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At a time of significant global change — 
from the personal to the political — this 
year’s Ubud Writers & Readers Festival 
proved how relevant the Festival remains 
as a place for meaningful cross-cultural 
dialogue and deep thinking in response to 
local, and international, issues and ideas. I 
believe our role is to provide a comfortable, 
supportive, neutral space that brings people 
together to discuss the questions and 
challenges that surround us today.

In its 13th year, the Festival has truly 
found its feet in the international literary 
festival landscape, while holding strong 
to its commitment of raising regional 
voices to be heard alongside recognized 
names. This is evident in 2016’s increased 
audience diversity which, in line with the 
wider goals of the Yayasan Mudra Swari 
Saraswati to which UWRF belongs, we’re 
incredibly proud of. We look forward to 
building on this in the future.

I applaud the brave artists and speakers 
who joined us this year, and the audience 
— from young Indonesian students to our 
UWRF long-time attendees — who helped 
create the powerful, magical space for 
which the UWRF is renowned.

Janet DeNeefe

JANET
DENEEfE
Founder & Director

Yayasan Mudra
Swari Saraswati

Ubud Writers & Readers 
Festival

Support Us

Founded in 2003, the Yayasan Mudra 
Swari Saraswati is an independent, not-for-
profit foundation committed to enriching 
the lives and livelihoods of Indonesians 
through the development of a range of 
community-building arts and cultural 
programs. It was founded by Janet DeNeefe 
and Ketut Suardana as a healing project in 
response to the first Bali bombings in 2002.

The primary goal of the foundation is 
to give full expression to the creative 
needs of Indonesia, its individuals, and 
its communities, while simultaneously 
showcasing the diversity and rich cultural 
traditions of the archipelago to the world. 
Creating an ongoing space for cross-
cultural exchange, and open-minded 
dialogue and exploration, lies at the heart 
of the Foundation.

It achieves this through its three core 
initiatives: Ubud Writers & Readers 
Festival, Emerging Voices Program 
Festival and Ubud Food Festival. Through 
these festivals, programs, and associated 
activities, the foundation promotes Ubud 
as a centre for arts and culture, showcases 
the artists, writers and producers of 
Indonesia on an international stage, and 
helps Indonesians to reach their potential 
through educational and capacity-building 
programs.

Launched in 2003, the Ubud Writers & 
Readers Festival has become Southeast 
Asia’s largest and most-renowned literary, 
art, and ideas event. The mission of the 
UWRF is to create a world-class festival 
that celebrates extraordinary stories, 
amplifies brave voices, and tackles global 
issues through open dialogue, and with a 
strong cross-cultural lens. The Festival is 
proud of its continuing success in bringing 
Indonesian and international writers and 
audiences together on a world stage.  

The Festivals rely on the support of patrons, 
donors, partners, and audiences each year. 

In 2017, new opportunities are available 
to reach our broad and diverse Festival 
audiences across Indonesia and the globe. 
Your patronage will play a central role in 
ensuring the Yayasan succeeds in its goal 
of enriching the lives and livelihoods of 
Indonesians, and promoting the wealth of 
Indonesian cultures and communities to 
the world.

Contact our Partnership Team today to 
explore opportunities.

Saraswati Ratnanggana 
Partnership Manager
saras@yayasansaraswati.org 
+62 361 977 408
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Festival 
Summary

From October 26–30 2016, Bali’s cultural 
capital was transformed by the 13th annual 
Ubud Writers & Readers Festival. 

With 200+ events, 170+ speakers, 40+ 
venues, 100+ partners and supporters, and 
audiences from across Bali, Indonesia, and 
the globe, the Festival’s five-day program 
featured enthralling panel discussions, 
dynamic performances, readings, special 
events, films, food, live music and arts 
performances, art exhibitions, workshops, 
meditation and more. 

The Festival was a truly world-class event 
— drawing praise from audiences and 
attendees alike — cementing its role as a 
regional powerhouse for diverse debate and 
intercultural exchange.

With a dynamic, bold program and a 
commitment to exploring topics including 
human rights, politics, activism, identity, 
art and language, the writing life, freedom 
of speech, and the nature of home, the 
Festival truly embodied the 2016 theme 
‘Tat Tvam Asi: I am you, you are me’. 

Festival Founder & Director Janet 
DeNeefe commented, “Our theme’s all-
encompassing nature reflects the Festival’s 
ethos of being as much about readers as it is 
about writers.”

In 2016, the Festival’s theme was the 
Hindu philosophy Tat Tvam Asi, or ‘I am 
you, you are me’. 

Purposefully prismatic and expansive in 
nature, the theme encouraged meaningful 
engagement on local and global issues, and 
provided a mandate to guests and audiences 
alike to go beneath the surface, and open 
up the in-depth dialogue and cross-cultural 
conversation for which the Festival is 
renowned. 

“This is a powerful ideology that underpins 
the collective identity of the Indonesian 
archipelago — uniting people from 
incredibly diverse religious, ethnic, 
cultural and historical backgrounds to 
share common respect and understanding,” 
said Festival Founder & Director Janet 
DeNeefe. “In many ways, the Festival has 
encompassed the concept of Tat Tvam Asi 
since it first began thirteen years ago.”

Theme
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• An in-depth look at Indonesian 
cinema through a series of panel 
discussions and an all-Indonesian 
film program featuring industry 
heavyweights Slamet Rahardjo, Joko 
Anwar, Djenar Maesa Ayu, Richard 
Oh, and up-and-comer Wregas 
Bhanuteja

• Standing-room only sessions, 
including one-on-one interviews with 
controversial journalist Suki Kim on 
her experiences undercover in North 
Korea, and poet and novelist Helon 
Habila on how we can (and must) face 
the extreme

• A moving discussion and powerful 
performance from Sudanese refugee, 
student and World Poetry Slam 
Champion Emi Mahmoud

2016 Highlights

• A truly diverse program, with both 
established and emerging voices from 
across Indonesia and the globe

• A significant increase in Indonesian 
audience attendance, including 
Indonesian students

• A buzzing Main Program and sold-
out special events with bestselling 
literary luminaries and established 
names including Hanya Yanagihara, 
Lionel Shriver, Magda Szubanski, 
Dewi Lestari, Desi Anwar, and Eka 
Kurniawan

• Five nights of vibrant cross-cultural, 
cross-disciplinary Live Music & Arts 
Program events, exemplified by the 
one-of-a-kind Poetronica event, which 
featured a true collaboration between 
local band Dromme, and visiting 
international poets Tanya Evanson 
and Jeet Thayil
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• Literature leaping off the page with 
two packed-out poetry slams, plus 
a host of spoken word, performance 
poetry, and hip-hop performances 
with local band Kalawai Rap Crew, 
The Brothahood, Scotland’s Nue! 
Reekie!, Tanya Evanson, Philip 
Wilcox, Melizarani T. Selva, and 
more

• An expanding and diverse Satellite 
program reaching audiences across 
the archipelago in Surabaya, Jakarta, 
Bandung, Medan and Pontianak

• A significant rise in national media 
coverage



From Mexico to Medan, Turkey to 
Tangerang, the 2016 festival line-up 
brought together 170 writers, activists and 
artists, each with their own connection to 
the theme Tat Tvam Asi: I am you, you 
are me.

The Festival played host to an exceptional 
Indonesian contingent, welcoming some 
of the archipelago’s most compelling 
storytellers, with representatives from 
Bangkalan, Yogyakarta, Malang, Cilegon, 
Tangerang, Padang, Jakarta, Denpasar, 
Pamekasan, Pontianak, Bukittinggi, 
Maluku, Yogyakarta, and Medan. 

Along with international literary star 
Eka Kurniawan, the Festival welcomed 
acclaimed TV journalist Desi Anwar, 
blockbuster novelist Dewi Lestari, 
journalist and ‘rebel’ author Seno Gumira 
Adjidarma, human trafficking survivor-
turned-advocate Shandra Woworuntu, 
much-awarded Indonesian environmental 
activist Dr Hotlin Ompusunggu, esteemed 
journalist Endy Bayuni, and a host of the 
country’s leading filmmakers and directors 
including Joko Anwar, Slamet Rahardjo, 
Djenar Maesa Ayu, Richard Oh and up-
and-comer Wregas Bhanuteja.

The international guests were drawn from 
23 countries, including Australia, Austria, 
Canada, China, England, India, Indonesia, 
Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, The Netherlands, 
Nigeria, New Zealand, Pakistan, Poland, 
Portugal, Scotland, Singapore, Sudan, 
Thailand, Tibet, Turkey and the USA.

The festival welcomed Booker Prize 
shortlistee Hanya Yanagihara (USA), 
reigning World Poetry Slam Champion 
Emi Mahmoud (Sudan/USA), comedy-
star-turned-bestselling-memoirist Magda 
Szubanski (Australia), pageant queen 
and human rights activist Anastasia Lin 
(China/Canada), spoken word sensation 
Neu! Reekie! (Scotland), and a stellar list 
of award-winning writers including Lionel 
Shriver (USA), Helon Habila (Nigeria), 
Amit Chaudhuri (India), Çiler İlhan 
(Turkey), plus many more.

Along with the big names, there was a 
program emphasis on fostering young and 
up-and-coming talent from Indonesia and 
the globe, including documentary-maker 
Emmanuela Shinta, outspoken social 
advocate and writer Yassmin Abdel-
Magied, travel writer and photographer 
Agustinus Wibowo, feminist author Bri 
Lee, World Poetry Slam Champion Emi 
Mahmoud, and hip-hop artists Kalawai 
Rap Crew, and the contingent of emerging 
authors published in the UWRF 2016 
Emerging Writers Anthology. 

Writers

Hanya Yanigihara Eka Kurniawan

Suki Kim Seno Gumira Ajidarma

Magda Szubanski Ratih Kumala

Hannah Kent Wregas Bhanuteja

Mitchell S. Jackson Endy Bayuni

Helon Habila Slamet Rahardjo

Lionel Shriver Djenar Maesa Ayu

Anastasia Lin Dewi Lestari

Yassmin Abdel-Magied Joko Anwar

Amit Chaudhuri Agustinus Wibowo
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Program 
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Program
Statistics

Main Program Film Program

Workshops Festival Club at Bar Luna

From leading Indonesian literary stars to 
international heavyweights, young Indonesian 
voices and new up-and-comers, our Main 
Program was packed with exceptional sessions 
inspired by our expansive theme.  

Carrying on from 2015’s spotlight on 
Indonesian film, this all-local program 
introduced audiences to some of today’s 
most impressive Indonesian filmmakers, and 
included a short film showcase highlighting 
the work of young Indonesian filmmaker 
— and recent Cannes awardee — Wregas 
Bhanuteja.

Special Events
From a New York night, Ubud-style, to a trip 
around the world in 80 bites with writers from 
Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, Pakistan, Canada 
and Singapore, the Special Events program 
saw audiences take part in imaginative, once-
in-a-lifetime experiences at restaurants and 
resorts across Ubud.  

Book Launches
Held at venues across Ubud, the Book 
Launches program introduced audiences to 
a vast range of authors and subjects, from 
a translation of the Bhagavad Gita, to a an 
exploration of Balinese textiles, to a spoken 
word poetry masterpiece.

The vibrant and varied workshop and cultural 
workshops program encompassed sharpening 
your editorial skills with a masterclass in 
journalism, exploring the art of poetry in 
performance, discovering the Indonesian art 
of batik, and diving deep into the elements of 
storytelling. 

Rowdy, ribald, and packed with stories, the 
Festival Club at Bar Luna once again played 
host to writers — established and emerging 
— each night of the Festival.

Live Music & Arts
From our perennial favourite, the UWRF 
blow-your-mind poetry slam, through to 
Pecha Kucha, Poetronica, the Music of 
Cervantes and sunset sounds at the Festival 
Hub @ Taman Baca, our Live Music & 
Arts program expanded this year to fill each 
evening with exceptional theatre, art, and 
performance. 

Children & Youth Program
With a huge program of bi-lingual, mostly 
free events and activities, the Children & 
Youth Program spanned hip-hop classes and 
short film workshops to getting loud with 
performance poetry. 

89.4% 
 impressed/

very impressed

79.5% 
 impressed/

very impressed

82.6% 
 impressed/

very impressed

74.8% 
 impressed/

very impressed

75.0% 
 impressed/

very impressed

72.4% 
 impressed/

very impressed

64.5% 
 impressed/

very impressed

77.3% 
 impressed/

very impressed



14 UWRF16 Partnership Report 15UWRF16 Partnership Report

The Satellite Program is a core initiative of 
the Ubud Writers & Readers Festival and 
the Yayasan Mudra Swari Saraswati.

Each year the Festival selects a group of 
international writers to visit cities across 
the vast Indonesian archipelago. Through 
this, the Ubud Writers & Readers Festival 
expands its geographical bounds to embrace 
the rich and varied stories and voices of 
Indonesia. 

Growing each year, this program 
is significant in the development 
of Indonesia’s literary and artistic 
communities, as well as its young and 
emerging voices. It is also a chance 
for international artists to learn about 
Indonesian literature and arts, and provides 
an invaluable opportunity for all involved 
to network, connect, learn and collaborate. 

With generous support from the Embassy 
of the United States, the Australia Council 
for the Arts, Creative Scotland and the 
British Council, the 2016 UWRF Satellite 
Program took place in five Indonesian 
cities. Surabaya played host to Mitchell S. 
Jackson (US) and Hannah Kent (Australia), 
Jakarta hosted Suki Kim (US/Korea) and 
Emi Mahmoud (US/Sudan), Bandung 
welcomed Bri Lee (Australia), Medan was 
visited by the ‘noisemakers from Scotland’ 
performance poets Kevin Williamson & 
Michael Pedersen (Scotland) and Suki Kim 
(US/Korea), and Pontianak hosted Emi 
Mahmoud (US/Sudan).  

Satellite 
Program
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In 2016, the Ubud Writers & Readers 
Festival experienced a strong year for 
segmented audience growth, with a 
significant growth in new attendees — 
with half of the audience (51%) coming to 
the Festival for the first time. 

With four Main Program venues busy 
across each day, an expanded program 
of popular Live Music & Arts events 
each evening, on-site art exhibitions and 
performances, an increased market and 
food offering, as well as an expansive 
program of special events, workshops, and 
programs across Ubud, and — through our 
Satellite Program — across the archipelago, 
the Festival was busier than ever. 

The overall audience attendance figure 
of 31,094 shows ongoing strong interest 
from audiences. As mentioned above, 51% 
of the audience indicated they were new 
to the Festival, indicating the success of 
the program design and communications 
reach to attract and build new audiences, 
in-line with the Festival’s local growth 
targets for the next five years. Capturing 
new audiences, especially within the 
Indonesian market, is essential to the 
Festival’s longevity, particularly in the 
crowded literary and art festival landscape. 
Boosting Indonesian ownership of the 
Festival is a central goal of the Yayasan 
Mudra Swari Saraswati. 

Most notably, our Day Pass sales for 
the Main Program increased by 23.8%, 
with overall Main Program ticket sales 
expanding by a healthy 4.1%. This shows 
that audiences were looking to ‘design’ their 
ideal festival, with many attending on the 
days that most interested them, or for the 
guests that most interested them, while 
taking up other activities, whether free or 
ticketed, on the other days. 

In line with the campaign strategy, the 
Festival’s Indonesian audience grew by 
a significant 31.5%, including a strong 
16.5% growth in Indonesian student 
ticket sales. Indonesian ticket sales 
made up 35.8% of overall ticket sales. 
In its 13th year, this significant evolution 
in audience attendance indicates the 
Festival is becoming recognized as a local 
brand, as much as it is recognized on the 
international festival circuit. 

Workshops experienced a healthy 
increase of 8.6% on last year, and 
cultural workshop ticket sales boosted 
by an impressive 34% on 2015. In a trend 
mirrored in 2015, Special Event ticket 
sales dropped. 

Audience Attendance 
& Ticketing
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Audience
Analysis

21 - 34

Indonesian

Word of mouth

35 - 50

American

Print advertisement

51 - 64

European

Social media 
advertisement

A year in advances/towards 
the start of 2016

65 +

British

Media articles/
interviews

When the ‘sneak 
peak’/early bird was 
announced
When the full 
program was 
announced

Sometime the 
full program was 
announced
I was already in 
ubud, and i only 
made the decision to 
attendrecently

Facebook

ASEAN

Promotional materials

Twitter

Other

UWRF website

Instagram

<20

Australian

I’ve attended before

Australia

US

$0 - $25,000

$41,000 - $60,000

$80,000 - $100,000

Yes

Yes

ASEAN

Other

Indonesia

Europe

$26,000 - $40,000

$61,000 - $80,000

$100,000 +

No

No

Female
Male

69%

31%

5%

5% 4%

4%

4%

7%

6%

14%

10%
10%

4%
4%

2%

3%

28%

44%

36.6%

12.9%17.5%

15.5%

8.4%

9.1%

83%

17%

18%

22%

15%

11%

26% 46%41%

18%

29%

21%

49% 49%51%

31%

7%

Country of residence

Annual income bracket

Have you attended 
the UWRF before?

about the UWRF?
When did you decide to 

attend the event?

to Ubud for the event?

Gender

Age

Nationality

4%3%
3%

3%

None of these

Enews

UWRF website

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

Press releases

Media artticless - digital or print

UWRF scheduling app

40.5%

38.8%

13.0%

22.2%

4.1%

13.9%

6.8%

3.0%

70.7%

How did you connect 
with the UWRF?
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Audience
In Ubud

How much did you spend on 
travel and accommodation per 
day (USD)?

outdoor pursuits

yoga or spiritual aCtivities

shopping

spa treatments

Culinary experienCes

visited museums & galleries

Cultural aCtivities

33.7%

23.9%

47.8%

37.5%

59.7%

45.2%

50.4%

Would you recommend 
UWRF to family & friends?

How much did you spend on 
meals per day (USD)

Would you attend 
the UWRF again?

Yes

Yes

No

No

99%

97%

26%

29%21%

15%

9%

18%

1%

3%1%

34%

42%

5% < $24

< $29

$25 - $49

$30 - $64

$50 - $74

$65 - $99

$75 - $99

$100 - $149

$100+

$150+

3%

26%

26%

34%

11%
1 day
2 - 3 day

4 - 5 day
6 - 7 day

8 + day

How long did you stay in Ubud?

Other than the Festival, 
how else did you spend your time
in Ubud?
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Partners & 
Supporters

The Ubud Writers & Readers Festival is 
enormously proud of its 2016 partners and 
supporters, without whom the Festival 
would not have been possible. 

The support received was crucial to the 
creation of another successful Festival, 
as well as achieving the broader goals 
of the Yayasan Mudra Swari Saraswati. 
Support covered all aspects of the Festival, 
including (but not limited to) production 
overheads, venue support, cultural and arts 
program events, author attendance and 
accommodation, media coverage, and areas 
of in-kind and monetary support. 

We were delighted to have a significant 
number of local Bali and Ubud-based 
businesses choose to partner, support, and 
collaborate with the Festival this year. 
These partnerships further strengthened 
our commitment as a foundation to 
empower local Indonesian and Balinese 
communities through the creation of a 
collaborative and inclusive environment. 

The Festival also strengthened its 
relationship with national media partners, 
to develop and grow Indonesian audiences. 
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Emerging Writers Anthology 
with Bitread Publishing

The annual bilingual UWRF Emerging 
Writers Anthology featured 16 emerging 
voices from across Indonesia, sponsored 
by BitRead Publishing. The anthology was 
launched at the Festival, and each writer 
featured across the UWRF 2016 program. 

The independent curatorial team received 
a record number of submissions in 2016, 
with entries from 894 writers across 201 
cities and 33 provinces. This is a significant 
increase from 595 submissions in 2015, 
which is evidence of Indonesia’s flourishing 
creativity.

Congratulations to our 2016 Emerging Writers:

Arung Wardhana Ellhafifie 
(Bangkalan)

Azri Zakkiyah 
(Malang)

Joko Sucipto 
(Bangkalan)

Ni Putu Rastiti 
(Denpasar)

Deasy Tirayoh 
(Kendari)

Gemi Mohawk 
(Tangerang)

Murizal Hamzah 
(Jakarta)

Sidik Nugroho 
(Pontianak)

Dimas Indiana Senja 
(Yogyakarta)

Boni Candra 
(Padang)

Nersalya Renata 
(Jakarta)

Soetan Radjo Pamoentjak 
(Bukittinggi)

Dahlia Rasyad 
(Yogyakarta)

E. Rokajat Asura 
(Cilegon)

Joseph Rio Jovian Haminoto 
(Jakarta)

Royyan Julian 
(Pamekasan)

“As a Yayasan, one of our missions in 
hosting the Ubud Writers & Readers 
Festival each year is to create pathways 
for young Indonesians to pursue a career 
in literature and the arts,” said Founder 
& Director Janet DeNeefe. “Bringing 
together 16 emerging young writers, 
connecting them with the global literary 
industry, and showcasing their talent to the 
world, is one of the most rewarding things 
we do as a Festival.”

Although labelled as ‘emerging’, the talent 
of the 16 selected writers is finely honed, 
said member of the independent curatorial 
board and celebrated Indonesian author, 
Seno Gumira Ajidarma.

“This year’s selection proves that the work 
of emerging writers isn’t always raw, and 
is in fact very impressive in comparison 
with some of Indonesia’s most established 
authors,” he said. “This is evidence that 
skilled writers in Indonesia don’t always 
have the pathways to pursue writing as 
a career option, something the Yayasan 
Mudra Swari Saraswati is helping to 
change.”
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Festival 
Communications

Strategy Advertising and Advertorial

The 2016 Ubud Writers & Readers Festival 
communications strategy was aimed at 
targeting growth and increasing brand 
recognition with both our core audience 
and our new and developing audience 
segments, to begin a process of audience 
renewal and expansion for the Festival in 
the coming five years.

A core focus was given to targeting 
and increasing Indonesian audiences 
and audience awareness, including 
communications targeted particularly at 
young Indonesians. This focus was designed 
to fall within the broader context of the 
ten-year strategy of the Yayasan Mudra 
Swari Saraswati, to increase recognition 
and ownership of the Festival across the 
archipelago, and — more broadly — in 
Southeast Asia. 

Emphasis was placed on articulating the 
Festival’s points of difference, including 
its impressive breadth of talent, from the 
recognizable ‘big names’ to the emerging 
and new voices. Alongside highlighting the 
UWRF’s strong literary roots, the Festival 
was clearly positioned as a festival of 
human rights and a festival of ideas.  

Focus was also given to modernizing 
the Festival’s branding and segmented 
advertising and marketing. As part of 
this, the communications materials were 
developed with a highly recognizable and 
clean brand language. Focus was also 
given to streamlining messaging across 

6000 PROGRAM BOOKS

7000 POSTCARDS

1000 POSTERS

26000 flyers (distributed across Bali and 
Jakarta)

100 UMBUL UMBULS (at the Festival 
Hub and event locations around Ubud)

the communications suite, with a special 
emphasis on website and program copy.  

Brand

Indonesian-Australian award-winning 
artist Evi O. created the Festival’s striking 
contemporary design. The design took 
its inspiration from the 2016 theme ‘Tat 
Tvam Asi: I am you, you are me’ to explore 
notions of interconnectivity, the human 
mind and experience, and the unshakeable 
power of coming to understand the world 
through a stranger’s eyes. 

Based in Australia, Evi O. is a book 
designer, art director and artist. She has 
worked in publishing for a decade, creating 
award-winning books for chefs, brands and 
creatives internationally. 

79%  
Were impressed / 

very impressed 

100 X-BANNERS (at the Festival Hub 
and event locations around Ubud)

5 UBUD BANNERS

5 MAJOR BILLBOARDS

6 AIRPORT BANNERS

300 ADVERTISING PLACEMENTS 
including full-page ads, half-page ads, web 
banners, app advertisements, social media 
promos, and more
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Merchandise E-News

Access

1600  

1200  

tshirts 

tote bags 
supported 

by tin parrot

Digital Audience 
Statistics

The implementation of a pop-up on the 
website achieved a spike in e-news sign-
ups. Over the campaign period, subscriber 
numbers reached 12,179, which was an 
increase of 8.2%.

Dekstop

Indonesia

Other

Mobile

Australia

USA

The Ubud Writers & Readers Festival 
e-news is accessed almost evenly from 
desktops (54.1%) and mobile devices 
(45.9%), with iPhone users making up 
36.6% of the mobile device users.

Locations
Audiences for the e-newsletter are based 
primarily in Indonesia (30.5%), and 
Australia (20.4%). After ‘Other’ (17.8%), 
audiences from the USA made up a not-
inconsiderable 11.7%, indicating a potential 
market for growth. 

Website 

Audiences for the e-newsletter are based 
primarily in Indonesia (30.5%), and 
Australia (20.4%). After ‘Other’ (17.8%), 
audiences from the USA made up a not-
inconsiderable 11.7%, indicating a potential 
market for growth. 
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UWRF Scheduling App in 
Partnership with Bitread 
Publishing

Facebook

Marketing ReachInstagram

TwitterPhoenix Media Partnership

Social Media StatsUWRF x AAWP Emerging 
Writers Competition 

Communications
Highlight

In 2016, the Ubud Writers & Readers 
Festival in collaboration with BitRead 
Publishing successfully launched the 
UWRF16 Scheduling App, available for 
free download to Android users via Google 
Play. With full access to the Festival’s 
five-day program and speakers, the app was 
designed to help users make the most of 
the Festival experience by keeping track of 
their must-see sessions. It was downloaded 
by almost one-fifth of Main Program 
audiences.

The UWRF partnered with a number of 
like-minded organizations both locally 
and abroad to achieve a cross-promotional 
communications reach targeted at specific 
audience sub-groups. These organizations 
included:
Jetstar Asia, Australasian Association of 
Writing Programs, Australia Indonesia 
Youth Association, Better Read Than Dead 
bookstore, the World Travel & Cruise 
Expo, Jakarta Book Club, Kinokuniya 
Jakarta, Melbourne Writers Festival, 
Roam Co-Living, Outpost Bali, Hubud, 
Bali Spirit Festival, Sunshine Coast 
International Readers & Writers Festival, 
Bobobobo, and Seatrek.
Through these partnerships, the UWRF 
was able to create a total marketing reach 
of over 1 million people, across Indonesia, 
Southeast Asia, Australia, and the globe.

The 2016 Festival saw another successful 
year of partnership with major publishing 
house Phoenix Media. The Festival and 
Phoenix created a suite of publications for 
distribution across Bali and Jakarta, in 
collaboration with Phoenix Media’s NOW! 
Bali and NOW! Jakarta magazines, and 
subscriber list. This ensured our 25,000 
flyers reached locations and new audiences 
across Jakarta and Bali.  

Focus in 2016 was given to growing 
audiences on Instagram and Facebook, 
with a strong emphasis on content aimed at 
our Indonesian audience. 
Both platforms experienced significant 
growth and strong engagement. Facebook 
audiences grew by 10.9% in the six-month 
campaign period, while Instagram recorded 
a mammoth 71.8% growth in the six-
month campaign period. 
The Festival’s Twitter platform was highly-
active across the course of the Festival, 
recording an overall growth of 5.2% in the 
six-month campaign period and over XX 
tweets on the #UWRF16 hashtag.

In 2016, the UWRF partnered with 
the Australasian Association of Writing 
Programs to offer the inaugural AAWP-
UWRF Emerging Writers Prize. With 
entry open to all writers in the Australasian 
region, the inaugural year saw over 100 
entries. Winner Annabel Quire, whose 
story began and was set in Bali, and 
contained reflections on her time there, 
received a membership to the AAWP, 
had her work published in Australian 
literary journal Meniscus, and received 
complimentary passes to the 2016 Ubud 
Writers & Readers Festival. 
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Media

National Media Media Partnerships International Media

•	 156 print, radio, digital and TV 
news articles in Indonesia reaching a 
potential audience of 773,468,033 

• National media highlights including 
coverage from METRO TV, 
Kompas, Kompas.com, BBC 
Indonesia, CNN Indonesia, Harper’s 
Bazaar, Cosmopolitan, Detik.com, 
Jawa Pos, and Tribun group (Bali, 
Pontianak, Makassar)

 
•	 31 Accredited National Media across 

the Festival, including CNN TV, 
Kompas TV, and Jawa Pos

•	 64 Interviews with National Media 
were scheduled across the Festival

•	 19 Interviews with National Media 
pitched prior to the Festival

•	 194 print, radio, digital and 
television news stories spanning 20+ 
countries, reaching a total potential 
audience of more than 1,000,000,000 
people

 
• International media highlights 

including coverage from Radio 
National, ABC Arts Online, 
Sydney Morning Herald, Australian 
Financial Review, Huffington Post 
and Time Magazine

• Growing presence in ASEAN media 
outlets including Southeast Asia 
Globe, SilverKris Magazine, Garuda 
Colours, Travel360, Tiger Tales, 
South China Post, Bangkok Post, 
Myanmar Times, Phnom Penn Post 
and Strtaits Times

• More than 70 accredited media 
reporting on the UWRF, from 
international and national media 
outlets including The LA Review of 
Books, AFAR.com, The Australian, 
VerityLA, the Telegraph, Asia 
Calling, South China Morning 
Post, Bangkok Post, METRO TV, 
CNN TV, BBC Indonesia, Tempo, 
Kompas, CNN TV, Kompas TV, 
Tribun Group and Jawa Pos

• More than 190 scheduled interviews 
between journalists and UWRF 
authors and artists over the course of 
the Festival’s five days 

• Total media partnerships valued at 
a total of IDR 2,566,236,000 or 
approximately USD 191,000

• Addition of national media 
heavyweights to the Principal Media 
Partner category, BBC Indonesia and 
KOMPAS, alongside METRO TV

• Expansion of Media Partnership 
Category to include Indonesian-
focused outlets Cosmopolitan and 
Harper’s Bazaar Indonesia, Hard 
Rock FM Jakarta, Cosmopolitan FM 
Jakarta, Art Republik and V Radio 
Jakarta

• A total of 86 editorial placements, 
19 printed ads, 24 digital ads, 15 TV 
ads, 282 radio spots and 10 e-news 
inclusions.

• Expansion of Media Partnership 
Category to include Indonesian-
focused outlets Cosmopolitan and 
Harper’s Bazaar Indonesia, Hard Rock 
FM Bali and Jakarta, Art Republik 
and V Radio Jakarta

• Improved local media outreach in the 
Media Supporter category through 
outlets including Coconuts Bali, 
FoodieS, Honeycombers and Little 
Steps Asia, as well as Indonesian-
language outlets including Provoke, 
Whiteboard Journal, Inspirai.co, 
Good News Indonesia, Youth Manual 
and Bale Bengong 
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Percentage of coverage 
by medium

Percentage of coverage based on 
location

Percentage of audience 
reach by medium

Percentage of audience reach by 
media distribution
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Speakers

Feedback

A diverse, thought-provoking and 
stimulating program, an opportunity 
to meet and talk to many like-minded 
individuals in a wonderful setting.

—Annabel Smith (from survey)

An amazing whirlwind experience meeting 
so many talented writers, shakers and 
movers.

—Heather Ellis

A roller-coaster ride of stimulating 
encounters with writers and like-minded 
people, with a take-home list of hundreds 
of new books to discover!

—Gill Westaway

Not to be missed.

—Richard Loseby

The Ubud Writers and Readers Festival was 
a truly magical few days, and a festival I 
hope to return to again and again.

—Annabel Smith (from blog)

My UWRF experience was culturally 
diverse, sharing the stage with passionate 
storytellers from around the world on a 
program that allowed me to grow and 
reflect through listening and learning from 
others.

—Anita Heiss

Every day was exciting and yet relaxing. 
I broadened my literary and geographical 
horizons and got nudged a little outside 
my comfort zone, all the while in an 
overwhelmingly positive and supportive 
environment. I had a blast.

—Bri Lee

The most pleasant, stimulating and 
inspiring writers festival I have been to.

—Tim Baker

It was really a great experience! I have been 
a guest at several other literary festivals 
in Europe, America and in Asia, but the 
UWRF was certainly one of the most 
impressive ones!

—Reggie Baay

Magic incarnate.

—Tanya Evanson

I had a great time exchanging ideas.

—Voranai Vanijaka

Nourishing.

—Samantha Brown

An astounding achievement, to bring 
together so many in the name of literature 
in such a fascinating, beautiful, and 
unlikely location.

—Nino Ricci

Amazing, magical.

—Chris Raja

An inspiring and memorable experience, 
educational, joyful and an authentic 
interpretation of the Festival theme.

—Diana Greentree

A great celebration of literature, culture, 
and conversation.

—Arnold Zable
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Audience

“Congratulations on continuing to 
pursue interesting and forward-thinking 
discussion and debate, as well as 
showcasing both emerging and established 
writers.” 

“Congratulations and thank you to you all 
for giving me such a rich life experience. 
It was challenging, life affirming and 
fabulous fun. I learned a great deal and feel 
my world view considerably broadened and 
informed.” 

“Thank you for an excellent festival and all 
those involved in it. Also, of course, a huge 
thank you for the generosity, helpfulness, 
civility and friendliness of the people of 
Ubud particularly and the Balinese people 
in general.”

“Keep doing what you’re doing. I had the 
time of my life. Thank you.” 

“I came thinking I wanted the see the big 
names I knew but, like all good writers 
festivals, it is the discovery of new writers 
that is the real pleasure. I will now follow 
with interest the work of Emi Mahmoud, 
Anastasia Lin, Tenzin Choegyal, Ananda 
Sukarlan and Mariska Setiawan. Love the 
new venues. Loved the art exhibitions and 
the mural painting. Much has changed in 
the 5 years since I have been here. I’m sure 
to be back.”

“Fascinating venues, talented and amazing 
speakers, helpful yet humble staffs and 

volunteers.”

“[I loved] the diversity. The infusion of 
Indonesian culture through the whole event 
— Indonesian musicians, authors, speakers, 
etc.”

“Above all else I enjoyed, loved, the way 
the theme of the festival came out in every 
session I went to. Everyone spoke from the 

heart with a truth that is rare in my day-
to-day life, it has moved and inspired me 
beyond my imagination.”

“I appreciated that we were able to attend 
so many of the UWRF events at no or little 
cost. I was exposed to writers and history 
and events that I hadn’t known about.”

“[I loved] Magda’s wisdom. The melting 

Feedback

pot of people from all over the globe was 
wonderful. Ideas brimming. Hearing about 
books and ideas from current popular 
culture in Oz. Meeting kindred spirits. The 
festival has a relaxed and friendly vibe. Bali 
warms our hearts and souls as the ideas 
inspire us.”

“This Festival embraces important issues, 
gives voice to and encourages meaningful 
conversations and raises awareness about 
the interconnectedness of all humans on our 
planet.”

“The main program featured enough great 
speakers and panel sessions to keep our 
group of 6 very engaged for all 4 days. 
The music and film programs were also an 
essential counter-point to all the talking! 
The mix of Indonesian and non-Indonesian 
content was welcome.”

“I loved the programming. The writers came 
from so many different backgrounds like 
fiction, non-fiction, children’s and so forth. 
They spoke on issues that were so wide 
ranging, from the virtues and limitations 
of fiction and non-fiction, child soldiers, 
censorship in China, travel memoirs, 
forgiveness, North Korea, journalism, 
Tibetan exile and so on. The writers came 
from so many different backgrounds, I loved 
the diversity and the presence of Asian 
writers and speakers from Korea, China, 
Tibet.”
“Challenging and provocative. Lively 
debate.”




