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Founded in 2004, Yayasan Mudra Swari 
Saraswati is an independent, not-for-profit 
foundation committed to enriching the lives 
and livelihoods of Indonesians through a 
range of community-building arts, cultural, 
and culinary programs. It was founded by 
Janet DeNeefe and Ketut Suardana as a 
healing project in response to the first Bali 
bombing.
 
The goal of the Foundation is to help fulfill 
the creative needs of Indonesia, its individuals 
and communities, while showcasing its 
cultural diversity – both traditional and 
contemporary – to the world. Creating a space 
for cross-cultural exchange and open-minded 
dialogue and discussions is at the heart of the 
Foundation. 

It achieves this through its core initiatives, 
Ubud Writers & Readers Festival and 
Ubud Food Festival. Through these major 
international events, the Foundation 
promotes Ubud as a center for arts and 
culture, while showcasing the artists, writers, 
chefs and producers of Indonesia on an 
international stage. Our events provide 
enormous networking opportunities, 
both locally and internationally, and help 
Indonesians reach their full potential through 
educational and capacity-building programs.

About The Foundation



Janet Deneefe

Message 
From

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Yayasan Mudra Swari 
Saraswati has decided to postpone Ubud Food Festival 2020 
and Ubud Writers & Readers Festival 2020 until further notice. 
This decision not only impacts the survival of our Foundation, 
but also means a loss of revenue from ticket sales and the 
valuable contribution of partners. It also impacts the local 
communities in both Ubud and Bali that look forward to the 
economic boost of these much-loved annual events. Since 
the World Health Organization declared COVID-19 a global 
pandemic in March, Bali has become one of the most affected 
regions in Indonesia due to its heavy reliance on tourism.

The two core initiatives of the Foundation: Ubud Writers 
& Readers Festival and Ubud Food Festival, over the years, 
have created significant economic benefits across all tourism 
sectors, from air travels, hotels, transports, restaurants and 
retails, to farmers in the rice fields. UWRF as one of the largest 
literary festivals in Southeast Asia and UFF as Indonesia’s 
leading food festival, are the nation’s most important cross-
cultural gatherings, showcasing Indonesian culture and 
talent on a global stage. It also provides huge networking 
possibilities across the arts.

Yayasan Mudra Swari Saraswati and both Festivals, are 
dedicated to align with those who share our values and 
objectives, as well as, our commitment to improve the lives 
and livelihoods of Indonesians through the development 
of cultural and community programs. Our achievements 
and milestones would not have been possible without the 
generous support of our partners across all sponsorship 
and patronage categories, and we do rely heavily on those 
supports for the sustainability of both Festivals and the 
Foundation.



A Gift to the Foundation

Get Involved
In order to sustain our community-building 
philosophy, we are seeking your help to 
ensure the survival of both Festivals and 
the Foundation. By supporting the Yayasan 
Patron Program and making a valuable 
contribution, you will be directly involved 
in delivering both Festivals in due time. 
Your contribution will go a long way to 
guaranteeing the future of Indonesia’s 
most meaningful cross-cultural platform 
of words, ideas and culture through its 
diverse programs. 

From the Children & Youth program 
for local school’s students, bringing 
the Festival to remote areas across the 
Archipelago with Satellite Events, and 
supporting the future of Indonesia’s 
literature with Emerging Writers program, 
to delivering live music, film screening and 
art performance accessible for everyone, 
serving food stalls of local businesses, 
and championing Indonesia’s best writers, 
artists, performers, chefs and culinary 
experts in a global stage. The Festivals 
always give back to the community and 
assist in promoting Indonesia to the world.

In 16 years, UWRF has even become the 
world’s most important cross-cultural, 
bridge-building initiative between 
Indonesian and non-Indonesian cultures, 
while UFF has become the Nation’s leading 
culinary Festival. Now, more than ever, we 
need your support. We have created ways 
for you to be a part of the Yayasan Patron 
Program, tailored to your preference. This 
way, you can help the Foundation and 
these important events survive!

How to –

Together, help us protect the future of 
the Festivals, by donating directly to the 
Foundation. Direct donation available through 
our UWRF website and we welcome donations 
of all sizes.

To recognize your generosity, for donations of 
IDR 500,000 and above, we will provide:
• Acknowledgment in a video and report six 

months after fundraising started.

• Acknowledgment on Yayasan Mudra 
Swari Saraswati website and social media 
accounts.

If you are interested in making a donation 
above IDR 3,000,000 and would like to 
learn more about other categories in the 
Yayasan Patron Program, please email 
patronprogram@yayasansaraswati.org.

A Gift to the



Shop For Our Anthology
Since 2008, each year, we put a call out across the 
archipelago to emerging writers: send us your 
stories. After receiving hundreds of submissions, 
an independent curatorial board selects aspiring 
novelists, poets and playwrights from across 
Indonesia’s bustling cities and remote islands.

Once selected, the emerging writers are then 
supported by Yayasan Mudra Swari Saraswati to fly 
to Bali – for some, it’s the first time they have left 
their village or hometown – to launch the annual 
Anthology in front of Indonesian and international 
audiences at Ubud Writers & Readers Festival. A 
bilingual publication, the Anthology, also presents a 
huge opportunity for emerging writers to have their 
work translated into English, opening the door to 
international opportunities for the first time.

If you’ve missed out on any of the Anthology from 
previous years, this is your chance to add them to 
your bookshelf. Buy them from our Tokopedia or 
Shopee stores, or if you’re purchasing from outside 
Indonesia, please contact 
admin@yayasansaraswati.org to arrange the 
payment and international shipping.



Your contribution will help protect 
the future of the Festivals and create 
life-changing opportunities for many 
people to learn, connect and be 
inspired, as well as ensuring that Bali 
and our local community get back on 
its feet, especially in the art, literature 
and cultural sectors.

Direct donation through 
ubudwritersfestival.com 
or contact our team via 
patronprogram@yayasansaraswati.org.

YAYASAN MUDRA SWARI SARASWATI
Jl. Raya Sanggingan
Ubud, Bali
Indonesia 80571
Phone/Fax:+62 361 977 408

Here at the Festival, we are united in one place. With the same 
purposes and passions for art, literature and many other 
things. A sense of togetherness, that’s what I find here.

- Andre Septiawan, 2018 Indonesian Emerging Writer.

“


