Sea Speaks His Name, 

the English translation by John H. McGlynn, is forthcoming from 
Penguin Random House Southeast Asia.

Born in 1939 in Sengkidu, East Bali, Made 
Taro was educated as an archaeologist, but 
found his calling in writing poetry and folklore 
for children. He has written 15 books on 
traditional folklore, as well as songs and games 

inspired by oral storytelling, and received numerous accolades for 
his work in their preservation and popularization.

Lindsay Wong is the award-winning bestselling 
author of The Woo-Woo: How I Survived Ice 
Hockey, Drug-Raids, Demons, And My Crazy 
Chinese Family. It won the Hubert-Evans Non-
fiction Prize in 2019, was shortlisted for the 
2018 Hilary Weston Prize and 2019 Canada Reads, and longlisted 
for a 2019 Stephen Leacock Medal in Humour.

Lucy Inglis is an independent historian 
specializing in social history, with an interest 
in the global narcotics trade, and domestic life 
from 1660–1836 in Europe, including food, 
fashion, sexuality, and immigration history. 
When not traveling she is in London or France, with her husband 
and a rescue dog named Whitney Houston.

Lala Bohang • Indonesia

Lindy West • USA

Luke Williams • Australia

Lemn Sissay • UK

Lou Drofenik • Malta

Leila S. Chudori • Indonesia

Made Taro • Indonesia

Lindsay Wong • Canada 

Lucy Inglis • UK

Jorge Franco was born in Colombia. Rosario 
Tijeras, published in 1999, marked the 
breakthrough of one of the most promising 
writers of new Latin American narrative. In 
2014 he won the prestigious Premio Alfaguara 
with El Mundo de Afuera. El Cielo a Tiros (2018) is perhaps his most 
profound, accomplished work to date.

Supported by the Embassy of Colombia. 

Jorge Franco • Colombia

Laksmi Pamuntjak writes on culture and 
politics including op-eds in The Guardian. 
Her debut novel Amba won Germany’s 
2016 LiBeraturpreis. The film adaptation of 
her second novel, Aruna dan Lidahnya, was 

released in 2018. Her latest novel, Fall Baby, will be published by 
Penguin Random House Southeast Asia in October 2019.

Supported by Gramedia Pustaka Utama.

Laksmi Pamuntjak • Indonesia

Kathrin Honesta is a Jakarta-based illustrator 
who focuses on storytelling and book-related 
projects. She has created book jackets and 
illustrations for Harper Collins, Usborne Books, 
Penguin Random House, Scholastic, Simon & 

Schuster, Facebook, Snapchat and Google. She has also exhibited 
her works in Malaysia, Japan, and Taiwan.

Kathrin Honesta • Indonesia

Balinese writer Kadek Sonia Piscayanti has 
published several books. A theatre director, 
she manages Mahima Community, and 
established independent publisher Mahima 
Institute Indonesia to develop literacy among 

young writers. In 2018 she received a Ford Foundation grant for 
her project 11 Ibu 11 Panggung 11 Kisah (11 Mothers 11 Stages 11 
Stories).

Kadek Sonia Piscayanti • Indonesia

Kate Richards is a writer of fiction, narrative 
non-fiction, and poetry. She has a medical 
degree with honors and works part-time in 
medical research and education in Melbourne, 
Australia. Kate is the author of the critically-
acclaimed Madness: A Memoir and the novel Fusion.

Krissy Kneen is the award-winning author of 
the memoir Affection and five novels including 
Stella Prize shortlisted An Uncertain Grace. 
She is also the author of Thomas Shapcott 
Award-winning poetry collection Eating My 
Grandmother. She has written and directed documentaries for 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation and Special Broadcasting 
Service television. Her most recent book is Wintering.

Karoline Kan was born and raised in China. 
She worked as a reporter and writer at The 
New York Times and is now the Beijing Editor at 
chinadialogue. She won the 2016 International 
China Journalists Association’s award in the 

section of opinion/personal narrative. Her book Under Red Skies 
was published in 2019.

Ketut Yuliarsa has worked as a writer, actor 
and musician in Indonesia and Australia, and 
published two poetry collections. He and his 
wife Anita established Ubud’s first bookshop, 
Ganesha Bookshop, in 1986, and in 2004 the 

Books For Bali Project, to foster literacy through the donation of 
books to schools and libraries.

Kate Evans presents and produces The 
Bookshelf on the Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation’s Radio National, co-hosted with 
Cassie McCullagh. The Bookshelf is a weekly 
radio program and podcast, focusing on fiction. 
Kate has a PhD in history and too many books, neither of which 
she regrets.  

Kirsti Melville is an award-winning documentary 
producer for Earshot on the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation’s Radio National. 
When she’s not busy telling other people’s 
stories, you’ll find her curled up reading them. 
She’s addicted to understanding the complexities of human 
relationships and adding to the ever-growing pile of books beside 
her bed.

Kate Richards • Australia

Krissy Kneen • Australia

Karoline Kan • China

Ketut Yuliarsa • Indonesia

Kate Evans • Australia 

Kirsti Melville • Australia
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Maryam Azam • Australia

Beauty pageant titleholder (Miss Indonesia 
2015) turned social activist, Maria Harfanti 
has worked with various NGOs locally and 
internationally, including Smile Train and Rise 
Against Hunger. In 2018, she built her own 

social foundation called Yayasan Bangun Sekolah that focuses on 
improving education in Indonesia’s remote areas, mainly Banten 
and West Java.

Maria Harfanti • Indonesia

Dr Matt Morgan has worked in some of the 
largest hospitals in the UK and Australia. He 
has won prizes for research and his PhD used 
artificial intelligence to solve complex medical 
problems. His first book Critical: Science and 

stories from the brink of life was published in 2019.

Matt Morgan • UK

Maria Hartiningsih was a Kompas journalist 
from 1984–2015. She was the first journalist to 
accept the Yap Thiam Hien Award for Human 
Rights in the Human Rights Educator category 
(2003). She wrestled with issues of humanity, 

diversity, equality, peace and spirituality from a critical perspective. 
Jalan Pulang is one of her novels.

Maria Hartiningsih • Indonesia

Maryam Azam is a Pakistani-Australian 
writer and teacher who lives and works in 
Western Sydney. She graduated with Honours 
in Creative Writing from Western Sydney 
University and holds a diploma in the Islamic 

Sciences. Her debut poetry collection is The Hijab Files (Giramondo, 
2018).

Melati Suryodarmo lives and works in 
Surakarta. She is an internationally renowned 
performance artist whose practice focuses 
on cultural, social and political aspects. Her 
performances feature elements of physical 

presence and visual art to talk about identity, energy, and politics. 
These are translated into photography, dance choreography, 
video and live performances.

Mark Brandi’s bestselling novel Wimmera won 
the British Crime Writers’ Association Debut 
Dagger and was an Australian Indie Book 
Awards’ Best Debut. It was shortlisted for 
the Australian Book Industry Awards Literary 
Fiction Book of the Year, and the Matt Richell Award for New 
Writer of the Year. His second novel is The Rip.

Megan K. Stack has traveled the world to 
chronicle war and political upheaval. A 
journalist and author, she was a finalist for the 
Pulitzer Prize for Iraq coverage and her first 
book, Every Man in This Village Is A Liar, was a 
finalist for the National Book Award in non-fiction.

Bali-born sculpture and installation artist 
Marmar Herayukti initiated the Ogoh-ogoh 
without Styrofoam movement to encourage a 
return to traditional weaving. As a traditional 
ogoh-ogoh architect, Marmar never stops 
innovating. Three of his works (Taru Pule, Paksi Ireng, and Sang 
Maungpati) reflect the journey of learning in his life.

Melanie Mununggurr-Williams is the 2018 
Australian Poetry Slam Champion. Melanie is 
a Djapu writer from Yirrkala, in Arnhem Land. 
She is one of about 4,600 speakers of Yolnu-
Matha. Her first poetry book is being published 
by Penguin in 2020. Melanie recently toured to six cities across 
Canada and the USA.

Melati Suryodarmo • Indonesia

Mark Brandi • Australia

Megan K. Stack • USA

Marmar Herayukti • Indonesia

Melanie Mununggurr-Williams • 
Australia
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Maeve Marsden is a writer, producer and 
performer who has toured award-winning work 
across Australia, the UK and New Zealand. She 
hosts a national storytelling event and podcast 
which has welcomed countless Australian icons 
and won Best Spoken Word at Sydney Fringe. In 2018, Hachette 
published a collection of the stories edited by Maeve.

Maeve Marsden • Australia 
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Peter van Dongen, born in 1966 in The 
Netherlands, is a Dutch comic artist and 
illustrator. His acclaimed graphic novel 
Rampokan is set during Indonesia’s revolution, 
and in 2017 he published a graphic novel 

adaptation of the novel Familieziek (Repatriated) by Adriaan van Dis.

Supported by the Dutch Foundation for Literature. 

Nazli Karabiyikoglu is a Turkish author and 
resident of Georgia. She escaped political 
and gender oppression in Turkey and 
helped create the #MeToo movement within 
the Turkish publishing industry. Nazli has 
five published books in Turkish and has recently completed 
translations of two new books for international publication.

Nazli Karabiyikoglu • Turkey

Michelle Tanmizi is Chinese-Indonesian and 
international. She is an author, leadership 
coach and trainer, and a motivational speaker. 
Michelle’s first work was a poetry book, Truth. 
Late Dawn is her first speculative science fiction 
novel inspired by the conservation crisis we face today. She is 
writing her third book.

Nurillah Achmad was born in Jember, East Java, 
and learned to write when she was a student 
at Islamic boarding school TMI Putri Al-Amien 
Prenduan, Sumenep. She then studied at 
University of Jember’s Law Faculty, while 
submitting her writing to various media outlets. She is now based 
in Jember. 

Supported by the Indonesian Writers Patron Program. 

Métis performing artist Moe Clark draws from 
multilingual lyricism to create meaning rooted 
in personal legacy. She facilitates creative 
workshops, produces festivals and mentors 
Indigenous youth. With two albums of words 
and music, a bilingual book of poetry, multiple videos and over 100 
performances, her work is known worldwide.

Norman Ince has taught English literature and 
language for the past 33 years in Canada and 
Indonesia. In 2004 he translated The Windows, 
Fira Basuki’s first novel (originally titled Jendela-
Jendela), and in 2006 his article in honor of 
Pramoedya Ananta Toer was published in The Jakarta Post.

Mira Jacob is the author and illustrator of Good 
Talk: A Memoir in Conversations. Her critically 
acclaimed novel The Sleepwalker’s Guide to 
Dancing was a Barnes & Noble Discover New 
Writers pick, shortlisted for India’s Tata First 

Literature Award, and longlisted for the Brooklyn Literary Eagles 
Prize.

Dr Nirarta “Koni” Samadhi is Director of World 
Resources Institute (WRI) Indonesia. Previously 
Deputy V of the Presidential Work Unit for 
Development Supervision and Control, he 
worked with WRI for several years before 

joining the organization when its activities in forestry, land use and 
governance sectors were developing.

Miguel-Manso is a poet whose work has been 
in print since 2008. His writings have been 
included in several significant anthologies 
and literary journals. He wrote, produced and 
directed (in collaboration with João Manso) the 
feature film Bibliographia (2013). He has also collaborated with 
several theatre companies and directors.

Supported by Instituto Camões.

Mirandi Riwoe’s The Fish Girl won Seizure’s 
Viva la Novella and was shortlisted for The 
Stella Prize. Mirandi also writes as MJ Tjia 
and has authored three crime novels. She is 
prose editor for Peril magazine. Her work has 

appeared in Best Australian Stories, Meanjin and Review of Australian 
Fiction.

Supported by the Australian Embassy Jakarta.

Nirwan Dewanto is a poet, essayist, editor 
and curator renowned in Indonesia’s literary 
circles for his critical stance toward nationalist-
populist sentiment in literary works. He is a 
two-time winner of the Khatulistiwa Award, 

and his latest work Buku Jingga (The Orange Book) was named Best 
Fiction Book of 2018 by Tempo magazine.

Michelle Tanmizi • Indonesia/Singapore Nurillah Achmad • Indonesia

Moe Clark • Canada

Norman Ince • Canada/Indonesia

Mira Jacob • USA

Nirarta Samadhi • Indonesia 

Miguel-Manso • Portugal 

Mirandi Riwoe • Australia

Nirwan Dewanto • Indonesia

Parag Khanna is a leading global strategy 
advisor, world traveler, and bestselling author. 
He is Founder and Managing Partner of 
FutureMap, a data and scenario-based strategic 
advisory firm. Parag’s latest book is The Future is 
Asian: Commerce, Conflict & Culture in the 21st Century (2019).

Parag Khanna • Singapore 

Olin Monteiro is a feminist writer and producer, 
women’s rights publisher, and Founder of 
Arts for Women and Femartspace. She has 
published over 15 indie books and produced 
five documentaries focusing on women, the 
latest of which is The Woven Path: Women of Humba Land (2019).

Olin Monteiro • Indonesia

Pailin Wedel is a Thai-American investigative 
journalist and filmmaker. She is the director of 
Hope Frozen, an Oscar-qualified documentary 
about cryonic preservation. Much of her work 
focuses on themes of faith and trauma. She 
also hosts documentaries for Al Jazeera’s 101 East and produces 
work for The New York Times and National Geographic.

Pitchaya Sudbanthad is the author of the novel 
Bangkok Wakes to Rain, published by Riverhead 
Books (US) and Sceptre (UK). He has received 
fellowships in fiction writing from the New York 
Foundation for the Arts and the MacDowell 
Colony, and currently splits time between Bangkok and Brooklyn.

Omid Tofighian is Assistant Professor of 
English at the American University in Cairo, 
Egypt, and Adjunct Lecturer in the School of 
the Arts and Media at the University of New 
South Wales, Australia. He wrote Myth and 

Philosophy in Platonic Dialogues and translated Behrouz Boochani’s 
multi-award winning No Friend but the Mountains: Writing From 
Manus Prison.

Patrick Winn is an award-winning investigative 
journalist based in Bangkok. He is the 
Asia correspondent for The World, a radio 
show appearing on National Public Radio, 
and author of the non-fiction book Hello, 

Shadowlands: Inside the Meth Fiefdoms, Rebel Hideouts and Bomb-
Scarred Party Towns of Southeast Asia.

Paige Leacey is a professional writer and 
workshop facilitator who earns her pennies 
running a boutique content agency, Squawk 
Content. Squawk specializes in using storytelling 
to connect brands with their customers. In 

her spare time, Paige is a podcaster, freelance journalist, writer of 
sketch comedy, and shameless show pony.

Pailin Wedel • Thailand/USA

Pitchaya Sudbanthad • Thailand/USA

Omid Tofighian • Australia

Patrick Winn • USA/Thailand

Paige Leacey • Australia

Peter van Dongen • The Netherlands/
Indonesia 
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Novuyo Rosa Tshuma’s first novel House of 
Stone won the Edward Stanford Travel Writing 
Award, and was listed for The Orwell Prize, The 
Dylan Thomas Prize and The Folio Prize, among 
others. Her writing has received numerous 

other awards, including a Bellagio Arts Award and a Herman 
Charles Bosman Prize.

Novuyo Rosa Tshuma • Zimbabwe/USA 

Writer and private diplomat Michael Vatikiotis 
is the Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue’s 
Asia Director. As a journalist for the BBC, he 
reported from across Asia. He has written 
novels set in Indonesia and books on 

Southeast Asian politics. His latest is Blood and Silk: Power and 
Conflict in Modern Southeast Asia.

Michael Vatikiotis • UK/Singapore
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Rodaan Al Galidi • The Netherlands

Poet and writer Rodaan Al Galidi was born 
in Iraq and trained as a civil engineer. He 
has lived in the Netherlands since 1998. As 
an undocumented asylum seeker, he taught 
himself Dutch and has published nine books of 

poetry. The bestseller Two Blankets, Three Sheets will be published 
in English in 2020.

Supported by the Dutch Foundation for Literature. 

Actor, broadcaster, and journalist Rhik 
Samadder writes weekly in The Guardian, and 
created the cult column “Inspect a Gadget”. He 
has acted for the Royal Shakespeare Company, 
BBC, and HBO, and written for various 
publications. I Never Said I Loved You is his memoir about family 
secrets and mental health. 

Rhik Samadder • UK

Putu Fajar Arcana from West Bali is an editor 
for Kompas Minggu, part of Kompas Harian 
in Jakarta. He established the Kelas Cerpen 
Kompas (The Kompas Short Story Class). His 
works include the book Monolog Politik (2014). 
He also directed the monologue Wakil Rakyat yang Terhormat 
(2015) and Perempuan Dangdut (2016).

Rizqi R. Mosmarth (better known as Ecky) is an 
editor, writer, and comic artist at Bumilangit 
Comics, which manages more than 1,000 
characters by legendary Indonesian comic 
artists. He is currently working with the 
Indonesian comic world’s best talent on Mandala, Gundala, and Si 
Buta dari Gua Hantu.

Reza Aslan is an internationally-renowned 
writer, commentator, professor, producer and 
scholar of religions. His books, including the #1 
New York Times bestseller, Zealot: The Life and 
Times of Jesus of Nazareth, No god but God: The 
Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam, and God: A Human History, 
have been translated into dozens of languages.

Indonesian Rio Helmi has been photographing 
and writing about Asia since 1978. He’s been 
published in international magazines and 20+ 
large format books, has held solo exhibitions 
around the world, and blogged for Huffington 
Post and ubudnowandthen.com. He’s currently working on a TV 
series, Swadaya, about grassroots Indonesia.

Rayya Makarim is a screenwriter and producer. 
Her films include Pasir Berbisik (2001), Rumah 
Ketujuh (2003), Banyu Biru (2005), Jermal (2009), 
Buffalo Boys (2018), and the series Grisse 
produced by HBO Asia (2018). Her latest script 

for 27 Steps of May (2018) won Skenario Pilihan Tempo at Tempo 
Film Festival 2018.

Richard Fidler is a writer and radio host. He’s 
the author of the bestselling Ghost Empire, a 
history of the legendary city of Constantinople, 
and Saga Land, a journey into the sagas of 
Iceland, co-written with Kári Gíslason. Richard 

is also the presenter yof Conversations on Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio, Australia’s most popular podcast.

Supported by The Bob Hawke Prime Ministerial Centre, UniSA.

British-Jamaican poet Raymond Antrobus 
is the author of To Sweeten Bitter and The 
Perseverance, which was The Sunday Times and 
The Guardian Poetry Book of the Year in 2018. 
He has won fellowships from Cave Canem, 
Complete Works 3, and Jerwood Compton Poetry. In 2018 he 
received the Geoffrey Dearmer Prize.

Supported by the British Council. 

Rizka Ramli is a student and illustrator from 
Makassar, Sulawesi. Among thousands of 
participants from 130 countries, she won 
UNICEF’s School Superhero Comic Contest. 
Her comic was exhibited to world leaders at 

the UN Headquarters in New York in July 2019, and distributed to 
schools and children throughout the world.

Resa Boenard is a waste expert and social 
entrepreneur. Experienced in community 
development, informal waste management 
and marketing, she works to empower the 
women and children of Bantar Gebang waste 

landfill who mostly live in poverty. She is a renowned facilitator 
among NGOs and activists working on environmental and 
entrepreneurship issues.

Writer and director Richard Oh is one of the 
pioneers of Kusala Sastra Khatulistiwa, an 
awards event for Indonesian writers. As well as 
publishing novels, he has written and directed 
several films. His latest, Perburuan, released 

this year, is an adaption of the novel by legendary Indonesian 
writer, the late Pramoedya Ananta Toer.

Putu Fajar Arcana • Indonesia Rizqi R. Mosmarth • Indonesia

Reza Aslan • USA/Iran

Rio Helmi • Indonesia

Rayya Makarim • Indonesia

Richard Fidler • Australia 

Raymond Antrobus • USA

Rizka Ramli • Indonesia

Resa Boenard • Indonesia

Richard Oh • Indonesia

Sally Breen is the author of The Casuals and 
Atomic City. Her short form creative and non-
fiction work has been published widely. She 
is a Griffith Review Queensland Writing Fellow 
2019, senior lecturer in creative writing at 
Griffith University and Chair of Asia Pacific Writers and Translators.

Sally Breen • Australia 

Robbie Arnott’s Flames was shortlisted for the 
2019 Victorian Premier’s Literary Award for 
Fiction, the 2018 Fiction Book Award in the 
Queensland Literary Awards, and the 2018 
Readings Prize for New Australian Fiction, and 
longlisted for the 2019 Debut Fiction Award in the Indie Book 
Awards. He lives in Hobart, Tasmania.

Supported by MUD Literary Club.

Robbie Arnott • Australia

Rudi Waisnawa is a professional photographer 
who documents the conditions of people with 
severe mental illness in Bali. Since 2014, along 
with the Suryani Institute for Mental Health, he 
has campaigned for better conditions for those 
with mental illness. His photos have been exhibited in Indonesia, 
Singapore, Germany and Denmark.

Samuel Indratma is a community visual artist 
and one of the Founders of the prominent 
Yogyakarta public art collective, Apotik Komik. 
He also co-founded the Jogjakarta Mural 
Forum in 2005. His solo exhibitions include 
The Interpretation of Sureq La Galigo (Singapore, 2004) and Urban 
Apartment (Melbourne, 2007–2008).

Robert Evans started out at Cracked magazine. 
Working as a journalist since 2013, he has 
reported from warzones in Iraq and Ukraine, 
as well as from the USA. In 2015, he began 
work on A Brief History of Vice, an exploration 

of historic debauchery and the underrated importance of bad 
behavior.

Sam Cooney runs not-for-profit literary 
organization TLB, which includes the 
independent press Brow Books and quarterly 
literary magazine The Lifted Brow. He is 
Publisher-in-Residence at RMIT University. In 

2017 he was an Australia Council Future Leader, and is currently 
a member of the UNESCO Melbourne City of Literature’s Strategic 
Planning Group.

Sam George-Allen is a writer and musician 
based in Tasmania, Australia. Her essays and 
cultural criticism have appeared in The Lifted 
Brow, LitHub, Scum, Kill Your Darlings, Stilts, 
Overland and Griffith Review, among others. Her 

first book, Witches: What Women Do Together, explores the power 
and pleasure of working with other women.

Rudi Waisnawa • Indonesia

Samuel Indratma • Indonesia

Robert Evans • USA

Sam Cooney • Australia 

Sam George-Allen • Australia
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Prabu Darmayasa is the Indonesian 
Ambassador of the International Academy 
of Culture and Arts. He has received several 
awards including two PhD Honoris Causa for 
his contribution to social work and literature. 

In 2018 he received the highest award for Hindi language, the 
Vishwa Hindi Samman, from the Government of the Republic of 
India.

Prabu Darmayasa • Indonesia 

PEOPLE YOU’LL MEET
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Yotam Ottolenghi is a cookery writer and chef-
patron of the Ottolenghi delis, NOPI and ROVI. 
He writes a weekly column in The Guardian’s 
Feast magazine and a monthly column in 
The New York Times. Yotam has published 

seven bestselling cookbooks including his latest award-winning 
cookbook SIMPLE.

Yotam Ottolenghi • UK

Suneeta Peres da Costa is a Sydney, Australia-
based writer. Her latest book Saudade focuses 
on the legacies of Portuguese colonialism 
and the Goan diaspora in Angola. Her literary 
honors include a Fulbright Scholarship, the 

Australia Council for the Arts BR Whiting Residency in Rome, and 
an Asialink Arts Creative Exchange to North India.

Suneeta Peres da Costa • Australia/India

Saras Dewi is a Balinese poet, activist and 
academic. She is a lecturer at Universitas 
Indonesia, teaching on themes of ecofeminism, 
ecological philosophy, Eastern philosophy, 
philosophy of literature and phenomenology. 
Her latest publications are her environmental theory, 
Ekofenomenologi, and the poetry anthology Kekasih Teluk.

Theoresia Rumthe published the poetry 
collection Rona Kata with friends in Bandung 
in 2010. She co-authored the poetry collection 
Tempat Paling Liar di Muka Bumi with Weslly 
Johannes in 2016, and it’s since been 
reprinted. Her first book of poetry, Selamat Datang, Bulan, was 
published by Gramedia Pustaka Utama in 2019.

Supported by Gramedia Pustaka Utama.

Simi Genziuk is a circus performer and 
emerging author who has written a non-fiction 
picture book about circus performer May Wirth, 
an Australian woman who became the world’s 
greatest bareback rider of all time. She wrote it 
to encourage more stories of inspirational girls and women for all 
children to enjoy.

Tara June Winch is an Australian (Wiradjuri) 
writer based in France. She explores ideas of 
Indigenous culture and language, belonging to 
landscape, and colonialism. She’s also written 
about ideas of exile and motherhood. She is 
the author of the story collection After the Carnage and the novels 
Swallow the Air, and The Yield.

Supported by MUD Literary Club.

Seno Gumira Ajidarma has been a journalist 
since 1977 and is currently part of panajournal.
com. His latest books include Obrolan Sukab (a 
collection of columns), Transit (short stories), 
and Kalatidha (a novel). His forthcoming non-

fiction books are Ngobrolin Komik, Film dan Nasionalisme and Dari 
Soekarno Sampai Spider Man.

Supported by Gramedia Pustaka Utama.

Susan Orlean is the author of eight books, 
including international bestseller The Library 
Book, and The Orchid Thief, which was made 
into the Academy Award-winning film 
Adaptation. She has been a staff writer at 

The New Yorker since 1992. She lives in Los Angeles, USA and in 
upstate New York with her family.

Sebastian Partogi has been working as a 
journalist and copywriter for Indonesia’s English 
newspaper The Jakarta Post since January 2013, 
specializing in leisure articles and health issues, 
as well as arts and literature. He has also 
translated novels and short stories by Ratih Kumala, Djenar Maesa 
Ayu, Sindhunata and Feby Indirani.

Colorado, USA-born writer and documentarist 
Terence Ward grew up in Saudi Arabia and 
Iran. His books include Searching for Hassan: 
A Journey to the Heart of Iran, The Guardian 
of Mercy: How an Extraordinary Painting by 

Caravaggio Changed an Ordinary Life, and The Wahhabi Code: How 
the Saudis Spread Extremism Globally.

Supported by the Embassy of the United States.

Setyawan Samad is a poet from Banda Neira, 
Maluku. In early 2019 he released his first 
collection of poems, Banda Neira Dalam Perahu. 
Setyawan finds inspiration in local culture. With 
his great interest in literacy, he wants to make 

Banda Neira a benchmark for literacy in the Maluku region.  

Stanley Widianto is an Indonesian writer and 
journalist whose work concentrates on politics, 
culture, and how they sometimes intersect. His 
work has been published in The New York Times, 
The Washington Post, The Atlantic, The Guardian, 
and Foreign Policy.

Saras Dewi • Indonesia Theoresia Rumthe • Indonesia

Simi Genziuk • Australia

Tara June Winch • Australia/France 

Seno Gumira Ajidarma • Indonesia

Susan Orlean • USA

Sebastian Partogi • Indonesia

Terence Ward • Ireland/USA

Setyawan Samad • Indonesia

Stanley Widianto • Indonesia

Multi-award winning poet Warih Wisatsana’s 
poetry has been translated into Dutch, English, 
Italian, German, Portuguese, and French. His 
poetry collections Ikan Terbang Tak Berkawan, 
May Fire and Other Poems, and Batu Ibu were 
among the Five Best Poetry Books at the 2018 Khatulistiwa 
Awards, and Tempo’s Recommended Poetry Books for 2018. 

Warih Wisatsana • Indonesia 

Toni Jordan is the author of five novels, 
including the international bestseller Addition, 
the Indie Book Award winner Nine Days, and 
Our Tiny, Useless Hearts, a bedroom farce 
inspired by her love of Molière. Toni teaches 
creative writing at Faber Academy at Allen & Unwin. Her latest 
novel is The Fragments.

Toni Jordan • Australia

Valiant Budi (also known as Vabyo) is an award-
winning author, songwriter, and scriptwriter. 
In his latest book Tukar Takdir, Vabyo explores 
the inevitability of fate and unexpected events. 
His works over the past five years have been 
influenced by his experience as a stroke survivor.

Fiction and non-fiction writer Yusi Avianto 
Pareanom has chaired the Jakarta Arts Council’s 
Literature Committee since 2016. His published 
fiction includes Grave Sin #14 (2015), Raden 
Mandasia si Pencuri Daging Sapi (2016), which 
received the Khatulistiwa Award, and Muslihat Musang Emas (2017). 
In 2019, he initiated the Jakarta International Literary Festival.

An Asia ‘hippie trail’ trek led to the creation 
of Lonely Planet, and The New York Times 
describing Tony as “the trailblazing patron 
saint of the world’s backpackers and adventure 
travelers”. Since Lonely Planet there’s been 

Melbourne’s Wheeler Centre, the Planet Wheeler Foundation’s 
developing world projects, and lots of travel.

Yirga Gelaw Woldeyes is a writer, researcher 
and poet from Lalibela, Ethiopia. He lives in 
Perth lecturing on human rights at Curtin 
University. His Amharic poetry has featured 
in print, on stage and radio in Ethiopia. His 

English work has appeared in Westerly, Ways of Being Here and 
Stories of Perth. 

Supported by Writing Western Australia. 

Uzma Jalaluddin’s writes a parenting column 
for Canadian newspaper The Toronto Star. 
Her debut novel Ayesha At Last is a revamped 
Pride and Prejudice set in a Toronto Muslim 
community and has been optioned for film by 

Pascal Pictures. Uzma lives in Ontario with her husband and two 
sons, where she also teaches high school.

Valiant Budi • Indonesia

Yusi Avianto Pareanom • Indonesia

Tony Wheeler • Australia

Yirga Gelaw Woldeyes • Australia/Ethiopia 

Uzma Jalaluddin • Canada
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PEOPLE YOU’LL MEET

Sanam Maher is a journalist based in Karachi, 
Pakistan. For more than a decade, she has 
covered stories on Pakistan’s art and culture, 
business, politics, religious minorities and 
women. A Woman Like Her: The Short Life of 

Qandeel Baloch is her first book.

Sanam Maher • Pakistan

PEOPLE YOU’LL MEET



76 #UWRF19

A TRIBUTE TO
JOHN DENEEFE

HELP US MAKE THE 
FESTIVAL BETTER SHUTTLE ATMS

FIRST AID
FESTIVAL MARKET

PARKING
INFORMATION CENTER

This year we lost one of the Festival’s longest and strongest 
supporters, John DeNeefe. Passing away on his 90th birthday, he was 
an important and loving figure, not only for our Founder & Director, 
Janet DeNeefe and her family, but also for the Yayasan Mudra Swari 
Saraswati, the not-for-profit foundation behind Ubud Writers & 
Readers Festival and Ubud Food Festival. 

Do you have suggestions for how we can deliver a better UWRF in 
2020? By giving us your feedback, you’ll go in the running to win 
a UWRF20 4-Day Pass. Scan the QR code (which you can also find 
around the Main Venues) to go straight to the survey. The survey 
runs from 24 October to 15 November 2019.

Panel Discussion Film Screening

Night Event

Desa Visesa Corner

Kebun

Toilet

Parking

Prayer Room 

Information Center
& Merchandise

Media Center

Festival Market

Shuttle Point

Cashier

Sanggingan Street

Taman Puisi

Garden

Exit Point
Entrance &

Exit Point
Entrance &

Exit Point
Entrance &

Ticket Check

N

Book Store

Indus

Restaurant

Indus

Bar

Library

Lounge

Green Room

Book Signing

UWRF Office

Kopi

Korner

Ticket Check

Volunteer

Basecamp
Indus

NEKA Museum
1 KM

Box Office

Transport

First Aid

Information

Book Launch

Children & Youth

Program

Kubu
Children & Youth

Program

Temple

Makers

Market

Lounge Area

Interview

Area

Rumah Kayu

Main Program

FESTIVAL MAP

A free shuttle service operates between the Festival’s three Main 
Venues and Puri Lukisan Museum on Jl. Raya Ubud. The shuttle 
runs from 8:00–18:00 daily, every 30 minutes.

ATMs near the Festival Hub are located at the Indomaret store, 
opposite Indus Restaurant, and Bintang Supermarket.

The Festival provides a First Aid service in partnership with 
Unicare. The First Aid officers at Taman Baca are on duty from 
10:00–22:00.

Find dishes ranging from Balinese to Indian to Western, as well as 
artisanal creations. All vendors accept payment in cash or card.

Please note that parking at the Festival Hub @ Taman Baca is 
limited. We suggest parking at Neka Museum and taking the 
shuttle to the Festival Hub.

Any more questions? Visit the Information Center at the Festival 
Box Office @ Taman Baca, open from 21–27 Octover, 8:00–17:00.

TOILETS
There are toilets at all our locations.
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DIRECTORY
We partner with Ubud’s best restaurants, hotels, and resorts to bring many of our 170+ events to life. These 
generous Partners will be home to Special Events, Workshops, Children & Youth Programs, Fringe Events, Live 
Music & Arts, and Book Launches.

• Alila Ubud  

• Bar Luna  

• Kori Ubud Resort Spa & 
Restaurant • Sri Ratih Cottages

• Littletalks 
• Taksu Spa & Restaurant

• Lumbung Restaurant
• Tandjung Sari Hotel

• Maison

• The Elephant

• Menzel Ubud

• The Samaya Ubud

• Padma Resort Ubud

• Paradiso Ubud

• Villa Kitty Foundation

• Plataran Ubud Hotel & 
Spa

• Yellow Coco Creative 
Nest

• Rumah Sanur Creative 
Hub

• Campuhan Collage

• Indus Restaurant

• Betelnut

• Blanco Renaissance 
Museum

• bridges

• Casa Luna

• DUMBO

• Element by Westin Bali 
Ubud

• Full Circle by Expat. 
RoastersDesa Melinggih Kelod Payangan, 

Gianyar

Jl. Raya Ubud, Ubud

Jl. Raya Sanggingan, Ubud Jl. Raya Penestanan, Ubud

Jl. Raya Campuhan, Ubud
Jl. Goutama Selatan, Ubud

 Jl. Suweta, Banjar Bentuyung Sakti 
Ubud

Jl. Danau Tamblingan No.41, Sanur

Jl. Raya Mas, Mas, Gianyar

Jl. Raya Sanggingan, Ubud

Jl. Yudistira, Peliatan, Ubud

Banjar Baung, Desa Sayan, Ubud

Banjar Carik, Desa Puhu, Payangan

 Jl. Goutama Selatan, Ubud

 Jl. Ambarawati Banjar Tengah, 
Lodtunduh, Ubud

Jl. Raya Hanoman, Pengosekan, 
Ubud

Jl. Raya Kengetan, Singakerta, 
Ubud

Jl. Danau Poso, Sanur

Jl. Raya Campuhan, Ubud

Festival Hub. Jl. Raya Sanggingan, 
Ubud

Jl. Raya Ubud, Ubud

Jl. Raya Campuhan, Ubud

Jl. Raya Campuhan, Ubud

Jl. Raya Ubud, Ubud

Jl. Raya Sanggingan, Kedewatan, 
Ubud

Jl. Raya Andong, Ubud

Jl. Jatayu, Ubud

VENUE PARTNERS 

Lumbung
R E S T A U R A N T
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A PERFECT HOTEL GETAWAY

A perfect hotel getaway at the idyllic coast side of Jalan Danau Tamblingan, Sanur.
offers a homey feeling in the calming comfort of classic colonial style blended with
high end modern amenities.

Jalan Danau Tamblingan,
Denpasar Selatan, Sanur 80228, Bali - Indonesia
T (0361) 472 1111   E welcome@maisonaureliasanur.com
maisonaureliasanur.com


