
	

	
	
	
 

PRESS RELEASE: Friday 23 October, 2015 
‘1965’ panel sessions cancelled ahead of the Ubud Writers & Readers Festival as 

event faces increased scrutiny from Indonesian authorities 
 

Ubud, INDONESIA –  
  
A series of panel sessions dedicated to reconciliation and remembrance of the 1965 
Communist repression in Indonesia have been cancelled ahead of the Ubud Writers & 
Readers Festival (UWRF), as the event faces increased scrutiny from Indonesian 
authorities. 
 
Due to kick off its 12th year on this Wednesday (28 October), the UWRF has 
announced a series of program changes – including the cancellation of three panel 
sessions dedicated to the victims 1965 events, the screening of Joshua 
Oppenheimer’s The Look of Silence and an art exhibit and book launch The Act of Living 
– in order to ensure the Festival’s operating permit would not be revoked by local 
officials during the event.   
 
Founder & Director of the UWRF Janet DeNeefe said that she was extremely 
disappointed to be making the announcement, which comes amongst a series of 
recent actions by the Indonesian government in response to the 50th anniversary of 
the event. 
  
“As a Festival, our mission is to create an open platform where people can come 
together to discuss the issues that affect us,” she said. “1965 is an event that has and 
continues to influence many Indonesians and as such, we chose to dedicate a 
proportion of the program to enriching our understanding about this, through themes 
of reconciliation and remembrance.”  
 
“We hoped that these panel sessions would enable conversations to take place that 
continue Indonesia on its journey of healing, particularly for those whose lives were 
so severely affected. Unfortunately, whilst we pride ourselves in bringing topical 
issues to the forefront of national and International dialogue, we had to consider the 
Festival’s program in its entirety and the many other important issues which will be 
explored through it, including human rights, activism, and censorship.”  



	

 
The announcement marks the first time UWRF panel sessions have come under 
scrutiny from local authorities – which include government, police and military 
officials – who have the power to revoke the Festival’s operating permit issued by the 
national police. It comes after extensive negotiations between the Festival and local 
authorities in the lead up to the event.  
 
“The team has worked extremely hard over the past few weeks to try and ensure that 
these program sessions would go ahead,” said DeNeefe. “It’s extremely disappointing 
and saddening that after all our efforts, and those of our panelists and partners, we 
are unable to host these sessions without jeopardizing the rest of the Festival.”  
 
According to DeNeefe, this only reinforces the importance of the Festival in 
continuing to promote freedom of literary, artistic and creative expression.  
 
“We sincerely hope that as the Festival continues to create open spaces for 
constructive conversation in the years to come, so too will Indonesian authorities 
embrace this,” she said. “Despite this setback, we are extremely proud to be 
presenting one of our most Indonesia-focused programs to date, which highlights the 
incredible diversity and richness of the archipelago.”  
 
“Whilst this represents a disappointing moment for the UWRF, we will continue on in 
our journey as a Festival to create dialogue between the national and international 
community, for what we hope will be many more years to come,” she said.  
 

- ENDS   -  
 
More Information:  
 
For more information, please contact our International Media Consultant, Holly Reid 
at holly@ubudwritersfestival.com or on 0812 3819 9325.  
 
Please note that due to the high volume of work during the Festival period, it may be 
difficult for us to respond to your requests, and we do apologize in advance for any 
inconveniences.  
 
For a complete breakdown of scheduling changes, please visit the UWRF website.  
 
 


